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AFGHANISTAN 


RELATIONS WITH MONGOLIA, USSR REPORTED ON UPSWING 


Consolidation of Ties With Mongolia 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 2 Feb 82 p 2 


[Editorial] 


[Text] 


Yesterday 


(February 1, 
1982) coincided with the 
20th founding anniversary 
of the friendship and dip- 
lomatic relations bet- 


ween the Democratic Re’ 


public of Afghanistan and 
the Mongolian People’s 
Republic which was mar- 


ked in a grand function 


by the Afghan-Mongolian 
Friendship Society here. 


After establishment of dip- 


lomatic relations two 
decades ago, the founda- 
tion was laid for expans- 
ion of amicable relations 
and cooperation between 
the two Asian countries 


with an ancient history and 


the desire and determina- 
tion of the peoples of 
the two countries deeply 
rooted in consolidation of 
the ties between the two 
sides. 


The. victory of the glorious 


Saur Revolution, especial- 
ly its new phase, upened 
new vistas*for promotion 
of friendly and fruitful 
ties ‘between the Demo- 
cratic Republic of Afgh- 
anistan and the fraternal 


- — — 


Socialist countries inelud- 
ing the Mongolian Peo- 
ple’s Republic. 


After the Saur Revolution, 


the embassies of the two 
countries were offi- 
ially inaugurated in Ka- 
bul and Ulan Bator wh- 
ich resulted in maintenan- 
ce of direct high-level 
relations between the 
two countries. 


Continuation of permanent 


contacts and exchange of 
visits between the high- 
ranking delegates of the 
two Countries further 
strengthened and _ con- 


‘ solidated the friendly re- 


lations, and the _ resolute 
and perpetual support of 
Mongolia - for the revo- 
lution of Afghanistan pr- 
omoted the friendly _re- 
lations to highest levels. 


The growing consolidation 


Of thé€™ties is aeepiy ati- 
ectea DY eXxIS(eALEe OF 10cli- 
\sGai CONdItIONS in tne two 


Asian countries, we co 
mmon stand oft Atgnanis- 
tan and Mongoua tor 
peace 


econsoucation v1 




















and security in Asia anu 
auover the worid ana 
tnerr strong opposition 
io imperiatism, negem- 

onism, interf2rence in the 
atrairs of other countries 
and aggressive policies. 
Both: the countries belie- 
ve that -existence of pea- 
ce and security and exp- 
ansion of disinterested co- 
operations are the main 
prerequisites for the 

well-being and _ prospc- 
rity of the people all over 
the world and for  over- 
coming the problems in- 
herited by the develop- 
ing countries and those 


t backward from thie 
dark eras of colonialism. 


The courageous people of 


Mongolia have also a long 
history of struggte against 
the foreign domination. 
Mongolia successfully sta- 
ged its revolution in 1921. 
After the revo'ntion wide 
steps were taken for the 
socio-economic developm- 
ent of the country and 
Mongolia achieved ¢eigni- 
ficant victories in deve- 
lopment, of agriculture, 
livestock breeding as 
well as industries. If took 


ent of the industries. Fo; 
instance, the country’s in- 
dustrial outputs has 
increased approxim- 
ately sevenfold Dbetw- 
een 1960-1980. 


We are fully assured that 


the friend'y and frater- 
nal ties and all-out coop- 
eration between the peo- 
ples, parties and Gover- 
nments of the two _peace- 
loving countries will fur. 


-ther develop in favour 


of peace, covperation and 
development in the world 
and wide steps are being 








rapid steps in developm- 


taken for fulfilling this 
end. 


Celebration With Ambassador 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 2 Feb 82 pp 1, 4 


[Text] Kabul, February 2, (Bakhtar)--A grand meeting was held by the Afghan- 
Mongolian Friendship Society at the Esteqlal Lycee yesterday to mark the 20th 
anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between Afghanistan 
and Mongolia, 


The meeting was attended by some members of the Central Committee of the 
PDPA, the Revolotionary Council, the Council of Ministers, cadres and high 
ranking state and Government officials, members of the Afghan-Mongolian 
Friendship Society, ambassadors and charge d'affaires of friendly countries 
in Kabul. 


First, the national anthems of the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan and the 
People's Republic of Mongolia were played. 


Then, Dr Faqir Mohammad Yaqubi, Education.Minister and President of the 
Afghan-Mongolian Friendship Society addressed the function on friendly and 
fraternal ties between the peoples, the parties and the Governments of the 
two countries. 


He said, "After victory of the Saur Revolution, particularly its new and 
evolutionary phase, our ties with the people, the party and the Government 
of Mongolia as a loyal and true friend have evolved in extent and depth under 
the leadership of the party and the directives of Babrak Karmal, General 
Secretary of the PDPA CC and President of the DRA PC." 


Dr Yaqubi mentioned the advances and victories scored by the people of 
Mongolia after the victory of the Socialist revolution and the elimination 
of factors that had kept the country backward and added, "It can be mentioned 

















with pleasure that the heroic Mongolia is engaged in a struggle in two fronts: 
for the well-being and prosperity of the people of Mongolia and for ensuring 


peace in the region and the world against the wicked forces of imperialism 
and Maoism," 


"For the realisation of this objective, Mongolia has supported the Saur 
Revolution in our country valorously and steadfastly and has extended every 


fraternal and peaceful assistance to realise the lofty and humane objectives 
of the revolution." 


After this ambassador of the People's Republic of Mongolia, Punptsagiin 
Shagdarsuren, in a speech, thanked the Afghan-Mongolian Friendship Society 
for its glorious celebration of the occasion and pointed to cordial and 
fraternal ties of the peoples of the two countries and expressed hope for 
further enhancement and consolidation of these relations. 


He added, "Right now the revolution's process is being expanded and extended 
in the democratic society of Afghanistan and the policy pursued by the PDPA 
under the leadership of Babrak Karmal, General Secretary of the PDPA CC and 
President of the RC, to implement the humane objectives of the Saur Revolu- 
tion, particularly its new and evolutionary phase, enjoys the decisive and 
broad backing of the popular masses of the people of Afghanistan and the 
world's peace-loving people. 


The function came to a close with a concert of radio-television's artists, 
Telegram From Foreign Minister 
Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 2 Feb 82 p 1 


[Text] Kabul, February 2, (Bakhtar)--A congratulatory telegram by Mingalyan 
Durgar Soran, Foreign Affairs Minister of Mongolia, addressed to Shah Moham~ 
mad Dost, Foreign Affairs Minister, has been received here on the occasion 
of the 20th anniversary of the establishment of political relations between 
Afghanistan and the People's Republic of Mongolia. 





Increased Trade With USSR 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 4 Feb 82 p 2 


(Editorial] 

[Text] Afghanistan and the Soviet —ntries have been contin- 
Union have maintained a ued from the distant past. 
long history of fruitful The abundance of the Af- 
commercial and econo ghan and Soviet antiqul- 
mic ties deeply rooted in ties of artistic and histori- 
the history of the two fr- cal value in the both co- 

_ jendly countries. untries indicate the pro- 

The commercial relations longed fruitful history of 
and transactions with the commercial ties between 
Soviet Unior, the Central the two neighbouring co 
Asia and European  cou- untries. | 














After the victory of the Oc- 
tober Revolution in the 
USSR and the regaining 
of Afghanistan's _ indep- 
endence from the British 
colonialists, the friendly 
relations as well as com- 
mercial and economic ties 
have been further deve- 
loped and expanded. Goo- 
ds exchange protocols 


and commercial contracts 


have been concluded ev- 
ery year. 


Every year, Afghanistan ex- 
ports a variety of fruit. 
wool, cotton. Karakul 
pelts, medical herbs, na- 
tural gas and other pro- 
ducts to the Soviet Un- 
ion and in exchange, im- 
ports a variety of machi- 
nery, petroleum, clothes, 
sugar and other essential 
items at reasonable _ pri- 
ces. 

The Soviet Union has _al- 
ways provided favourable 
conditions and facilities 

for Afghanistan to export 
its commercial commodi- 
ties to the European co- 
untries via the USSR po- 
rts. ' 

In 1959, while the trade 
route was closed by the 
Pakistani authorities to 
our exports and imports, 

the friendly Soviet Un- 
ion provided Afghanistan 
with adequate facilities 

for its exports and imp- 
orts, thus avoiding econo- 
mic losses for it. 


After the Saur Revolution. 


4600/298 


especially its new evolu- 


tionary phase, the frien- 
dly ties between the two 
countries have. been pro- 
moted from the tradition- 


al friendly relations to - 


a new qualitative level 
of friendship and frater- 
nity. The development of 
the relations has also po- 
sitivel¥ affected the com- 
mercial aspects. 


‘According to the statistics 


provided by the DRA co 
mmercial authorities, the 
volume of commerce was 
doubled in 1358 H.S. com- 
pared with 1357 and has 
more than trebled comp- 
ared with the previous 
year. In recent years, the 
imports and exports of 
Afghanistan's commerc- 
id} goods. have been well 
balanced: 


A protocol, on exchange of 


goods between the Dem- 
ocratic Republic of Af- 
ghanistan and the Soviet 
Union for 1982 was con- 
cluded here recently bet- 
ween the Afghan Com- 
merce Minister and the 
Soviet ambassador. 


According to the protocol, 


Afghanistan’s export it- 
ems such as_ natural gas, 
carpet, wool, chemical 
fertiliser, skins and hides, 
dry fruits and handicrafts 
will be exported to the 
USSR in 1982. 


In return primary reguire- 


ments and consumer g90- 
ds such as petroleum pro- 


ducts, vegetable oil, sug- 
ar, detergents, machine 
tools, vehicles. iron goods. 
matches, chemical ferti- 
lizer, textiles. medicines 
and footwear wil] be im- 
ported from the Sovict 
Union, which shows a co- 
nsiderable increase com- 
pared with the vrevious 
years. 


Likewise, the documents 


for the delivery of cons- 
umer goods as gratis aid 
worth 10 million roubles 
and the documents pert- 
aining to the import of 
goods worth five million 
roubles from the consu- 
mer credit appropriated 
for sugar and petroleum 
products, which were sig- 


ned and exchangec betw- 
‘ een the Afghan and Sov- 


iet authorities recently. 
shows a: considerable _ in- 
crease in the volume of 
trade between the two 
friendly and neighbouring 
countries. 


The Soviet Union has pro- 


vided sugar and petroleum 
at a lower than the mar- 
ket prices, before and af- 
ter the Saur Revolution. 


Afghanistan and the USSR 


maintain long borders 
which prove very useful 
from the view point of 
technical and economic 
aspects, transport = servi- 
ces and other _ facilities 


for the commercial tran- , 


sactions and cooperation 


between the two count- | 


ries. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


GUERRILLAS MOVING AGAINST KARMAL SUPPORTERS IN KABUL 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 25 Feb 82 p 4 


[Text] 





lecting taxes from peasants in the 
jurisdiction of their liberated 
areas 


In addition to this, people 
working in offices and factories 
ide them with funds. The 
ujahideen get substantial 
from the Takhar salt 




















CSO: 





our correspondent that the 


Soviets’ latest strategy is to engage 


| 





commented that the Soviets had 


; 


of the cities. Mostly the 


6 
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In fact, these Mujahids are 
drawn from those seven hundred 


people 
refuge in Kabul following the 
Soviet bombardments in other 
areas. A sizeable number of these 
Mujahideen work in shops and 
Off’ es in the daytime and receive 


Supporters of the Karmal 




















ALGERIA 


BERBER CULTURE REHABILITATED THROUGH TV PROGRAM 
Paris LE MONDE in French 9 Feb 82 p 4 


[Article by Daniel Junqua: ‘Algeria--A Television Broadcast Rehabilitates the Ber- 
ber Cultural Demands by Making Them Less Dramatic"] 


[Text] Tizi-Ouzou--Astonishing Algeria--the "three glorious ones" of Tizi-Ouzou 
that in April 1980 marked the high point of the Berber cultural challenge are still 
present in memory; yet that mini-insurrection, about which the Berber militants 
like to say that it was their May 1968, has just been sung in the epic manner--on 
national television. 


The event took place in Tizi-Ouzou even as the cameras of the RTA (Algerian Radio 
and Television) had moved for direct filming of "Interlycees," a program that is 
followed by millions of televiewers and that, every Thursday afternoon, pits the 
schoolchildren of different regions of the country against one another. Last week, 
the girls of the Fatma-Msoumer lycee! were in competition with the pupils of the 
mixed lycee of Khenchela in the Aures: montagnards against montagnards, Berbers 
against Berbers belonging to two regions that were in the vanguard of the struggle 
for liberation and paid a heavy price for it. But the Chaouias of the Aures, long 
Arabized, have until the present hardly been sensitive to the themes developed by 
the Kabyles, and their cultural and linguistic integration is readily cited as an 
example by the authorities. 


The program was awaited all the more eagerly in that in the past, the RTA had cen- 
sored songs in Kabyle off the airwaves, provoking a protest strike by the lycee 
students. The incident had worsened an already tense climate, and last year led to 
Kabylia's being kept out of "Interlycees." Its return therefore constituted a 
minor event. On Thursday afternoon, the House of Culture was strongly guarded by 
the police. The handpicked audience was composed entirely of cadres, civil serv- 
ants, members of the FLN party, and parents of pupils and lycee students. 


The tone was set by the girls of Fatma-Msoumer, who began with a welcoming song in 
Kabyle, then in Arabic, and with dances, while their competitors, more traditional, 
called on the imam and chanted verses from the Koran. The "daughters of Djurdjura" 
so they styled themselves--constantly stressed the specificity of their culture and 





1. Fatma Msoumer (1830-1863), heroine of the resistance to French colonization. 
She had gathered an army of 2,000 women who accompanied the men to war, filled 
their powder-horns, and marked them with henna if they tried to desert. 

















of their patrimony, while at the same time strongly proclaiming their Algerianness, 
constantly associating the name of Amirouche2 with that of Abdel Kader. 


Their songs and poems expressed a triple demand: cultural ("We want to build a Ber- 
ber university in Tizi-Ouzou by voluntary effort"); political ("The aim of our 
struggle is to achieve socialism"); and feminist ("I am the daughter of Djurdjura, 
I am the daughter of the Aures, I who made France leave this country, you have sung 
my beauty but you have neglected me and have not recognized my right"). 


This program--a tangible sign of the evolution of the authorities’ attitude in an 
area in which sensitivities are still keen--is, more than long speeches would be, 
of such a nature as to calm people's feelings and make the cultural problem less 
dramatic. A young cadre, visibly satisfied, drew the lesson from it, pointing out 
to us: "The names of Jugurtha and Massimissa were uttered on television, and the 
sky did not fall on our heads." 





2. Chief of the Kabyle wilaya, and killed during the Algerian war. 
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ALGERIA 


NEW TOURI. T ALLOCATION, SMUGGLING, TRAVEL CONTROLS NOTED 
Paris LE MONDE in French 7-8 Feb 82 p 3 


[Article by Daniel Junqua: "Algeria--Nationals Going Abroad Now Have Available to 
Them a Foreign-Exchange 'Tourist Allocation'"] 


[Text] Since 1 February, Algerians going abroad have the right to a foreign-ex- 
change "tourist allocation" equivalent to DA 1,000 (about Fr 1,300). For children 
under 15, this amount is reduced by half. It can be issued only once per year, but 
will be accumulable for 2 consecutive years. ! 


The Algerian press, commenting on this measure, stresses the advantages of this ap- 
proach, since a family of four or five can now have available, the weekly ALGERIE 
ACTUALITES explains, DA 7,000 to 8,000 (Fr 8,000 to 10,000), which will enable it 
to spend a decent vacation in the country of its choice. It will no longer be 
forced, the journal emphasizes, to use the emigrant network to acquire precious 
foreign exchange, illegally and at a high price. 


The authorities, who in April 1979 had eliminated the exit permit enabling them to 
limit foreign travel, had nevertheless refrained from raising the amount of the al- 
location granted to travelers. The allocation was only DA 300 (Fr 400), a notori- 
ously insufficient sum for living decently for more than 2 or 3 days in France, 
Spain, Italy, or even Tunisia. But it could be obtained upon each exit from the 
country, with no limit on the number of exits. This regulation, adapted in a thou- 
sand ways, was the source of incredible illegal trafficking and was a high-ranking 
factor for depreciation of the national currency, with the parallel rate for the 
dinar in relation to the French franc, for example, going. as high as 1 france for 
DA 2.5 or even 3, whereas the official rate is DA 1 = Fr 1.3. 


Strong pressure had been exerted in the National Assembly for 2 years, particularly 
for the establishment of a-"decent" allocation that would spare citizens the humil- 
iation of chasing down foreign exchange or forcing them into living conditions 
abroad that were very close to vagabondage, as happened in Tunisia every summer. 
The government, concerned to limit the foreign-exchange drain, turned a deaf ear. 
It finally declared in favor of an increase with limitation of the granting of the 
allocation to once a year only. The operation will be noted in the passport, to 
prevent it from being repeated. Those persons who have already been granted the 





* The accumulation provision will not come into force until 1984, for persons who 
did not use their allocation in 1983. 














allocation will still have right of exit, of course; but if they cannot demonstrate 
that they have means of subsistence available to them in the country they are going 
to, they are subject to restraint. With regard to France, this will be almost 
automatic, by virtue of the agreements between the Ministries of Interior of the 
two countries. | 


The Struggle against the D System 


The authorities have further decided to replace the passport presently in use with 
a better-prepared document that will be computerized and unforgeable. This opera- 
tion, which will be carried out over 15 months, will permit an indispensable over- 
haul. As of the present, several thousand passports have been withdrawn from per- 
sons, essentially young people, who were engaged in "Suitcase smuggling" between Al- 
geria and France or Italy. They would pick up once a week, in Marseille or Rome, 
within circuits organized to perfection, suitcases already packed with products 
"made in Europe''*--jeans, stocking, lingerie, perfume, etc--which sell for very 
high prices in Algiers, even wken similar products of comparable quality are avail- 
able in the market. The case of a housekeeper who quit her displeasing occupation 
to go into this better-paying activity is cited. | 





With only her regulation allocation--Fr 400--in her pocket, she would go to Mar- 
seille, fill her suitcase with soap and shampoo bought from a wholesaler, return to 
Algiers and sell it all in the "hammams" (Moorish public baths) at 10 times the 
purchase price. After paying her airplane ticket, she had a net profit of 

DA 2,000 to 3,000 (Fr 2,600 to 3,900) per week. 


This is not the most serious case. In this country in which the D system is king, 
certain persons had managed to procure several passports, which would enable them 
to get the foreign-exchange allocation several times. False passports thus multi- 
plied. And quite recently, the French police discovered a whole batch of false 
Algerian and French identity documents in a clandestine shop in Seine-Saint-Denis. 
The forger, Mustapha Loumici, a former civil administrator in the Algerian Ministry 
of Finance, even had at his disposal rubber stamps hidden in wilayas (prefectures) 
in Algeria. 


The cancellation of passports under way and the gradual replacement of them will 
make it possible to remedy the situation. Issuance of new documents will be sub- 
ject to certain restrictions. To prevent unemployed persons or persons without 
sufficient resources from going abroad to seek work or engage in criminal activi- 
ties, applicants will henceforth have to furnish an affidavit of employment or oc- 
cupation no more than 6 months old or prove that they have a pension or annuity. 
Emigrants will be obliged to have their passport established in the Algerian con- 
sulate closest.to their place of work. They will not be able to justify the for- 
eign-exchange allocation that certain of them would ask for on the occasion of 
their vacation in the country. A passport will be refused to anyone convicted of a 
crime and to nationals who have committed a serious offense abroad. It had already 
been systematically withdrawn from persons who had been subject to expulsion arrest. 





2. Often actually made in Hong Kong or Tunisia. 


3. A bar of soap can be worth up to DA 25 (Fr 32), and a bottle of shampoo up to 
DA 70 (Fr 100). 


10 














Finally, measures have been taken to complicate the forgers' work. Thus, the page 
describing the holder's identity will henceforth be plasticized. Heavy penalties 
are provided for against civil servants who furnish a passport to someone who has 


no right to it. And in case of loss, the person involved may not apply for a new 
one for 2 years. 
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NATURE OF RELIGIOUS EXTREMISM AMONG YOUTHS EXPLORED IN ASSEMBLY 
Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 18 Jan 82 p 4 


/Article by Sharif Riyad: "Officials in the Final Session of Hearings on the 
Youth Issue: Young People Face Contradictions And These Have Prompted Them To 
Deviate in the Name of Religion"/ 


/Text/ After 95 young people and officials had talked on the subject of young 
people, the People's Assembly Youth Committee under the chairmanship of Sami Abazah 
quickly completed the hear‘ng sessions held for that purpose yesterday. The Con- 
mittee will begin preparing its report for presentation to the People's Asxembly 
next month. 


Yesterday's session marked a continuation of the hearing devoted to the opinions 

of officials. The discussions showed that the phenomena surrounding us, the things 
young people observe on Pyramid Avenue and the spread of drinking and debauchery, 
prompt them to deviate in the name of religion and espouse the conviction that the 
barrel of a gun is the way to change this society and that the contradictions they 
are witnessing through the multiplicity of declared slogans and a reality which is 
in violation of that, a reality which unfortunately is painful, have caused them 
confusion. 


The discussions also emphasized that the way to deal with ideas is through ideas, 
not through imprisoning and killing. The speakers demanded that young people be 
given scope to discuss everything, so we may thereby develop their intelligence 
and cause them to avoid the dangers of deviation, by subsidizing religious books 
and issuing religious supplements in the daily papers. 


The discussions also were marked by boldness when the dean of the Faculty of the 
Religiois Call of al-Azhar declared that the Friday sermons were imposed upon the 
imams in the mosques and they could not state the trut:h, so that young people lost 
trust in the imams in the mosques and therefore did not consider them good examples. 
He demanded that proselytizers be given immunity and join a commission remote from 
government power. 


On sports and its importance for young people, the speakers emphasized that sports 
are not services; rather, they are an investment of powers. They demanded that 
attention be given to sports and the agencies overseeing them and that attacks on 
school playgrounds and youth centers be stopped. 
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Attending the meeting were Dr Muhammad Mahjub, chairman of the Social and Religious 
Affairs Committee, and Jamal Nazim, vice chairman of the Higher Council of Sports 
and Youth, who declared that 85 percent of the credits allocated for young people 
in the coming stage will be given to local cities, 


Details of the Discussion 


At the beginning, Faryal Tubar, general youth care supervisor in al-Mansurah Uni- 
versity, spoke. She said that the young people's problems were not the product of 
recent events but that what took place was one cause of their outbursts. 


She underlined the importance of giving young people good examples and wondered 
"Why don't we give young people in universities a chance to discuss everything?" 


She also demanded expanded construction of training centers in various crafts and 
the devotion of young people's spare time to learning these crafts. 


Deviation in the Name of Religion 


Dr Musa Shahin, dean of the Faculty of Principles of Religion at al-Azhar University, 
then spoke, saying "It is necessary to deal with ideas through ideas, not by kill- 
ing, because they are not afraid of death--they are convinced that they will be 
martyrs." 


Subsidizing Religious Books 


Dr Musa demanded that the government subsidize religious books and expand their 
release. He also recommended that small religious supplements be issued with the 
daily papers to spread the truth among the people and facilitate the preservation 
of the truth in every home. 


Then came the turn of ‘Abd-al-Hamid al-Jindi, chairman of the Body-Building Federa- 
tion, and former world champion. He said, "Youth and sports issues do not receive 
adequate common and official attention; they sometimes leap to the surface, then 
interest in them fades and they die down again. 


"With regard to athletics, that does not just consist of soccer; however, it is 
to be noted that attention is given to soccer alone and that the masses and the 
media forget all the other sports." 


Promoting Sports 


Mustafa ‘Ilwani, chairman of the Soccer Federation, spoke next, demanding the 
establishment of a ministry for youth and sports and a review of the national con- 
missions, in terms of their laws and organizations. He also demanded that young 
people take part in these commissions which supervise athletics and that a review 
be made of the law on athletic commissions to promote sports. 


After him Sayyid ‘Abd-al-Hamid Shahatah, secretary of the Village Youth Federation 
Centers, spoke, recommending that rural clubs create an economic revival in the 
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villages by putting young people's powers to use in productive projects under the 
supervision of the club. 


Sports Is a Use of People's Powers 


Dr Kamal ‘Abd-al-Rahim Darwish of the Faculty of Physical Education at the Pyramids 
then spoke, again underlining the importance of sports for young people. He de- 
manded that sports resources be provided in schools. He stated, "Sports is not 
services, they are the use of people's powers." He demanded that the president 
head an agency supervising young people and sports. 


After him Kamil Radwan of the General Urban Youth Center Federation spoke, demand- 
ing that the attacks on youth center pl2ygrounds and lands be stopped. 


Anwar al-Bar'i, general director of physical education in the Ministry of Education, 
stated "There are negative sides to education; the special committee that discussed 
this discovered that there are 22 problems obstructing physical education in the 


schools, starting with attacks on playgrounds and ending with the construction of 
classrooms." 


Where Are the Good Examples? 


Dr ‘Abd-al-Ghaffar ‘Abd-al-'Aziz, dean of the Faculty of the Religious Call at al- 
Azhar, said, "The problem is one of examples. I, in my capacity as dean of the 
Faculty of the Religious Call, which is supposed to graduate proselytizers, say 
that I will not be able to graduate proselytizers at the desired level of compe- 
tence if we remain at the present level." 


He stated, "The reason for that is government interference in everything. The 
Friday sermons are imposed on the imams, They cannot ever speak the truth. There- 
fore young people lose trust in the imams in the mosques because they do not state 
the truth. How can they act as examples for young people?" 


He demanded that the proselytizers be given immunity so that they could speak the 
truth. They should be members of a commission which is separate from government 
power so that they need not worry about eking out a living. 


Speaking after him was Zakariya al-‘Arif, youth care supervisor in ‘Ayn Shams 
University. He demanded that the attacks on playgrounds and youth centers stop at 
once that they be considered criminal, and that the lending out of sports coaches 
be regulated so that we are not deprived of them in Egypt. 


Then Abu Zayd Mansur Muhammad, youth care director at al-Azhar University, spoke, 
also emphasizing the importance of good examples for young people. He wondered, 
"What values and examples do we offer young people when we cast doubts on such 
national achievements as the High Dam? What values and examples do we offer young 
people when they find that their university professors and some journalists are 
transferred from their jobs for unknown reasons?" 
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He said, “After all this, it is not strange that young people should be confused. 
The contradictions young people are going through have led them to be bewildered 
in the midst of the slogans that are voiced and a reality that is at variance with 
them. It is a sad reality. This has all caused young people to lose trust in old- 


er people." 


He demanded that attention be given to strengthening bonds and ties between pro- 
fessors and students in the universities, that discussion groups with young people 
be expanded, that attention be given to what television is offering young people, 
and that youth and sports facilities be bolstered. 


No to the Old Bill 


Abu Zayd Mansur warned against a restoration of the old student bill in which 
students were given free rein. 


Jamal Nazim, vice chairman of the Higher Youth and Sports Council, concluded by de- 
claring that 85 percent of the credits allocated to young people in the next budget 
would be devoted to local areas. 


A Question to the Minister of Information on the Development of the Media 


Dr Muhammad Mahjub, member of the People's Assembly, directed a question to the 
minister of information on the measures the government has taken to develop the 
media, especially in the realm of religious values and family bonds, and the ex- 
tent to which that clashed with the dramas that are being presented, which are 
destructive of family relations, such as the serial "Let Me Live," which consti- 
tutes an invitation to parental disobedience, 
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EGYPT 


NOTED SPECIALIST DISCUSSES APPROACH TO RELIGIOUS EXTREMISM OF YOUTHS 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 15, 22 Jan 82 


/Article by Dr Ahmad Kamal Abu-al-Majd: "Religious Extremism among Young People: 
The Dimensions of the Problem and an Approach to Remedying I[t"'/ 


/15 Jan 82 p 3/ 


/Text/ Since the assassination of the late President Anwar al-Sadat, on whom be 
God's mercy, and the outbreak of waves of violence led by young people in some 
Islamic groups, newspapers have again come to be filled with long stories about 
religious extremism and the manifestations of violence and rebelliousness among 
young people. People who are knowledgeable and people who are not knowledgeable 
have ventured their say on this difficult, complex battleground. Some people have 
hastened to diagnose, come up with results and offer ready-made "prescriptions" 
for the remedy. This is not the first time that papers and councils have been 
packed with this kind of talk. This is because the phenomenon of violence and 
clashes between religious societies with various names and tendencies and the gov- 
ernment in Egypt or a number of Arab and Islamic countries is on the verge of be- 
coming a seasonal phenomenon, which is repeated every 10 years more or less. Their 
beginnings are similar and their sad bloody endings also are similar. There are 
four dimensions to their tragedy. 


The first dimension: 


Exposure to the effects of this violence facing society and its members, systems 
and institutions, which, at its maximum, reaches the point of destruction and group 
sabotage, and the psychological shocks accompanying this destruction, which are 
represented in the disruption of security, jolts to stability, and an entree to 
possible chaos and unknown dangers of which only God is aware. 


The second dimension: 


The tribulations afflicting young people themselves, in which people's spirits are 
crushed, blood is spilled, fathers and mothers are stricken with grief, thousands 
of people are confused over the direction toward a remedy, and millions of others 
around them are afflicted with bewilderment, disturbed vision and disorientation. 











The third dimension: 


The shocks the image of religion sustains in many people's spirits and the conse- 
quences produced by this violence and repeated clashes between groups of "religious 
people” and the state and its government, in the form of a belief in a type of "in- 
evitable connection" between following the road of "religious devotion" and the 
call to Islam and the consummation of these sad endings. That belief has the ef- 
fect of casting a sorrowful shadow of doubt and and suspicion over religious people 
in general, although some of them are in a perverse and unenviable psychological 
and social situation, being guilty until proved innocent, and are constantly in a 
defensive situation which has the effect of depriving the whole society of tremen- 
dous opportunities to benefit from the terrific psychological power that belief can 
generate, the internal surveillance that a group that works, produces and exchanges 
benefits and services cannot dispense with, and the proper growth of the movement 
of life that Islam attains when life is solidly based on the higher values that the 
prophets revealed. For is Islam, in essence, anything but a divine message to the 
whole world which delivers justice, freedom nd mercy to all people? 


Perhaps this third dimension of the tragedy is the most grievous and the most 
blatantly harmful. This is because modern man, in his frenzied rush toward a 
civilization of welfare, money and material possessions, with the forms of narcis- 
sism, obsession with ego, and self-worship that this civilization entails in its 
stages of growth and development, and the social fragmentation that that all has 
engendered and whose fruits have become manifested in violence, crime and aliena- 
tion--mankind today needs the utmost objectivity, far removed from the sermons and 
enthusiasm of proselytizers, in order to seek recourse again in the "conservative" 
basic values of the principles of goodness, compassion and equality among people. 


The peak of the tragedy that waves of religious extremism entail is that they cast 
a series of fears and doubts on these facts, and these insane clashes spread them 
about among people, thus making many people's spirits /turn/ from religion once it 
becomes identified with this repeated seasonal tragedy and once it becomes, in the 
words and deeds of some of these extremists, a call for harshness and suffering-- 
though God made it a source of mercy for both worlds, and in his glory addressed 
his prophet, on whom be God's prayers and peace, on this subject, saying: 


"TH: We have not revealed the Koran to you so that you may suffer." He then 
fashioned of his entire legal system a means for facilitating, alleviating and 
eliminating hardship, stating, in his glory, “God wishes you ease and does not 
wish you suffering" and "God wants to deal lightly with you, for man was created 
weak." Even our learned men, who were later in the full bloom and flower of the 
tolerance of Islam, have said, “If a matter becomes burdensome it will be light- 
ened," and "Hardship brings relaxation. ° 


The fourth dimension: 


It is this which prompted me, after a brief pause, to resume taking my pen in hand 
again after years of lengthy reflection. I can testify, in pain and astonishment, 
to how some people permit themselves to embark on this complex matter, issue rul- 
ings and judgments on it, and offer ready-made "prescriptions" to guardians, many 
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of which are based on ignorance of the actual situation or feign ignorance of it. 

I can testify, along with everyone else, to how we live with the tragedy each time, 
as it is within our hearing and vision, and when faced with it can almost only be 
bewildered, grieve and be amazed. Almost no intellectuals and people who special- 
ize in matters of Islam, society, politics and young people pause before the phenon- 
enon objectively and boldly to examine the reasons for it and to analyze the circun- 
stances behind its emergence and repetition in this familiar fashion, trying to 
block off the road before these vile circles, the circles of enflamed zeal and iso- 
lation from society and the people, then the abyss, the clash, the shedding of 
biood and intolerable acts, 


The starting point in remedying this phenomenon cannot be distant from rectifica- 
tion of the way of viewing it, and freeing treatment of it from the dramatic, op- 
portunistic stances which seduce people by simplifying matters and push them toward 
hasty diagnoses which are not preceded by the necessary minimum knowledge of "the 
facts of the situation." 


In an attempt to grasp the initial thread of this tragic issue, and in order to 
bring the discussion and talk about it back to where the real problems lie, I would 
like to set a number of basic facts in front of researchers, interested parties and 
officials which one cannot forget or ignore when venturing to diagnose and remedy 
the problem. 


The first thread: 
Religious extremism is fundamentally different from criminal and deviant behavior. 


Criminals or deviants are persons whose behavior is headed in the opposite direc- 
tion from the prevailing social and legal rules. From the first moment of their 
activity, they are outside society and its rules and laws. Dealing with them on 
this basis constitutes a normal, acceptable social and political reaction. Religi- 
ous extremism, however, basically moves in the direction of social and religious 
rules; it just goes to excess in the extent of its movement, reaching unacceptable 
dimensions or clashing with other social rules. Its movements, therefore, in its 
initial steps, is not to be censured and it entails no violations. This is what 
places all the government agencies in a position of the utmost difficulty, because 
determining the point at which excesses occur and at which "extremism" in its lit- 
eral sense begins is a relative matter, one of evaluation, and is extremely diffi- 
cult. It is when extremism actually occurs and its negative effects, embodied in 
violations of other social and legal rules, appear, that all the questions about 
the responsibility for allowing this activity to grow and escalate without inter- 
vening to set it right, review it or deter it arise. 


The second thread: 


Religious extremism is not a purely Egyptian phenomenon; rather, it is a worldwide 
phenomenon whose forms are repeated, and sequence of events are reiterated, 
throughout the Islamic world. Its features are strangely similar in spite of the 
many differences social manifestations between one Islamic country and another. 
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Therein lies the corrupt nature of the hasty effort to ascribe this phenomenon, 
with an astonishing naivety, to the psychological circumstances that accompanied 
and followed the 1967 defeat. 


I am writing these lines about the “worldwide nature of the phenomenon of extrem- 
ism” after living in the field with it; as I write what I am writing, it is as if 

I see before me the faces of some of these young people, filled with zeal, uplifted 
by enthusiasm, and filled with a tremendous trust in Islam and the desire to lay 
emphasis on adherence to it. It as if I am hearing their voices, as I have heard 
them, initially rising on high with wisdom and good exhortation, then slipping, in 
part, bit by bit, into narrowmindedness, precipitous conduct, and the rush to accuse 
"others," rulers and ruled, of waywardness, blasphemy and paganism. 


The attempt to explain religious extremism in Egypt in terms of purely local causes 
must, in the best of suppositions, be no more than deficient. This deficiency mst 
subsequently be reflected on all attempts at remedies and reform. I have inter- 
viewed dozens of young people who have stopped at the dividing line between re- 
ligious devotion and fanaticism, at the boundaries separating "adherence to the 
proper religion" and excess, intense action and the declaration of war on society. 
I have interviewed them in Cairo, Alexandria and Asyut, and have interviewed them 
in European capitals and American universities, from Islamic countries stretching 
from Malaysia in the east to Algeria and Tunisia in the Maghreb. I have been 
astounded by the unity of the intellectual wellsprings on which they rely and the 
similarity of the stages some of them pass through in their shift from a quiet 
religious mission to inflamed enthusiasm, then destructive wrath. That reveals 

the existence of a common intellectual and spiritual element whose influence goes 
beyond the realm of the local circumstances of their various countries. 


The third thread: 


Religious extremism is not a new or recently emerging phenomenon. Rather, it has 
roots that strike deep in Islamic history. In this, it is irrelevant whether this 
extremism assumes the form of "excessive concern” with worship and introversion in 
a spiritual experience of a Sufic nature or the form of excess in urging people 
toward Islam, in condemning the hesitant and the deficient, and in bringing this 
condemnation to its maximm limits, which are represented by the repudiation of 
the insubordinate and the infractious. People who study Islamic civilization know 
how immoderately some people behaved, in the era of the prophet, on whom be God's 
greetings and peace, by taking religious duties upon themselves to the point where 
they were harsh with themselves and with people, presenting a picture of Islam 
which was different from the picture God had wished, until the prophet, on whom be 
God's blessings and peace, taught them how the platform of moderation should be by 
saying "This religion is firm; penetrate deeply into it with kindness." He also 
said, "The source is not a surtace which is preserved forever or territory that is 
permanent" and "these are my sayings and doings and whoever detests them detests 
me."' They realize how Sufism arose in an early stage of Islamic history, and they 
remember that Hasan al-Basri and Rabi'‘ah al-'Adawiyah were in the forefront of the 
caravan of religious zeal and the renunciation of the terrestrial world and its 
trappings, and that this caravan's successive wav2s throughout the eras of recent 
and remote Islamic history have been unremitting. 
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The first foundationstone of the “excessive conduct" whose practitioners transgress 
against people was laid in the era of the Kharijites who were the first people to 
renounce Moslems who committed grave offenses. It is in accordance with this cor- 
rupt platform that some modern youth societies have proceeded. 


On the subject of the Kharijites, whose movement waz, and remains, one of the main 
sources of ideas for people who advocate “renunciation,” two things draw the atten- 
tion of the researcher: 


First, the fact that many of the original Kharijites were young people and that 

the strife that led to their emergence, in the wake of the acceptance of ‘Ali, may 
God be satisfied with him, of arbitration, had various reactions. Among the 
prophet's companions we find people who stayed in their homes and their mosques 

and isolated themselves from strife and all parties to it, while others, including 
young people, resorted to positive protest against "strife" and rebeliion against 
the growing discrepancies between the values and principles of Islam, which envision 
a single nation among the Moslems and communality among their blood and property, 
and evil reality, which scattered the society of the Moslems and caused their blood 
to flow in the era shortly after the days of the prophetic mission. Their protest 
took the form of renunciation and atonement together. It is well known from their 
history that their first group to isolate itself from people was in a place called 
Harura', and their movement was therefore called “Harurism." Many of them also 
turned toward “holy war” by their own hand to change the conditions of the Moslems, 
and they set their gaze upon martyrdom, to the point where they were called 
"vendors," in reference to the fact: that they sold their souls to God, a phrase 
taken from the statement of the aimighty, “among people there are those who sell 
themselves out of a desire for God's satisfaction." 


Of one of their leaders, Abu Hamzah al-Shari, it is related that most of his con- 
panions were young people. Some people even condemned him for that and he stood 
up to defend them, stating "I have been informed that you find fault with my con- 
panions and say 'They are youths and young people, or as good as such." Were the 
companions of God's prophet, on whom be God's prayers and peace, anything but young 
people and youths?" 


The other point is that excessive conduct and intellectual extremism in religious 
belief has been accompanied by social and behavioral narrowmindedness. This was 
the case with the attitude of the youn toward Ibn ‘Abbas, may God be satisfied 
with him, when he sent ‘Ali ibn Abu Tali. to them, may God honor his face, to hold 
a discussion with them, and they looked upon him as a boiling cauldron. That was 
the first thing they found repugnant in him, saying "What is this pot doing with 
you, ibn ‘Abbas?" 


In Egypt the idea of extremism did not arise suddenly, as some people imagine. 
Extremists have always represented a "wing" which was present in every Islamic 
grouping. However, they have been a marginal wing, isolated from a determining 
role in matters or the exercise of intellectual leadership, as long as these 
groups had means for overt social action in the context of the statutes and laws 
of the society. But when, for one reason or another, these statutes became too 
narrow to accommodate the activity of these groups, and when a common language 
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between these young people and the agencies of the state was lacking, these young 
people established a "state" or "states" for themselves within the state and caused 
their followers, through their own rulings, to shed the duty of commitment to 
society and the law, for in their view society was a pagan and apostate, and the 
right of command and obedience within these groups shifted from the authority of 
the "guardians" in the state to the authority of the commanders they had appointed 
over themselves. 


The early signs of this thinking appeared and its features were clearly outlined 
in Egypt in political prisons and concentration camps in the mid-sixties. Had the 
government agencies at that time conscientiously followed the steps of these young 
people's intellectual development, they would have recorded the beginning of these 
groups’ "departure" from the broad current of the Islamic movement and religious 
devotion in general. They would have discovered, in lengthy conversations whose 
echoes reverberated in the walls of the prisons in that period, all the features 
of the thinking of the "repentance" society. 


A person reading the book “Proselytizers Not Judges" which the late Hasan al- 
Hudaybi wrote in that period, answering the repentance societies can discern the 
modern history of these groups and learn about many features of their strange 
perverted thinking. 


Above and beyond that, the concomitant features of this modern development reveals 
the inaccuracy of the claim that the phenomenon in Egypt is an extension of the 
Iranian revolution and that its leaders have been influenced by Khomeyni's platform 
in their thinking and their style of action. This is becaure many of the religious 
intellectual premises of Khomeyni's movement are purely Shiite while these groups' 
intellectual sources well up from springs which are obsolete and Sunnite in nature 
and have no connection with Shiite thinking. 


The fourth thread: incorrect treatment of the phenomenon of religious extremism 
is responsible for its growth and spread. 


The error we are referring to here is a compound one which is embodied in two basic 
matters: 


First, diagnosis based on erroneous or inadequate information. 


Ferhaps foremost among the reasons for this erroneous diagnosis is the fact that 
the people who have basically made it, in the course of successive stages of 
clashes with extremist groups, are the security agencies. While, to be fair and 
just, no one has the right to make the security agencies responsible for intel- 
lectual and political interaction with these and other groups, it is just as mich 
a part of this sound thinking to say that security agencies should not consider 
themselves responsible for this political interaction or capable of performing it. 
Our discussion will take a long time and lead us far afield if we continue to give 
examples of the error in diagnosis that the errors in dealing with and remedying 
this phenomenon have entailed. 
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/Text/ The error we are referring to is a compound one which is embodied in two 
basic matters. 


First, Diagonosis Based on Erroneous or Inadequate Information 


Perhaps foremost among the reasons for this erroneous diagnosis is the fact that 
the people who have basically made it, in the course of successive stages of 
clashes with extremist groups, are the security groups. While, to be fair and just, 
no one has the right to make the security agencies responsible for intellectual and 
political interaction with these and other groups, it is just as much a part of 
this sound thinking to say that security agencies should not consider themselves 
responsible for this political interaction or capable of performing it. Our dis- 
cussion will take a long time and lead us far afield if we continue to give ex- 
amples of the error in diagnosis that the errors in dealing with and remedying this 
phenomenon have entailed. 


We consider it appropriate to refer to two examples. The first goes back to the 
early fifties and the second to the early seventies. 


l. At the end of the forties and in the early fifties, as a result of long dis- 
cussions in prisons and concentration camps, many young people in the Society of 
/Moslem/ Brothers worked assiduously to review the society's methods of action, 
and a current, limited in numbers and influence,appeared which rejected the plat- 
form of violence and the style of covert organization which at that time was known 
within the society as the Special Organization. It also rejected the platform of 
being content to take the principles and mores of Islam, and its methods of action, 
from the general sources that made up the society's thinking, the people who ad- 
vocated this current proceeded to put themselves in touch with the mainstream of 
Islamic thought and Islamic culture; they started going back to the original books 
of this thinking and this culture, establishing a current which was scientific and 
research-oriented in character within the society. At that time they called then- 
selves "the Committee of Moslem Youths." Their emergence was in reality an appeal 
for greater democracy, greater scholarliness, within the Islamic current. In 
spite of that, government agencies did not pause to consider this phenomenon and 
did not attempt a psychological, intellectual and social diagnosis of it. Rather, 
they viewed it as a more serious current and began to persecute it. These young 
people scattered among various Islamic countries and thus a current which could 
have been of great moment in the course of the growing religious orientation of 
the young generations was thwarted, or obstructed. Today I look around myself, 
keeping up with some of these young people I have known; I find that one person 

is the director of a big Islamic bank, another is director of a distinguished Arab 
university, a third is manager of a major publishing firm which is active through- 
out the Arab world. On top of that there are others who have settled down to be 
distinguished professors of letters, philosophy, and so forth. However, they have 
all isolated themselves from positions of direct influence on the course of the 
Islamic movement, which forms the thinking of thousands of young Egyptians /and 
other/ Arabs and Moslems. 
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2. The second example goes back to the early emergence of the notion of the "renun- 
ciation" societies in Egypt in the mid-sixties. The "ready-made" diagnosis was to 
consider these groups a natural extension of the Moslem Brothers’ movement. Two 
things helped in this analysis: 


First, there were of necessity signs common to all currents of Islamic thinking and 
social action, which made drawing distinctions among them, which was mandatory, a 
difficult matter on many occasions. 


Second, some of the leaders of these groups and many of their members were the 
children or relatives of old members of the Society of Moslem Brothers. 


While accepting the fact that there was an organic common intellectual ground among 
these various groups, it is still true that there were important differences between 
the intellectual origins and general features of the Society of Moslem Brothers from 
the time it was established until its activity developed diverse aspects, and the 
intellectual, behavioral and organizational origins and features of the youth or- 
ganizations that call themselves societies of renunciation. 


The ill effects of this confusion, which was founded on a one-dimensional security 
classification, were long-range. They had the effect of prompting a rapprochement 
of groups that were in reality distinct and different. They also had the effect 
of making people miss an opportunity to understand the developments on the organi- 
zational and movement levels that were happening among young people, on the stage 
of Islamic activity in particular. Such understanding is indispensable if one is 
to arrive at the best means for dealing with these societies. 


Second, Reliance on Punitive Methods and Deterrent Measures in Dealing with the 
Phenomenon of Extremism 


Reliance on punitive means and methods of material liquidation in resisting extrem- 
ist societies has had a single effect throughout history: it has increased these 
societies' introversion and their inward approach to ideas and concepts and made 
their members miss a true opportunity to enter into a real dialogue with themselves 
and society through which it will be possible to evaluate their ideas, concepts and 
methods of action. On top of that, expanding techniques of prosecution and re- 
pression has created a profound feeling among most members of these groups that 
they are people with a mission and that the punishment and persecution they are 
suffering from by governments is only a reiteration of the phenomenon of the "trial" 
to which_prophets, proselytizers and devout people were exposed throughout history. 
One /sic/. The practical consequence of all this is that the phenomenon of extren- 
ism has not been dealt with and eliminated; rather, it became concealed for a while 
and "went underground,'’ waiting for a new moment of history in which to reappear, 
charged with a latent power that had accumulated during the period of disappearance 
and concealment. Perhaps this is what explains the phenomenon of "escalating" de- 
grees of extremism and the extent of violence employed in each successive wave of 
outbursts of violence and clashes with society and its institutions. The fact 

that these societies take a position of "being oppressed" and "persecuted," on top 
of that, has an extremely significant side effect: many moderates and people who 
want to correct the thinking of these groups and their methods of action hesitate 











to play this part or fail to do so during periods of repression and persecution to 
which the membere of these groups are exposed. 


No one can conceive that the government should keep its hands off people who vio- 
late the law or should be negligent in protecting the institutions of society and 
the lives of its members, but this legal prosecution must remain restricted to 
people who do violate the law and their accomplices and collaborators, and should 
not extend to broad circles of sympathizers who have not crossed the dividing line 
between orientation toward "social rule" and transgression of its boundaries, to 
succumb to clashes with other social rules. 


Expanding the scope of punishment and deterrence is not, we believe, a proper 
security measure, nor is it a sound reform measure. Rather, we believe, it is his- 
torically responsible for the continuation of the vicious circle which the phenomn- 
enon of extremism and violence assumes; it is also responsible for depriving all of 
society of a chance to stay on top of the phenomenon of extremism, confine it to 
the narrowest limits, and win moderates away from its ideas. 


The fifth thread: the phenomenon is complex and its treatment must also be complex. 


At the outset of this study, we drew attention to the error of "single-minded" 
diagnoses of the phenomenon of religious extremism and attempts to attribute that 
to a single cause and to address oneself to remedying it on that basis. Let us 
once again summarize our diagnosis of the phenomenon as being religious and intel- 
lectual in part, political and social in part, and concentrated among the young in 
part. In different countries at different historic stages, these aspects are in- 
terwoven in varying proportion. 


When some of these aspects are connected to society in general, the prevailing 
political and economic system, and the type of relationships that exist among the 
various classes of society, remedying these aspects of religious extremism cannot 
be easy or simple, because that ultimately depends on the attainment of political 
and social transformations whose consummation takes hard work and a long period of 
time. 


Therefore we have considered that we should determine the appropriate approaches 

to remedies in these various fields, leaving it up to other research work which 
will be more thoroughly thought out and better-documented to determine the features 
and details of the remedies in all these three areas: 


A. The intellectual aspect. This requires a near, short-term solution and another 
far-reaching, long-term one. In the short range, the situation calls for a rapid 
exposure of blatant errors of scholarship that most of these scholars succumb to 
in their intellectual platform and in the "contents" and subjects of this thinking 
alike. 


In terms of platform, one must discuss methods for drawing from the sources of 
Islam, the rules for committing oneself to precedents and historic solutions, the 
limits to benefiting from the learning of the ancients and the legacy they be- 
queathed to us, the curriculum for the proper interpretation of the Islamic texts, 
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the Koran and the sayings and doings of the prophet, the rules for deriving evidence 
and making comparative evaluations of evidence, the subject of priorities in pre- 
senting Islam to people, and the guidance of intellectual and organizational efforts 
in service of Islam. 


In the realm of "intellectual content," the situation requires that tk aking be on 
the subjects properly guided of faith and apostasy; the subject of pa; nism and its 
neaning; the "dominion of God' and what that means; the process of cormanding the 
proper and prohibiting the reprehensible, who has the right to do thut, what the 
means for that are, and where the limits of its exercise end; the issue of the 
"society of Moslems" which the prophetic traditions have declared is obligatory and 
cannot be relinquished, what it is, what the conditions for it are, and whether 
this description is correct for every group, small or large, whose members consider 
that they are in the right while the others are in a hopeless state; and, lastly, 
the issue of the relations between Moslems and others and the issue of isolation 
from society and its institutions--is that legitimate, and are there limits or con- 
ditions to this legitimacy? 


Here, the texts will demand hard practical effort and real objectivity. It is not 
proper to direct a list of phrases of accusation and to heap abuse on people who 
hold a given idea; nor is it correct to ignore the religious principles that many 

of these young people proceed from at the beginning. It is not acceptable in re- 
ligious or intellectual terms for the reaction on the government's part to the ex- 
tremism of a group of young people and be an extremist action in the opposite 
direction, in a manner that will cause it to deviate from the path of truth and 
righteousness when the people's belief and faith clash with their basic orientations. 


In the long run, it is necessary that the issue of religious education and curricula, 
al-Azhar, its role, its scholars’ role in society and their relationship to the 
government and the people be set forth again. 


In fact, it is necessary to put the issue of the basic orientations of our educa- 
tional system and the issue of schizophrenia in this education forth for broad 
discussion and careful research. This schizophrenia has added new depth to the 
duality of thought, conduct and everything that has been imposed upon our whole 
generation. 


Either young people accept that and, in the shadow of it, learn how to live a 
"schizophrenic" life, jumping from position to position at all times and combining 
the contradictions in their thought and conduct, or they will rebel against it and 
enter into a crisis with the self and a struggle with other parties and forces in 
society. 


Striving to revive the "curriculum of reason" among a whole new generation--the 
call to Islam in particular--is a subject whose discussion, and the injection of 
belief into which, cannot tolerate further delay, nor can it allow introversion, 
withdrawal into the self or excessive reticence, through the use of words which 
are not suited to religion and by which the world cannot be constructed, 














B. The political aspect, 


Society must preserve two points whose absence will greatly contribute to driving 
young people into a state of "alienation" and “emotional detachment" from society 
and its systems. 


The first point is a reasonable degree of intellectual and political liberalism 
which can furnish opportunities for the expression of opinions, no matter how con- 
tradictory they might be. This liberalism among the young is the true antidote to 
the fever of fanaticism and the failure to realize the multiplicity of angles by 
which reality can be viewed. The absence of a language of dialogue, the lack of 
training in the pursuit of dialogue from childhood, and the closing off of outlets 
for the expression of contrary views and positions all entice people to resort to 
subversive activity in political action. 


The second point is the implantation of a certain amount of mtual trust between 
individuals and the government and its institutions and the setting of limits to 
the crisis of credibility which our political life has suffered from for a long 
time. This crisis between the government and its institutions on the one hand and 
the people, and the various members of the society, on the cther, are what give 
free rein to "violations" against society, and impart to these violations, among 
those who commit them, a special legitimacy which is engendered by the belief that 
all the actions of the government and its agencies are fraudulent and meretricious. 


The government's embrace of the principles, values and decisions to which it de- 
clares it is committed, while in fact depriving these principles of truth, its 
clever co-opting of the institutions that embody these principles so that they be- 
come bodies without spirit and phantoms behind which there is no reality, and its 
reiterated ability to face opponents and people who call for reform by holding up 
a long list of accomplishments before oppcnents, while it knows, and they know, 
that those are just words and slogans that block the way to true reform--this all 
drives young people into bitter despair and fills them with a yearning to seek 
other means of reform and change, means which do not pass through the medium of 
the state and its institutions. 


C, The social aspect. The situation requires that one pause at length before the 
subject of the equity of distribution. 


This is because emerging from the realm of “economic introversion," an orientation 
to create individual, autonomous incentives for work and production, and adopting 
the policy of economic liberalization toward the world, which requires the neces- 
sary sources of financing for development projects, does not, in any event, in the 
views of young people and others, justify the grievous error of succumbing to two 
things: 


1. Having the whole society rush with a sort of fever tc.1rd a type of consumer 
luxury which does not at all conform to the real amount of the wealth in society 
and its buying power. In the depths of the feelings of young people, and others, 
there is something sinful to this orientation; large numbers of members of the 














society remain unable to adjust to patterns of life in a society of luxury and con- 
sumption unless they devote tremendous attention which will absorb their entire 
lives to it. 


2. The fact that the door has been opened, under the slogan of liberalization and 
freedom of private economic activity, to forms of social discrepancies which reach 
a point of provocation. What transforms a feeling of social differences into a 
feeling of anger at provocative phenomena is not the degree of difference in in- 
comes and wealth but the feeling that behind this difference, in part at least, 
lies a sort of corruption in which economic protection is given to one group to the 
exclusion of another, and equality in individual and group attainment of equal op- 
portunities is missing. The values that are dominant in the context of a society 
of “unlimited consumption" and “enrichment without legitimate cause," and the grow- 
ing discrepancies that the facilities of some government agencies promote, have 

the effect of prompting individuals to engage in a sort of savage race to enrich- 
ment in which the spirit of selfishness and greed within them is nourished, gradual- 
ly eliminating any feeling for society and its interests and any feeling of con- 
mitment to maintain, protect and preserve it. These are all preparatory steps for 
all forms of anti-social conduct, conduct which in its farthest limits takes the 
form of a readiness to destroy and commit sabotage. 


D. In the context of young people, any attempt to deal with the phenomenon in 
terms of ways of working with young people, which is in turn a complex process, 
merits a long future discussion which will be concerned with the story of govern- 
ment and political work with young people in Egypt and the shocks and setbacks to 
which this work has been exposed, bringing many young people to the point of silent 
despair and aversion to all calls to action adopted by the government and its in- 
stitutions. People who work with young people in the executive and political areas 
today know their problems as we know them, and know the way to solve them as we 
know it. There is nothing magical or obscure about it. Rather, we implore, and 
cry out, again: "Work for young people and work with them. Do not use them. Be 
truthful with them. Do not co-opt them. Trust them, ask for their trust, do not 
be afraid, and let the system of ‘holding big parties," giving laudatory speeches 
on occasions, and holding parades, which is hypocritical, a waste of time and de- 
meaning to the ruler and the ruled, come to an end, never to return. 


"Let people working in the youth field be given security and guarantees so that 
they will not be preoccupied with their own security at the expense of that of the 
country or with their own future at the expense of that of the rest of the country." 


In conclusion, these are the intertwined threads of religious extremism. These 

are the preliminary approaches to dealing with them. We have reviewed them in as 
much detail as the situation allows. However, they need more effort in the form 

of discussion and investigation, far removed from provocation, haste or the desire 
to justify positions. The situation is serious and will not tolerate shallow at- 
titudes. The tremendous power which young people give to the life of the people 
around them, can, when their vision becomes confused, when the doors of hope with- 
in them are closed, and when they become distressed with themselves and with people, 
be transfommed into a force of unlimited sabotage and destruction. 
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EGYPT 


PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY DISCUSSES YOUTH ISSUES, PROGRAMS 


Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 17 Jan 82 p 4 


/Article by ‘Isa Murshid: "Significant Discussions of Youth Issues in the People's 
Assembly: A National Organization Chaired by the President To Set Out Youth Plans 
and Programs''/ 


/Text/ The People's Assembly Youth and Sports Committee witnessed heated dis- 
cussions yesterday on young people's problems. The committee held the third hear- 
ing session under the chairmanship of Sami Abazah, and it lasted 4 hours. In the 
course of it, the committee heard officials in all the various sectors, having 
listened to young people in the course of the two sessions last week. 


All the officials affirmed that the young people's causes were of a higher order 
than the everyday issues of society and that the solution of their problems began 
with the social and economic reform of society. They called for the creation of a 
national youth organization to be chaired by the president, or vice president, to 
set forth plans and programs for young people, unify youth care agencies under one 
apparatus in place of the fragmentation we are suffering from now, and set out 
stable national programs that do not change with changes in ministries. 


Everyone affirmed that the young people of Egypt were in a good state and were not 
being extreme in regard to Islam, and that what exists is not religious illiteracy 
but rather a shortcoming in religious education. They demanded a review of the 
public service law, elimination of the negative features in it, trials for deviants 
and the avoidance of sloppiness. 


Dr Ahmad Mursi, youth secretary of the National Party, said "Why is there a fear 

in the society that young people might require open organizations in the framework 
of the political parties? Such organizations would divert young people from member- 
ship in illegal secret organizations." 


Salah Jalal, the head of the Journalists’ Union, stated "The proliferation of youth 
organizations has kept young people from acquiring a dignified appearance. We 

must consolidate youth agencies in order to guarantee stability, achieve trust and 
avoid receiving national instructions in order to start studying issues; reform 
should start from the base, not from the top." 














Minutes of the Meeting 


The first speaker was Dr Ahmad Mursi, youth secretary of the National Party, who 
said "Society has not created causes which the young people of this generation can 
rally around, as the young people of previous generations did. Society is still 
burdened down with many problems it can solve only through the positive effective 
participation of young people. We must set young people along the proper road so 
they can take part in building up Egypt, because the Americans or Europeans won't. 
The condition is that this participation be openly declared. We must solve the 
problem of university textbooks which still exists, has not been solved, and repre- 
sents an obstacle to young people in the universities, as well as changing the cur- 
rent system of youth care, whose deficiencies and failure to keep abreast of reality 
have been proved, so that young people will not be loved as if by the wolf that 
kills its young. In this society there is a fear that young people might obtain 
openly declared urganizations in the framework of the political parties, and this 
fear prompts young people to join secret illegal organizations. The experiment of 
the youth organization has been the subject of accusations and has been distorted 
because its members have been accused of being spies on their parents and brothers. 
I consider that young people who spy on their families do not deserve the honor of 
citizenship. I am not defending the youth organization experiment, but I do con- 
sider that we have cast young people adrift. It is necessary to create an openly 
declared organization for young people in the framework of the political parties. 
There should be no difference between young people in the National Party or those 
in the Liberal Party, the Labor Party or the Grouping Party--they want to build up 
Egypt, and the leaders must hold conferences for them so they can take part in 
building Egypt up." 


Where Should Reform Start? 


The floor was then given to Salah Jalal, the head of the Journalists’ Union, who 
said "The subject of young people has advanced only through instructions from 
above, that is, instructions issued by senior officials. That must not be our ap- 
proach. Every 10 years we have a problem with young people. Then we fall silent, 
until we wake up to the next catastrophe. Then there came 6 October 1961, which 
sounded a warning for us with a sorrowful incident. The officials and leaders 
should have seen that before this incident occurred, but who was going to bell the 
cat? Let us talk about how we can carry out a bold national problem to cope with 
the facts in all their dimensions. There are 30 bodies that are playing with the 
future of young people and fighting amongst themselves for their own interests, 
not those of the young people. These bodies do not give young people a dignified 
appearance and that prompts them to work underground in secret organizations. Ex- 
isting bodies that claim to specialize in young people are governmental and there 
are many problems among them; this results in corrupting young people and wasting 
their time. Decrees in Egypt come from the top; the government issues them. Re- 
form always starts from above, not from below. Government agencies promote many 
slogans; reform must start from the base." 


At this point Sami Abazah, chairman of the committee, interrupted him and said 
"We have not received any instructions from above; rather, this is a plan that the 
People's Assembly committees have made. It is true that we are now in serious 
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need of immediate solutions to young people's problems which will be compatible 
with our Egyptian situation. We are anxious to build up the Egyptian people, and 
there must be a consolidated law on young people." 


Nationwide Plans 


The head of the journalists’ union then resumed his discussion, saying "I wish 
people speaking in the People's Assembly would be allowed to express their opinions 
without interruption. Interruption is an intrusion on freedom of opinion. I say 
that the decrees are issued from above, and that has led to young people's loss of 
trust in leaders. Plans change with changes in ministries. Young people see mil- 
lionaires and deviants, the society is not integrated, and we must set out stable 
nationwide plans and not be lax in prosecuting deviant adults. We want to give 
young people enough power to ensure the restoration of trust between leaders and 
young people, and consolidate the agencies responsible for young people within a 
single apparatus. Young Egyptians are in a good state because when they travel 
abroad they succeed when they are given a chance. The nationwide press does not 
allocate space to young people's subjects even now. Everything comes by instruc- 
tion from above. There isn't even a university or student press. If we want tec 
do something for our young people, who are watching what we are saying now, we must 
dispel the doubts they entertain and give them trust." 


Our Young People Are in a Good State 


Dr Muhammad al-Sa'di Farhud, vice president of al-Azhar, said "Our young people 
are in a good state. We must concentrate on bringing up good citizens, because 
our land is the cradle of religions and aspires to what is good for all mankind. 
Young people demand good examples at all levels, a comprehensive, overall treatment 
not a partial treatment, of issues, job opportunities in the legal context, and the 
introduction of a comprehensive democratic style into the schools and universities. 
They demand that young people have a share in boards of directors, general assemb- 
lies and people's assemblies and they want a solution to the problems of wages and 
housing for themselves."' He then gave as an example the time he urged one of his 
children to finish his studies, and said, "What does that mean, ‘I am suffering?' 
Getting 40 is sloppy! What can I do with them? This is a waste of young people's 
time. In addition it is necessary to review the Public Service Law because there 
are many negative points in it. If we are going to build, we cannot let others 
destroy. The word of God is declared every day and every hour, and we find people 
running it down, in the press and on television, with provocative stories and 
serials that violate values and religion." 


Spiritual Upbringing 


Lt Gen Sa'd-al-Din Sharif, chairman of the General Federation of Boy and Girl 
Scouts, emphasized the religious aspect, stating "Our young people need a spiritual 
upbringing and the inculcation of religious beliefs. Our young people have many 
problems, but we are always talking too late, after getting into bottlenecks and 
succumbing to catastrophes. Young people see no fine examples in their leaders. 
Everywhere there are promises that are not carried out. People who take bribes 

are not brought to trial. Young people go into a rage over these flaws but no one 
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is around to respond to them. It is necessary to set out a plan to coordinate all 
efforts to inculcate religious values in people, because that, not putting them in 
prison, is the only way to remedy their situation. Not every young Moslem is an 
extremist. The error lies rather with the leaders, who have not made an effort to 
get young people to rally around them, The major writers are not writing about 
values so much as about sex, treason and provocation. Promises to apply Islamic 
law have not been carried out for decades and the People's Assembly is responsible 
for the fact that they have not." 


Sporting Awareness 


Dr Muhammad al-Hamahimi, instructor in the Education Faculty at the Pyramids, 
asserted that young people's problems are multifaceted and start from childhood, 
because there are no nurseries or sporting grounds in the schools. The schools are 
concerned with theoretical aspects, not applied aspects. He put emphasis on at- 
tention to schools for hobbies, young people's use of free time, attention to sport- 
ing activity in the schools, the opening of clubs for young people, reduction of 
dues in these clubs, and concern to spreading an awareness of sports, making 
physical education compulsory in schools and universities. 


Military Education 


Col Fahim Shadid, commander of civil defense, then spoke, stating "Military train- 
ing instills discipline and combats sloppiness. We must concentrate on changing 
the way young people look at it and review military uniforms and food so that full 
benefit may be derived from military training. We must also introduce it into 
labor and youth sectors and study the possibility of counting the military train- 
ing period as part of the conscription period, applying it uniformly within the 
schools and universities, so that it is completed during the academic year and not 
summer vacation." 


No Extremism in Religion 


Dr Jamal-al-Din Mahmud, secretary general of the Higher Council of Islamic Affairs, 
said "Young people make up half of Egypt. Therefore it is wrong for us to be slow 
in giving their causes a general airing. We need a proliferation and diversity of 
opinions. A youth organization will not be enough for them because it will create 
single ideas; therefore all governorates must be interested in exploiting young 
people's powers. We in Egypt do not have a problem of a religious vacuum--we have 
a cultural vacuum," 


Censorship and Television 


Basili Jurays Dawud, a television producer, concentrated on the problems of tele- 
vision and radio and television fare, and its relationship to young people, in his 
statement, He said, “Why the attack on radio and television agencies? They are a 
modern agency offering many diverse things. They have provided material that gave 
Egypt revenues while the Suez Canal was closed. Now, however, in view of the fact 
that its leaders do not remain in their positions for long periods, the studios 
have suspended production because of strict censorship and have started to be 
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active in joint production. Finally, radio and television wages are heavily laden 
with deduction and the television service has started importing material from 
abroad, because the criteria for censorship are unclear. Therefore it is necessary 
to review the censorship law regarding different categories of artistic production." 


The File on the Issue 


Nur-al-Din Fahmi, director of youth in al-Sharqiyah, said, "The file on the issue 
of the young people has become comprehensive and what was once received nervously 
or aimed at the settlement of personal scores has disappeared. We must now seek 

proper solutions and recommendations. The issue of young people is above all con- 
cerned with everyday matters, because it comprises issues of the economy, produc- 
tion, the eradication of illiteracy and family planning, and needs a solid long- 

range strategy. We lack a notion for working with young people in all fields and 
it is necessary to solve this issue in the context of the educational dimension." 


The director of youth of al-Sharqiyah demanded that a single organization be created 
to take charge of responsibilities of solving young people‘s problems, and said 

that this organization mst be nationwide, comprise officials in all sectors, and 

be headed by the president or vice president, who would be in charge of preparing 
the necessary plans and studies for young people, establishing a spirit of demo- 
cracy in dealing and talking with young people, stressing national affiliation, 
putting a stop to foreign trends that are aimed at destroying the Egyptian heritage, 
and showing concern for the nationalist and political guidance of young people. 


Athletic Excellence 


Shawqi Shafiq, chairman of the Egyptian Judo Federation, stressed the need to give 
attention to sports, as they are the basic entree to solving young people's prob- 
lems, to expand construction of sports clubs, since they are aimed not just at pro- 
viding physical activities but also at promoting cleanliness and good health, to 
bring athletic excellence back into the universities, to honor Egypt's athletic 
leaders, to establish a union to look after them and offer them services, to al- 
locate a day every week for young people to engage in sports, and to review official 
participation in the boards of sporting clubs and federations. 


Husayn al-Sharbini, of the artists’ unions, said, "The problem of young people is 
not separate from economic and social problems; the solution of the problems of 
young people must start with the social and economic reform of society." 


The People's Assembly Allocates 10 Percent of the New Towns to Establishment of 
Sports Facilities 


At its next session, the People's Assembly will discuss a recommendation on allocat- 
ing 10 percent of the space in the new towns to the construction of sporting 
facilities. 


The Housing and Public Utility Committee of the People's Assembly had agreed at its 
meeting under the chairmanship of Eng Muhibb Istinu to this recommendation presented 
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by its member Sami Abazah, and prepared a report in which it pointed out that there 
was an urgent need for sporting facilities where young people could engage in vari- 
ous sporting activities, and that that was in keeping with the government's policy 


toward expanded construction of sporting facilities to give citizens incentives to 
live and settle down in the new communities. 
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PROMINENT NOVELIST CALLS FOR REASSESSMENT OF YOUTH ROLE 
Cairo MAYU in Arabic No 46, 14 Dec 81 p ll 


/Article by Sana’ Sa'id: "A Frank Conversation with Najib Mahfuz: Young People 
Have the Right To Rebel, But through Legitimate Channels"/ 


/Text/ Najib Mahfuz, a traveler through time, on a jovrney to the depths of time, 
has now reached 70. He always has an inexhaustible wellspring of resources with 
him. In every session one holds with him, in every meeting, views, aspirations 
and subjects are discussed with new vigor. There is more than one approach through 
which you can penetrate to his intelligence. It is an alert intelligence which 
gives you new evidence, proof and issues. His life is a serial devoid of complica- 
tions, Order dominates him. He hates to waste his time on things he does not 
like. He laughs a great deal at pleasant jokes, at embarrassing situations, at the 
fraudulent statements of international politics and at man's inconsistencies, 
which are many. Najib Mahfuz' aspirations are humble. His aspirations in life 
are limited, contrary to his great, unlimited output. He possesses a purity of 
spirit which guarantees that you will be drawn into lengthy discussion with him 

on the many issues that the age imposes upon us and that nature dictates we seek 
solutions for. 


Question: Today we are in a situation where we need thinkers who can discuss 
reality rather than describing or presenting it. In the course of your discussions 
of the situation in Egypt today, what comes to the surface and occupies the greatest 
importance? 


Najib Mahfuz: First I must make a distinction between the two situations you have 
just referred to; I must distinguish between describing, or presenting reality 
and thinking about and discussing this reality, or between describing a malady 
and recommending a remedy. Description is a first step which is necessary, and it 
is upon proper description that a proper remedy is founded. 


The second point is that the arts in general are more inclined to present ailments 
and their causes, thus prompting people to commit themselves to finding solutions 
to them. This explanation is necessary if one assumes a criticism of art and an 
emphasis upon thought from your question; in reality they are two concomitant 
functions, As regards matters that float to the surface now, which people must 
think about and determine remedies for, I might mention these without restricting 
myself to any scale of priorities--discipline, democracy, social justice, cleaning 


34 











house. These are theoretical principles, but they are in reality necessary for 
anyone aspiring to solve problems, since there can be no value to a solution if no 
background in the form of principles exists. For example, one of the problems that 
of necessity rise to the surface is the economic and political situation of young 
people, and culture. When I say that that is rising to the surface, it has not 
emerged as a new phenomenon just because it is rising to the surface or because 
specialists are discussing it. We must provide the theoretical principles I have 
raised as a basis for finding solutions to any problem. All economic solutions 
will fall apart if they are not backed by discipline, if they do not arise and are 
not applied in a democratic atmosphere which respects people's opinions and diver- 
gent opinions, and if they do not have as their goal the good of the community as 
a whole, that is, social justice, in the sense that it is binding upon us to clear 
the air of corruption and corrupt persons before starting any activity, lest the 
solutions fall apart on us. 


Question: It seems to some people that dictatorship no longer casts a shadow and 
that democracy has swept everything away. How can we put a limit to the lapses of 
democracy, or, more correctly, what is the road to a clearly codified democracy? 


Najib Mahfuz: When we think about democracy, we must not ignore the fact that we 
are in a period of transition from authoritarian to democratic rule and that there- 
fore democracy in this period must be somewhat unambitious, in the sense that the 
sovereignty of the law must be achieved, in every sense of the word, provided that 
only those articles prevail that are indeed entitled to prevail. There might be, 
within the laws, some articles that are not entitled to prevail. 


The second point is that there must be room for free dialogue and divergent views, 
whatever they might be, and that they must be expressed with a constructive 
objectivity far removed from a provocative spirit or rhetoric that is of no benefit 
or use, That is, persons in opposition must fully believe that they are part of 
the governing system, even if they belong to the private sector. In fact, people 
who by their opinions are prohibited in the constitution and the law from forming 
parties or exercising their own actual activity must be given room to express their 
opinions and participate in the dialogue; this can come about by their belonging 
to specialized national councils or the Consultative Council. 


Question: Let us come back to democracy. Aren't you worried that it may experience 
lapses, deviate from the right path and become transformed into chaos in many 
people's minds? 


Najib Mahfuz: Where do we stand on democracy's flaws? We are not worried about 
it in terms of ourselves and it is not worried about us in terms of itself, be- 
cause we are still in its initial stages. 


Question: Basically, freedom means that man can act, think and believe what he 
wishes while showing consideration for others. How can this principle be deeply 
implanted without causing a confusion between freedom and chaos? 


Najib Mahfuz: To answer that question, let us review the media of expression. 
First we find the mass media, such as the radio, television and movies; these 





address the broad masses which are about 75 percent illiterate. They also address 
them in a negative state, because these masses are at the disposal of the media and 
find no chance to think, not such as one would find between the covers of a book. 
Therefore these media must be subject to proper censorship--not just to protect 
society but also to protect people's minds, as they cannot find a chance to func- 
tion. Next we come to the other means of expression, which are through the written 
word. Here the radius narrows, belonging to readers rather than listeners. Their 
freedom must be absolute, within the limits of the existing laws. The writer must 
choose one of two paths, either to be in agreement with the law or not and to chal- 
lenge it and pay the price. The third level, which I would like to talk about here, 
is thought at its highest academic levels, scientific research among professors 

who are intellectuals. These people develop their ideas in very special areas 
which have no concern with the masses or even the majority of intellectuals. There- 
fore their freedom must be absolute, devoid of restrictions or conditions. These 
people must not be restricted by anything--a constitution, a law or a religious 
belief. 


Question: Why would you give this group what you would withhold from others? 


Najib Mahfuz: Because it cannot get at the truth if there are any restrictions on 
it, because its ideas do not constitute a threat to the masses or to people who 
are affected without thinking. Their ideas revolve within a refined circle where 
there are opinions and contrary opinions. I cannot impose restrictions on them 
because here ideas should be subject only to the laws of ideas alone, not to man- 
made laws. 


Question: What about you, as Najib Mahfuz the thinker? 


Najib Mahfuz: I belong to the second group, and my freedom is in my own hands. 
If an idea occurs to me that public law attacks, I am free to be on my guard 
against it or to sacrifice myself for it. 


Question: Intellectuals are generally people who create values. They are people 
who sense a need for change before others. How, from your point of view, can we 
create the requisite change? 


Najib Mahfuz: That action is required of the government and the people. Discipline, 
for example, has no value without an agency to follow up on it, to conduct over- 
sight on it, to receive complaints regarding it and to present these to agencies 
that will make decisions on them at once, Otherwise it amounts only to a momentary 
outburst that will soon end, and that we do not want. To this end, the majority 
must establish a secretariat general or committee devoted to oversight of discipline, 
for example, provided that that committee have branches in all governorates. This 
might be the greatest link between a party and the public of the people and could 
be a greater guarantee of a majority than anything else. 


Question: That is fine, but we do not have a policy for the long haul. 


Najib Mahfuz: That can be attained through followup and surveillance. This 
agency or league’s activities can be presented to the People's Assembly annually 
so that it can see how serious the performance is and how important it is to con- 
tinue with it. 
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Question: In a serious process of research, what means are there to create balanced 
people who are not fanatical, who do not Lack an awareness of things that are of 
long tradition and are not extreme or lack an awareness of things that are new? 


Najib Mahfuz: The mea’: *~ that end are to create people with independent minds 
who are accustomed to th..uw..sng about everything they are exposed to and making the 
proper choice a spirit of freedom, so that independent thinking and choice become 
second nature to them. Here one should not worry about people being fanatic over 
past beliefs with no restrictions or conditions, or rushing headlong into the spirit 
of the age without restriction or conditions; they will be people of integrity who 
discuss, execute, and choose and will not be brainwashed. How can one create such 
people? The start of the creative process lies with parents and their positions on 
these people. They may be coercive positions, and they may be positions that hold 
to a requisite spirit of dialogue. Then comes education, where we can see whether 
people have acquired information just to retain and listen with or whether they can 
discuss and act. Then comes the role of the media, in the form of the press, radio 
and television, where we see whether people are subjected to a kind of brainwashing 
and specific opinions and values are promoted which they embrace, in the manner of 
the promotion of Savo in advertisements, or whether everything is being promoted 

in the form of a dialogue where these people find themselves always taking part. 


There then comes the role of the parties, and the question of how to train young 
staff members, whether they should be made to take part in political action or 
whether a position should be taken on them where recreational soirees will be or- 
ganized and they will be offered sports and tourist activity but not made to help 
bear responsibility and really think about their country's problems. 


The positive results that are desired from these areas will give us the people we 
want, in other words, people whose intelligence we can have confidence in and whom 
we can then leave alone and not worry about. 


Question: What is the secret behind the oppression to which Egyptians’ individual 
spirit has been exposed, to the point where some people have come to worry that it 
may be on the way to disappearing? 


Najib Mahfuz: This may basically be ascribed to the system of government in the 
country. Throughout our long history, before the Ottoman era, the regime was 
dominant and did not allow any divergent opinions. We had uprisings against this 
coercion, which were embodied in two revolutions, the ‘Urabi revolution, which un- 
fortunately was thwarted, and the 1919 revolution, which the reactionaries hurried 
to join as of the first day, with the result that as a consequence the country was 
governed in a democratic fashion for only a few years. Most of the time, the gov- 
ernment was tyrannical. Then came the July 1952 revolution, which was concerned 
with liberating the people from many historic, economic and social obstacles but 
put off its democratic plans, so that the citizen became accustomed to waiting. 
There can be no salvation for this individual spirit except through unlimited 
doses of democracy at all levels--in the home, in the educational institutions, 

in the context of the government. 


Question: In the midst of an environment of rapacious greed, complicated communi- 
cations and red tape, can Egyptians regain their individual spirit and their deep 
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culture, in order to stand on solid ground and not on shifting sand tossing them 
amd others about? 


Najib Mahfuz: The fact is that that has become one of the severest of tasks. We 
have no choice but to exert the maximm effort to reform all our structures, rely 
on education and freedom, and await the results while hoping for the best. We 
have no choice but to do what we must do and hope for the best. There are things 
which cannot be dealt with easily, but, in order for citizens to appreciate the 
work of people who strive to reduce obstacles, they must contribute deep thinking 
to it, if only to sense how difficult it is and not ask them what is beyond their 
power. At the same time they must reconcile themselves to patience and do what 
they must if it is asked of them. In my opinion it is in one's ability to provide 
this if two things are realized: a good model and the participation of the t 
people in the sufferings of the ordinary citizen. ; 


Question: With suffering, people assume what has come to be called in Egyptian 
society a humane spirit, in accordance with the prevalent notion. Today it is be- 
ing said that people have lost their humane spirit and that that is no longer a 
firm basis for their dealings with others. 


Najib Mahfuz: Innate disposition is the basis for a feeling of humane spirit, and 
nothing proves that more than the fact that if people are left to their own devices 
they will develop a feeling of humanity which will embrace and encompass everyone. 
However, educational factors tend to limit or reduce the humane spirit, in the 
course of the attainment of given benefits for given individuals. Ideological ed- 
ucation prompts people to take pride in one opinion at the expense of another. 
Nationalistic education makes people take pride in one country at the expense of 
another, Family education prompts people to be concerned with their own interests 
at the expense of others. Therefore I say that in order for people to have a sense 
of humane spirit and humane relationships, these must grow up with them in the home 
and be reinforced through education in the school, and, more important than all 
that, they must find vivid examples in society. Thus they will become steeped in 
these humane attitudes and these will become a sort of innate disposition which 
they can put into practice. It is through a humane spirit that we gain an entree 
into the context of a new life where standards of success are different from those 
of the past. Populations have increased and competition has grown intense. With 
the loss of social justice among people, everyone has come to feel that in order 

to receive his due he must step on others or he will be abandoning his dignity. 

It is as if society today is demanding different values of people in order for them 
to succeed. How, therefore, can we preserve the wherewithal for a new life, with 
the knowledge and science that entails, engage in a headlong rush to life, and at 
the same time retain humane values? There is a principal, basic point, alongside 
education, and that is the need to commit oneself to the principle which holds 

that violating values will not lead to the objectives behind those values. It is 
not reasonable that I should leave one party in order to be appointed to another 
one. Here appointments must be restricted to competence, not personal efforts. 

Let us not forget that rulers have favored thousands of people, and they know the 
price that was paid for that, but it is possible to overcome that sort of illness 
if the society has integrity. 
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Question: What about young people and rebellion? I have especially experienced 

the delight of rebellion, since I became swept up into philosophy, abandoned science, 
abandoned science for letters--how can this unruliness be guided to flow into posi- 
tive constructive molds? 


Najib Mahfuz: Young people have the right to rebel. Rebellion here means promot- 
ing a change in what exists. This is a natural thing and it is part of the logic 
of life, which is eternally developing new features. When young people reach a 
particular age, they begin to get angry at much of what their fathers and older 
brothers accepted. If their positions meet with sympathy, and if they find scope 
for expressing their opinions, they can find an entity that expresses their opinions 
and will join it. If this happens, legitimate rebellion and an act of affiliation 
occur at the same time. However, if the opposite is the case, with regard to 
people who are not allowed freedom of expression, action and legitimate affiliation, 
then here, they will end up in one of two bad sicuations in the course of express- 
ing themselves--indifference and repression or deviation and violence. Therefore 
we must open up legitimate channels for expressing this rebellion, so that it can 
be used as effectively as possible. 


Question: Many talented people are idle. What is the way to get these talented 
people in movement, especially since talent is not supposed to be denied? 


Najib Mahfuz: At the outset it is necessary to search out the reasons so that we 
can realize how to get them in motion. It might be the climate they are living in 
that is preventing them from moving. It might be a climate which prohibits free 
thought, does not recognize scientific upbringing, or is lacking in incentives and 
encouragement, If we understand the reasons we can set the phenomenon straight 
and remedy it. 


Question: What about the freedom and commitment Najib Mahfuz possesses? 


Najib Mahfuz: Artists always aspire to freedom, but freedom entails an intrinsic 
responsibility which is not to be taken lightly, of course, and this is embodied 
in the writer's free commitment to national, ideolozical or human issues. I do 
not think that a work of mine exists which is lacking in one or another of these 
issues, 


Question: Now that you have reached the age of 70, do you look back in anger or 
contentment? What about the future? 


Najib Mahfuz: There is no total contentment behind me, but I do foresee good 
things over the long range. I am content to find serious sincere work and good 
models, Here I can continue to be patient until the good is achieved, and not 
rush it. 


The features of change which Najib Mahfuz portrays with his pen through his writ- 
ings are a truthful expression of the inner pulse of a writer who has steeped 
himself in Egyptian society. His most prominent characteristics have been simplic- 
ity, humility, and an aversion to formality, imitation or pretentiousness. It is 
up to Najib Mahfuz to talk about this era's performance through its crises and con- 
tradictions, but salvation, in his view, lies in a sense of belonging and in 
balance. 
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LIBYA BACKS IRAN PLAN FOR UNITED ISLAMIC FRONT 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 22 Feb 82 p 1 


[Text] 





TRIPOLI “Libya is 
basically in agreement with 
Iran’s proposal for the forma- 
tion of a united Islamic Front”’ 
said the Libyan Foreign 
Minister Abdelati Al-Abidi 


his Iranian counterpart, 


of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran for formation of a 
united Islamic front, the Lib- 
yan foreign minister said that 
his country was agreeable to 
the Iranian proposal ‘‘consi- 
dering the spiritual values and 
economic and manpower pot- 
ential of the Moslem nations.” 

“The Islamic world,’’ he 
went on to say, “can become 
a third global power. We, there- 
fore, express ourselves positi- 
vely to such a suggestion and 
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the world. We must seek ways 
through which this unity can 
ist in order to confront the 
ionist enemy, ica and 
reactionary Arab forces who 
do not realize the danger, 
posed by Zionism.”’ 


_ In connection to the 
increase of of the Saudi 
Arabian oil which has resulted 
in the reduction of the Libyan 
oil production, Al-Abidi said 
that his country considered 
“the Saudi policy detrimental 
to all the member countries 
of OPEC.” 

Talking on the formation 
of the Golan Squadron by Iran, 
he asserted ‘‘we appreciate 
such a step and never consider 
the Iranian Moslems and 
a oe —_— from our 
fe) airs a especia lly of 
the Palestinian issue.”’ 

Later, he quoted Colonel 
Qadhafi as saying that since 
Allah has forbidden to fight 
Mosiems, it would be better for 
King Hussein of Jordan to 
form a squadron for on 
Palestine and Qods i 
fighting the Iranian Moslems. 
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Arab and Islamic 
world "he added. 


of the Palestinian Moslems 
and that efforts must be taken 
to end the war.’’ 
In regard to Qadhafi's 
gestion on unity between 
Libya, Syria and Algeria, the 
Libyan Foreign Minister stated 
“we believe the unity of 
Moasiems to be the only way to 
encounter the hostile forces in 
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PAPER CHALLENGES KING HUSEYN: WE ARE READY TO TAKE UP GAUNTLET 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 2 Feb 82 pp 12, 9 
[Article by Sajjad Javidi ] 


[Text] It was dawn on 15 Dec when the tanks and armored cars of 
Jordan's King Huseyn began their overall attack on the Palestinian 
camps in Jordan. The artillery of tanks and cannons and napalm 
bombs had begun to pour over the heads of the Palestinian refugees 
and fighters. Despite the fact that Palestinian guerrillas resisted 
with their very lives for 11 days, as it was announced later, about 
10,000-20,000 Palestinians were martyred in this cowardly masacre. 
And from that day on, this battle has been known as Black September. 
A few days after the ceasefire, the Americans sent airplanes, 
military equipment, and more weapons to aid King Huseyn and the U.S. 
government gave $35 million in emergency aid to the Jordanian King 
Huseyn during the following three months, which was, in fact, a 
reward to this filthy agent for carrying out the U.S. and Israeli 
plans to destroy the Palestinian movement. 


The blow that the treasonous King Huseyn inflicted on the PLO in this 
way was so severe and so barbaric that it can truly be considered a 
focal point in the history of this organization. 


(Thierry de Jardin), a newSpaper reporter who has written a book 
about 100 million Arabs, explains one example of the crimes of the 
functionary military of King Huseyn as follows: 


"Towards the end of the fighting, when we wanted to leave Jordan 
through the Port of Akaba and through Saudi Arabia, despite the fact 
that we were in military trucks, they stopped us on a barricaded road. 
We were a few km from Amman when a jeep fullof Bedouins came by on 
the back of which a Palestinian captive who was severly wounded was 
lying down. A Bedouin officer came forward, pulled the hair of the 
wounded man, cursed him, spat in his face, and then pulled out his 
revolver and shot the injured Palestinian captive in the head. The 
brains of the Palestinian literally burst and the other Bedouins 
shouted with joy." 








Yes, now, such a criminal who has changed a part of the eastern front 
into a main base for the Great Satan and is still the number one 
enemy of the Palestinians and the progressive Arab regimes and a 
friend of Israel and the reactionary Arab countries intends to save 
Saddam Takiriti from certain downfall with the formation of a new 
force. 


The Jordanian Huseyn, who was one of the closest friends in sorrow 
of the destroyed shah of Iran and, to quote brother 
Hashemi-Rafsanjani, is the individual most likely to fall after 
Saddam, while parts of his land in the 1967 war were occupied by the 
Zionist enemy and while Jerusalem is presently in the hands of 
Usurping Israel, his honor, the Jordanian Huseyn, is daydreaming 
instead of fighting Israel. And to avenge the overthrow of his 
friend and also to serve Israel and the United States more than ever 
before, he has now saddled his horse to go and help Saddam, Words 
truly fail to express the ugliness of such filthy elements whose 
subservience to the United States is exceptional. It would not be 
strange to say that even the criminal Menachem Begin is more honorable 
than the King of Jordan. At least he does not go so openly to kiss 
the feet of the United States and every once in a while he throws a 
kick at his strategic ally, even if those kicks are purely tactical! 
More strange is the fact that the army of Jordan's King Huseyn, only 
a few days after the annexation of the Golan, attacked Syria and 
killed several soldiers on the Jordan-Syria border, bringing back 
memories of Black September which have not gone away. Nevertheless, 
still some of the Palestinian leaders have set their hopes on this 
miracle-working Jordanian to go and fight Israel some day! 


Concerning the motivations of King Huseyn for his recent actions, 
it can be said: 


1. King Huseyn knows that the downfall of Saddam will signal the 
breakdown of his Own corrupt rule. Hence, he has now found the ripe 
opportunity and observes that since all the reactionary and corrupt 
Arab regimes speak of the expansionist thread of Iran, he, too, 
through this so-called ageressive action intends, on the one hand, to 
demonstrate his loyalty to the United States and, on the other, to 
try to give more and more of an “Arab versus Persian" coloring to the 
imposed war of Saddam Takiriti against Iran, in order to pave the way 
for the other actions of reactionary Arab countries. 


2. On the other hand, as we said before, any aggressive action by 
Israel is immediately changed around to a second issue, thanks to 
the panecea of the reactionary Arab regimes. That is, while all the 
Arab regimes must make every effort to keep the Golan issue on the 
top of the world news in order to attract the public opinion of the 
Arab people, the Islamic world, and the whole world to this issue, 
the reactionary Arab regimes hurry to help Israel and by falsely 
claiming the danger of Iran, divert the attention of the Arab world 
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from the main issue. As we have seen, for instance, the events of 
Bahrain and the noises made by the cooperation council of the coun- 
tries of the Middle East region to sign a defense treaty because of 
the so-called danger of Iran to the Persian Gulf. All this is 
nothing more than a diversion from the Zionist enemy at these sensi- 
tive and destiny-making moments. 


3. The Jordanian King Huseyn is presently facing major conflicts 
in his country. Obviously, these conflicts between the nation and 
the government are due to the regime's dependence on and loyalty to 
the United States. Hence, Huseyn is trying his hand through this 
provocative action (especially given that he has announced that he 
will raise a voluntary force and will take the command himself) in a 
political maneuver to divert the attention of the people of his 
country from the internal situation and, if even for a while, to 
save himself from the predicament in which he is presently caught. 
This wretch thinks that if he announces that he will register 
voluntary forces to be sent to the front, the people of Jordan will 
line up. But, he does not know that all the hearts of the people 
there are full of love for the Islamic revolution and desire to 
fioht against Israel. Obviously, this action of Huseyn's is like 
Spitting into the wind and will hit him in his own face. God 
willing, this action will also pave the way for his downfall. 


In any case, as brother Hashemi-Rafsanjani said, we welcome this 
action of King Huseyn and hope that the Jordanian forces enter the 
war officially. Because, we all know that he has been doing so 
already, although secretly. Then, with this action, the true nature 
of the "peace seeking!" Saddam will become more obvious to the 
world. 


We have no fear since we are men of war. Even if the whole world 
lines up against us, we will have no fear of being killed, since we 
will so to Heaven and if our enemy is destroyed, he will go to Hell. 


And it is much better for the governments of Saddam and Huseyn to 
fall together in order for us to reach the borders of the occupied 
lands. Our combatants have their hearts full of love for "dear 
Jerusalem" and the entrance of the filthy Jordanian soldiers into the 
war will make them even more determined in their goal to destroy the 
miserable enemy, for they Know that their future victories will take 
them directly to the borders of the occupied lands. For us, it will 
be enoush in the world that progressive Arab countries such as the 
brother countries of Libya and Syria have condemned him by recognizing 
the true Jordanian Huseyn and have considered his action as a service 
to imperialism and Zionism. Hence, let the miserable enemy of the 
islamic nation come to fight us, for we have found the way to 
liberate Jerusalem and our soldiers will step over the stinking 
corpses >f the soldiers of Saddam and King Huseyn on their way to 
dear Jerusalem, 
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PUBLIC RELATIONS HIGHLIGHTS REPORTED 


Periodical on ‘Arabs Fighting Islam' 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 25 Feb 82 pl 


[Text] 


te armuk Force,” by King 
Hussein of Jordan, to fight along- 


thing about Islam. Hence, it 


ly 


added, those fans of Arabism 
have used Arabism as a mask to 


ping explosives around their 
waists and destroying tanks, the 














Donation From Armenian Community 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 26 Feb 82 pl 


(Text ] 


TEHRAN. Feb. 24 (Islamic 
Republic News Agency — Ex- 
Pars) (IRNA) — Archbishop 
of Tehran Ardak Manokian, 
leader of the Armeman Christ- 
ians of Northern Iran and Mr. 
Khalatian. the Armenian 
deputy in the Majlis along with 
the head of Tehran's 
Archdiocesan Council, were 
received today by President 
Khamene’i. 

In this meeting Archbishop 
Manokian once again reiter- 


‘ated the support of lraman 


Armenians for the Islamic 
Revolution and their role in 
the Iraqi imposed war saying 
that the Armeman Chnistians 
followed Imam Khomeim and 
rang their church bells for the 
liberation of the , 

He also stressed that the 
Armeman church was inde- 
pendent nor being attached to 
the east or west. 

The Archbihop pointed out 
the struggles of the Armenian 
community and said the Arme- 
mians announce to the world 
that they are observing their 
religious ceremonies with com- 
plete freedom. 

Mr Manokian then handed a 
6.5 milhon nal check to the Presi- 
dent donated by the Armemans 
representing the savings from 
their voluntary austenty during 
Christmas which was meant to be 
spent on the war-stncken people. 
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“Then President Khamene’i, 
while thanking them for the ser- 
vices and support for the war- 
stricken people. said that he 


would inform the war victims of 


were waitng for a chance to 
Create conflicts among the 


revolutionary people of Iran by 


Afterward 
terwards the head of the 
Armenian Archdiocesan Council, 











[Speech by First Justice Minister Asghari] 


[Text] 





Welfare for Prisoners 


TEHRAN, Feb 26 (IRNA) — 
The morning daily Jomhuri 
Islami, printed an article on mea- 
sures taken for promoting the wel- 
fare of prisoners. 

— First Justice Minister 


on the goals of the Islamic 
Revolution, its philosophy and 
other matters pertaining to the 
“oe 

o make prisoners healthy in 
mind and body, the minister 
added that there were many sports 


had a wide 
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3,000 families were being main- 


tained by a foundation for helping 
—- _R ~ _ adits he 
percent prison- 

ers had been cured so far 
To for soci- 
ety while they were in prison the 
ter said some were 


prisoners 
taken to Reconstruction Jihad 
projects to work. 

Mr. Asghari said in the end of 
the interview that some 1,000 
social workers had been hired 
despite a government limit on 
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such hiring to help prisoners over- 
come their difficulties. 

After the minister’s interview, 
the report shed light on the 
activities of the office for educa- 


were 
Se takes measures 
te prepare the prisoners to 
to accept freedom 


carpentry, electricity, metal- 


then to re-educate them, as the 
Qur’an teaches. 

this short period after the 

Islamic Revolution’s victory the 

prisons in Iran have made extraor- 

dinary progress due to the 

—— of Islamic teach- 














IRAN, CZECHOSLOVAKIA SIGN BARTER TRADE PROTOCOL 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 23 Feb 82 p 2 


[Text] 
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TEHRAN, (IRNA) - A bilate- 
ral economic and trade proto- 
col was signed between the 
Islamic Republic of Iran and 
the Socialist Republic of 
Czechoslovakia for best next 
Iranian ear inning 
March 21, 1982. 


Under the protocol, which 
was signed the visiti 


Czechoslovak “Foreign “Trade, 


Minister Urban and Minis- 


the two countries will be 
doubled. 

Banki stressed that the 

ry? ge pA ms 

on barter tra 
Czechoslovakia to pr 
oil and other non-oil goods 
from Iran and Iran to purchase 
itsneeded goods aa that 
country. coming 
Iranian year hoslovakia 
will purchase some 500,000 
barrels of oil from Iran. 

During his visit the Czech- 
oslovak Foreign Minister invit- 
ed Iranian authorities to visit 
his country and soon a mission 
will be dispatched to that 

to reporters 
aaa mage his ‘heeres 
for rther expansion 
economic relations between 


was i that some delega- 
tions be exc , : 
the two coun in this 
connection 
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SWAPO TO OPEN OFFICE IN TEHRAN 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 20 Feb 82 pl 


[text] 
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TRIPOLI (IRNA) -- Dr. 
Velayati, the foreign minister 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
currently visiting Libya, met 
and conferred with Colonel 
Muammar Qadhafi, the Lib- 
yan Leader, on Wednesday. 
In this meeting, the 
mutual relations between the 
two countries, and choosing 
common positions against im- 
perialism and Zionsim were 
considered. Also in this meet- 
ing, Abdulati Al-Obeidi, the 
foreign minister of Libya and 
Saad Mojher, the secretary of 
People’s Committee of Libya 
to Tehran were present. Col. 
Qadhafi sent his best regards 
to Imam Khomeini and Presi- 
dent Ali Khamenei and ann- 
ounced that Libya was beside 
the Iranian brothers. 
Answering the questions 
of Colonel Qadhafi on the 
fronts’ conditions of the Iraqi- 
imposed, Dr. Velayati, ex- 
plained recent victories of the 
Islamic combatants in the 
fronts and praised stance tak- 
en by Libya in unity between 
two nations of Iran and Libya. 
Meanwhile, the Islamic 
Republic of Iran is cagerly 
following the struggles of the 
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SWAPO movement as well as 
the Namibian people and hopes 
that this popular movement 
will succeed in ridding itself 
of the ominous domination of 
the racist regime of South Af- 
rica, said Dr. Velayati, when 
he received in Tripoli yester- 
day morning, SWAPO's envoy 
in Libya. 


In reply to a request by 
SWAPO to dispatch a mission 
to Iran to set up an office 
there, the foreign minister sta- 
ted that “we will welcome 
a SWAPO mission to Iran at 
any time,” and he added that 
“we will inform you on the 
opening oi a SWAPO office in 
Iran after consultations with 
other Iranian authorities.” 

Stressing that Iran longed 
for good relations with prog- 
ressive African countries as 
well as liberation movements 
and the expansion of ties with 
the African people, the Iranian 
foreign minister said that “ as 
the first step for expansion of 
relations between Iran and 
SWAPO” they had agreed that 
a high-ranking SWAPO delega- 
tion should come to Iran in 
future 
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TABRIZI ANNOUNCES 2,000-3,000 PRISONERS TO BE FREED 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 21 Feb 82 pl 


(Text] 





TEHRAN, (IRNA) -- Hojjatol- 
eslam Musavi Tabrizi, the 
prosecutor general of the 
Islamic Revolutionary Courts 
said in Tehran yesterday that 
two to three thousand prison- 
ers would be released on the 
occasion of the new Iranian 
year, starting March 2list, 
1982. He added that reformed 
and repentant prisoners would 
also be released, ‘“‘in case of 
we are sure that they would 
serve Islam, after being releas- 
ed.” 

Regarding the number of 
those who had so far been 
executed by the Islamic 
Revolutionary Courts, the 
prosecutor general said their 
number had not reached the 
number of those martyred in 
assassinations, bombings and 
other destructive acts. He said 
if Iran wanted <o act like other 
countries, against the terrorists, 
it would have executed far 
more than it had done. 

Tabrizi, who was speaking 
to Iranian and foreign reporters 
in Tehran further added that, 
“however, execution is not 
Our principal goal. We aim 
rather at maintaining security 


and putting an end to the 
terrorist conspiracies. 
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He said that the Red 
Cross International can visit, 
Iranian prisons. 

In this attempt, said 
Tabrizi, the courts would sent- 
ence to death the leading and 
key members of the terrorist 
groups, but would direct other 


oa members, to the 
right path, which the Hojjatol- 
eslam said was “our main 
objective.” 

Speaking about those 
risoners (totalling more than 
700) who had been released 

on the occasion of the Third 
Anniversary of the Islamic 
Revolution of Iran, the Hojja- 
toleslam said that they includ- 
ed former sympathizers of the 
splinter groups who had repen- 
ted, one hundred percent. 
In reply to a question 
poset by a foreign reporter 
asking about the precise 
number of “political prisoners’ 
the prosecutor general first 
explarned that the beguild 
members of political groups, 
“who martyred our people, 
including men, women, child- 
rer. and even religious scholars 
were not political prisoners in 
the sense of the word that is 
used in today’s world, because 
he added, a political prisoner 





was a person indulging in 
purely political and _ not 
criminal activities. 

Only in this sense, said 
Tabrizi, could we call them 
political prisoners insofar they 
aimed at implementing the US 
policy by resorting to weapons 
and grenades. The number of 
such prisoners is about 7,000 
added the prosecutor general. 
the way of 

_ Speaking about the condi- 
tions of the country’s prisons, 
Tabrizi, stated that despite 
all the existing difficulties, ” 
increasing welfare facilities are 
being provided for the prison- 
ers.” 

Giving a short analysis on 
the latest status of the splinter 
groups, the Hojjatoleslam 
pointed out that “from the 

litical point of view, they 

ve reached a deadend inside 
and outside the country.”’ 
From the social point of view, 
added Musavi Tabrizi, they 
have been exposed and so 
severely discredited that they 
no more have any place among 
the people. 

He said 90 percent of the 
active and central members of 
these political groups have 
been arrested, and added that 


“more good news will come in 
future.” 











U.S., NOT USSR, TO BE REGARDED AS IRAN's "REAL ENEMY! 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 22 Feb 82 p 1 


(Text] 


IT WOULD be most fascinating to study the 
patterns of US aid to countries throughout the 
world, which appears on the face of it like charity 
generously doled out. In fact though, nearly two 
thirds of all US aid in 1982 and 1983 will take the 
form of inedible weapons. 

Within a week of the Istaeli annexation of the 
Syrian Golan , the US Congress voted to give more 
massive aid to Israel. The foreign aid authorization 
bill, passed on December 18, enables the US Ad- 
ministration to spend a further $11.9 billion in for- 
eign aid during 1982 and 1983, in addition to the 
last year’s $7.5 billion. 

Aid to Chile and Argentina has been resumed. 
Both were blacklisted during Carter’s presidency 
for their “horrible Human Rights record.’’ In Ar- 
gentina alone, 15,000 political opponents of the 
ruling junta have simply disappeared since the 
1976 pro—US coup. 

El Salvador, where the military forces have 
killed an average of 2,000 people a month during 
the last year, will continue to receive generous 
aid. 

Another American client, Guatemala, has 
killed 2,000 of its people during the last two years. 

Aid to Pakistan, stopped in 1979 for its alleged 
intention to build an atomic bomb, will be resu- 
med and increased progressively ($100 million in 
1982 and $200 million in 1983.) But the aid to 
Pakistan will be stopped if it produced an atomic 
bomb. Egypt will receive $785 million in economic 
aid, as well as military aid of $200 million. 

Sudan will receive $50 million a year. 

Syria is at present blacklisted for its unhelp- 
ful attitude towards American policy in the Middle 
East. Syria’s loss, however, is made up by Saudi 
Arabia. But in the mid-seventies, Hafez Assad’s 
regime enjoyed very generous direct American aid. 
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A large part (one-fifth) of the aid, as usual, 
goes to the Zionist state in occupied Palestine 
with the small settler population of just over three 
million. In addition to the fixed annual amounts 
of the economic aid of $785 million and the mili- 
tary aid of $550 million, Israel will get an additio- 
nal $2.6 billion in 1982 and $2.7 billion in 1983. 
Around half of all American aid to Israel is out- 
right grant. (Israel has received official American 
aid totalling $24,239,200,000 between 1949 and 
1981.) The rest is loans at special low interest 
rates. This official aid is in addition to the private 
Jewish tax-deductible donations to Israel which 
amount to around $1,600 million a year. This cha- 


rity to Israel comes to around $1,220 per Israeli 


per year --—— almost ten times the per capita 
income of the majority of the developing coun- 
tries. 

The US Treasury is spending more on a small 
foreign population 8,000 miles away than it spends 
on its own elderly poor, who are over three times 
as numerous. According to an estimate, the total 
cost of American support to Israel, some time in 
the eighties. will surpass the entire amount US 
spent to win World War II. 

American money has created in Israel the third 
most powerful air force in the world after those of 
the two Superpowers. 

It is for the Arabs and Moslems of the world to 
try to understand who and where our real enemy 
is. Russia, as the Americans and their clients would 
like us to believe? or only Israel, as many of us still 
delude ourselves to think? or the US which feeds 
and arms the imperialist checkpoint in occupied 
Palestine? 











"BOMB PLANTING’ ATTRIBUTED TO "AGENTS OF CIA, SAVAK" 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 24 Feb 82 p 1 


[Article by Musavian] 


[Text] 


CONSEQUENT to the arrests of leaders of the 
armed mini-groups and discovery of their most 
important programming and operational bases in 
Tehran concurrent with the anniversary of the 
downfall of the monarchical system, we had made 
the following predictions: 

As of this stage, the structure of the under- 
ground armed struggles in Iran has been effectively 
dismantled, although the possibility of assassina- 
tions and bomb explosions is not totally non-exis- 
tent. But from now on, the United States and the 
secret intelligence agencies of imperialism and 
Zionism will be forced. henceforth to carry out 
og criminal acts t direct stooges such as 


SAVAKIS and the like. It is not iitiptobable 


that these agencies, through this deceptive maneu- 
ver, attribute these crimes to the leftist mini-groups 
or the Munafeqin-e-Khalq (MKO) organization, and 
thus advertise the existence of armed rebellion of 
the mini-groups against the Islamic Republic, in 
order to reach their own propaganda tactics and 
sinister intentions. . 

After the arrests, the first bomb explosion 
occurred on 3rd Esfand, the birth anniversary of 
the dead Reza Shah, martyring tens of workers, 
schoolchildren, and pedestrians. 

Let us ponder together on some notable points 
concerning this abhorrent incident: 

1— The explosion, taking place right on the 
birth anniversary of the dead Reza Khan, reflects 
the fact that those who called the shots and the 
behind-the-scene key figures masterminding the 
past assassinations and bomb explosions were the 
supporters of monarchy. 
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The monarchical elements, toppled by the 
nation, were waging war on the revolutionaries by 
carrying out their crimes through the channel of 
the Munafegins organization and other groups by 
wishfully attempting to promote a false image of 
these crimes as being “revolutionary” and a gen- 
uine “fight”. 

And, after the crash of the monarchical system 
and the fleeing of the fugitive shah from the coun- 
try, the Moslem nation of Iran engaged in a fight 
against the elements of “shah” and “CIA”. 

2 — The Munafeqin -e-Khalq (MKO) organiza- 
tion, the leftist mini-groups and others have now 
totally lost the organized structure of their oper- 
ations. 

Because, even if a few persons from the terro- 
ristic mini-groups forces had still remained to 
carry on the crimes, the agents of the monarchical 
system and CIA would not have been forced to 
land themselves directly on the scene. 

Therefore, these agents very well knew in 
advance that their corrupt policy was permanent- 
ly discredited, and their deception had no credibi- 
lity among the Iranian nation. 

These elements, defeated by the people, were 
also aware since the very beginning that once the 
Moslem nation becomes: _- convinced that the 
direct agents of “CIA” and “SAVAK” were com- 
mitting these crimes, the people will never hesitate 
to condemn the total madness, insensibility and 
viciousness of it all. 


3— Do the bomb plantings and explosions indi- 
cate “‘weakness” or “power?”’ 

Given that a few persons had been, at one 
time, in doubt about the fact that the nation will 
rise to fight against these mini-groups, there now 
remains no doubt whatsoever that all individuals 
—— whether inside or outside the country, whe- 
ther revolutionary or anti—revolutionary or neut- 
ral —— do not entertain the slightest hesitation 
that the Moslem nation of Iran will no longer 
submit to the domination of the “shah’’secking 
SAVAKIS, because the Iranian people have passed 
the test by offering over 60,000 martyrs and 
100,000 disfigured people. 

The foolishness of these mercenaries, who have 
sold themselves to the oppressors, is such that they 
do not even fittingly describe what a fool would do, 


We ask them, whether they be in the guise of 
revolutionaries, or of SAVAKIS, what they are 
secking by committing these crimes? 

If you intend creating an atmosphere of fear 
and terror within the nation, know that you have 
been defeated tens of times in this test with tens 
of assassinations and explosions carried through. 
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You have massacred 72 inent personalities 
and set the president Cras € prime minister of 
this nation ablaze in flames, and yet you have 
witnessed the presence of the people on the scene 
in manifold increase. You have engendered only 
a totally opposite result of what you set out to 
achieve. . 

At one time you would have perhaps been 

able to justify your criminal activities by giving it 

a political coloring. But now the iron will of this 
nation has caused a situation where the cries of 
your masters have had to be raised from the White 
House and even the, Kremlin sheds tears of sorrow. 

What do you think you will gain today by 
massacring school children, city workers and pedes- 
trians? Which nation will submit to the domination 
of a rule by elements who will not hesitate to harm 
an innocent school child whom they see blasted 
into a thousand pieces? You are killing the weakest 
in society such as the workers, although these are 
the very classes whose interests you claim to rep- 
resent! 

Which nation do you think will submit to your 
orders so that the Iranian nation will, taking their 
cue submit to you as representing a revolutionary 
nation of the world? Of course you know the 
answers to these questions. But what can you do, 
now that you haye become weak and are on the 
brink of death? You are like a sick, delirious man, 
who blabbers because of his acute sickness on his 
death bed. 

You too being at the verge of your own death 
and downfall have come forward to perform these 
insane actions in Iran by carrying out these sense- 
less bombings and assassinations. Destroyed be the 
hands of those who are tainted with the blood of 
these workers and of these school children. Long 
live the nation which confronts tens of different 
fronts in the world at one and the same time! Long 
live the nation which is fighting world oppression 
in tens of different fronts at the same time! Long 
live the leader (Imam Khomeini) and his leader- 
ship, who carries the flag of an international Isla- 
mic movement to pave the way for the freedom of 
all the nations. 


Allah Willing 
by MUSAVIAN 
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MOJAHEDIN=E KHALQ SEEN AS CIA AGENT 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 2] Feb 82 p 1 


[Text] 
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TEHRAN (IRNA) --- A letter 
to the editor was. printed in 
one of' Ireland's daily nacws 
papers An Phoblacht on Feb. 
4th, which perhaps Mlustrates 
how the so-called Mujahedin 
Khalq (MKO) have failed to 
fool even non-Iranians on 
their supposed “quest”’ for 
the Iranian people. 

The letter, signed by two 
Canadians came in answer to 
two earlier appeals to the 
newspaper from the MKO for 
the support of the Irish Repub- 
lican movement. The writers 
quite competently and logic- 
ally explain why such support 
should not be given to the Muj- 
ahedin Khalq. 

They point out that the 
hallyballoo made by the or- 
ganization about its part in the 
Islamic revolution is grossly 
exaggerated saying “to wave 
the unchallenged fact of their 
pre-revolutionary activity in 
our faces is smokescreen, it is 
dishonest to do so while rem- 
aining silent about the MKO's 
current activity.” 

They argue that claiming 
responsibility for the “atro- 
cious bombing" of the Islamic, 
Republican Party HQ as well 
as other smaller but “‘no less 
deadly’ attacks and then pro- 
claiming themselves in favor of 
the Islamic revolution and the 
democratic right of the Iran- 
ian people to determine their 
own fate is totally logical. 
the organization, thev sav ts 
flouting the very principles it 
professed to abide by. 

they go on: “Thev (the 
(MRO) argue that the Iranian 
people have made the wrong 


choice, so they will have to be 
forced to see the light. Seen 
for exactly what it is, sn ad- 
mission of political ba: trupt- 
cy, of the MKO’'s failure to 
wim mass support... they argue 
that publishing such _ Ietters 
adds a gloss of progressive 
respectability to western pro- 
paganda about the so-called 
“reign of terror” which is said 
to be characteristic of the Is- 
lamic Revolution. 

It is further written that 
the Islamic revolution, under 
constant economic political 
and psychological attacks by 


._US imperialism and its terri- 


tory has been invaded by US 
imperialism in a naked at 
of aggression almost certainly 
at the instigation of the US. 

They rhetorically ask whe- 
ther the MKO seriously thinks 
a revolutionary government, 
worthy of name, should tol- 
erate open counterrevolution- 
aries, and whether the MKO 
was suggesting that the Islamic 
revolution should abandon its 
rights to defend itself. Thev 
argue that it would be ridicu- 
lous for the Irish Republican 
movement to align itself to an 
organization calling for 
counterrevolution and standing 
on the side of US imperialism. 

Finally they urged the 
Irish Republican movement 
not to join forces with British 
imperialism in its attacks on 
the Islamic revolution of Iran 
and hoped that they couid dis- 
tinguish between real revolu- 
tionaries with a popular man- 
date and the phrase-mongers 
with the CIA's blessing. 
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NEW NEGOTIATIONS HELD FOR COMPLETION OF IJPC PROJECT 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 25 Feb 82 p 2 


[Text] 


TEHRAN, (IRNA)- The third round of talks on 
the construction of the petrochemical complex of 
Bandar Imam Khomeini started yesterday in 
Tehran between the Iranian-Japanese partners. 


The Deputy Oi Minister for Petrochemical 
Affairs, Mostafa Taheri Najafabadi and a number 
of experts in petrochemicals as well as nine Japan- 
ese experts are participating in the talks. 

The negotiators will resume talks on the joint 
IJPC project which was supposed to begin 
production in Jan. 1980 following an agreement 
made by the Japanese contractors and the former 
regime in Apri 1973. However, the Japanese 
abandoned the project after the Islamic 
Revolution. 

Iran, determined to complete the project, 
requested the Japanese to return which they did 
in June 1980 only to abandon it again with the 
outbreak. of thewat,gapan offssda $4.2 bilice 
proposal to pa the project despite Iran 
ceiling pnce of $ 3.5 billion, before announcing 
their desire to completely withdraw from the 
agreement. 

Iran was willing to help completion of the 
Iran-Japan petrochemical complex in Imam 
Khomeini port, by providing low interest loans, 
according to Taheri Najafabadi after the conclu- 
sion of the third round of negotiations between 
Iranian and Japanese officials on the IJPC 
complex. 

The Japanese officials arrived in Tehran on 
Sunday to hold talks with their Lranian counter- 
parts over the project. Speaking to IRNA Tahen 
Najafabadi said that Japanese officials said that 
they were not prepared to increase the capital of 
the complex but he said that the Iranian govern- 
ment was ready to meet the additional capital 
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needed for completion of the project through low 
interest loans to Japan but the money had to be 
spent in accordance with the obligations of the two 
parties. Najafabadi said that once the project was 
completed the loan would be deducted from the 
product ofthe complex. 

However, he added that if Iran was to meet the 
additional capital of the investment, the ceiling 
loan must be defined since Iran could not continue 
to pay low interest loans indefinitely . 

He further stressed that in return for the loan, 
the Japanese > must provide a guarantee for the 
completion the project, its management, 
transfer of technology, sale of its products, 
marketing as well as paying the down payments for 
the loans. 

The basic investment for the project initially 
was $ 358 million in 1973 and now the investment 
has reached $ 3.5 billion and it would be difficult 
for Jran to provide additional investment, said 
Taher Najafabadi. He further added that Iran 
wanted to make sure that this additional 
investment would be in the interest of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran with a stress on the completion of 
the project. 

so far some 200 billion mals $ 25 billion 
provided in loans from both parties have been 
spent on the project. He further added that one 
fourth of the total sum had been provided by Iran 
and Japan in the form of cash and the rest was met 
by loans provided by Iran and one third by Japan. 

Tahen Najafabadi hoped that behind the scene 
political matters would not affect the decision of 
the Japanese officials because Iran was doing its 
best to complete the project. He further said that 
with all the facilities that Iran was providing the 
Japanese counterpart Iran's good faith was proved 
so if the Japanese refused to do so then it could 
be said that a political game was in progress. 

He concluded that if the other party was not 
interested Iran would have to rely on itself and 
ceraplete the project with the help of other 
partners. 














MEASURES TAKEN TO IMPROVE CONDITIONS OF PRISONERS 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 27 Feb 82 p 2 


[Text] 


IETIRAN (IRNA) -- The morning daily Jomburi 
Islami, printed an article on measures taken for 
promoting the welfare of prisoners. 

_ Justice Minister Asghari, said that the educa- 
tion of the prisoners incluc'ed literacy classes. He 
added there were classes on religious studies and 
also lectures on the goals of the Islamic Revolution 
its philosophy and other matters pertaining to the 
Revolution. To make prisoners healthy in mind 
and body, the minister added that there were many 
sports programs and competitions. 

The minister then said the libraries of the 
prisons had a wide variety of books and that 
some prisoners were taken to Friday prayers and 
parks. He said some prisoners also took a great 
interest in the arts and had performed seven plays 
so far in the city’s theatres. 


Speaking on the 
workshops of the priso- 
ners, the minister said 
there were many kinds of 
workshops for making 
blankets, shoes, paintings 
and in the agricultural 
and mechanical fields. 


The minister said at 
present the Ghezel] Hesar 
Prison accommodated 
some 1,200 prisoners 
working in workshops 
who were being paid 
from 300 rials to 2500 
rials a day. 
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When asked about prisoners’ families the minis- 
ter said some 3,000 families were being maintained 
by a foundation for helping prisoners. Regarding 
addicts he said 70 percent of addicted prisoners 
had been cured so far. 

To prepare prisoners for society while they 
were in prison the minister said some prisoners 
were taken to Reconstruction Jihad projects to 


work, sghari sax! in the end of the interview that 


some 1,000 social workers had been hired despite a 


government limit on such hiring to help prisoners 
overcome their difficulties. 


After the minister's interview, the repurt shed 
light on the activities of the office for education 
and accomodation. His office undertakes raising 
and educating delinquents, carries out research on 
the reasons and the causes of crimes and studies 
ways to solve criminal problems. In addition to 
improve prison buildings and facilities, the office 
attends to the prisoners’ families and takes measur- 
es to treat prisoners who have psychological probl- 
ems. To keep prisoners out of the criminal milieu 
they were once in the office takes measures to 
prepare the prisoners to become ready to accept 
freedom and the dangers outside with the utmost 
awareness, and vigilance. 

With the services of experts in psychology, 
medicine, education, counselling and other fields, 
the office works to improve the mentality of the 
inmates and with the help of Islamic scholars help 
prisone.s to acquire an Islamic world-view. 


The office has established many classes for 
delinquents such ag _ painting, pottery, 
photography, journalism, acting, arts, sewing car- 
pentary, electricity, metalworks, and _ various 


sports. About 158 societies support prisoners all 
over the country. 


With the introduction of Islamic ideology 
courses into the prisons both the behaviour of 
prisoners and running of the prisons have 
improved. Islamic teachings dictate criteria for the 
treatment and reform of prisoners. Religious 
instruction helps to reform the prisoners and then 
to re-educated them, as the Holy Qoran teaches. 

In this short period after the Islamic Revolu- 
tion's victory the prisons in Iran have made extra- 
ordinary progress due to the implementation of 
Islamic teachings. 
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ISSUE OF WOMEN'S VEIL DISCUSSED AT ISLAMIC ASSEMBLY 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 3 Feb 82 p 11 


Text Yesterday afternoon, the Majlis held an open session in which 
essers Ma'adikhah, the minister of Islamic guidance, and Behzad 
Nabavi, the supervisor of the headquarters for economic mobilization, 
answered the questions of several representatives. 


In the report of yesterday afternoon's session of the Majlis, we have 
the question of Mr Harati for the minister of Islamic guidance and 
the answer to it. The continuation of this report, which consists of 
the response of the supervisor of the headquarters for economic mobi- 
lization to a question by Engineer Taheri, the representative of 
Kazerun, will be printed at the next opportunity. 


Mr Harati asked the following two questions of the minister of 
suidance: 


The first question was, what has the Ministry of Guidance done about 
the Islamic cover and its expansion? What seminar or radio program 
has been done to implement this Islamic value? 


And the second question was: We know that the cinema has been called 
the seventh art form in the world. Unfortunately, since the victory 
of the revolution, we have faced a severe stagnation in the cinema. 
The problems of the cinema can be summarized in the following four 
cases: (1) the manner of entry of films, (2) the policy for their 
use and viewing, (3) the production of Islamic films, which requires 
special personnel, and what has the Ministry of Islamic Guidance done 
in this regard? [as published] (4) lack of legal guidelines for film 
production and producers, 


Then, Hojjatoleslam Ma'tadikhah, the minister of guidance, responded 
to this question: 


Concerning the first question, I must say that the Ministry of 
Guidance has done nothing about the issue of veiling and can do 
nothing at the present time. I do not want to speak of what has been 
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done as an accomplishment. Presently, a foreign language magazine 
called MAHJUBEH is being published, which tries to neutralize the 

bad image that has been presented abroad, which equates being veiled 
with being useless. This magazine shows that, in practice, a veiled 
lady manages the Magazine and most of its subjects are geared to 
eliminating this false impression from the minds of the people of the 
world in the wake of the propaganda bombardment by the superpowers. 


That is, this magazine should have been shut down in accordance with 
the usual rules, given that it had three personnel and no employment 
permit and given the budget of the magazine; but, it is being 
published. 


I request that before asking the question, you take a look at what 
resources are at the disposal of this Ministry before you say it has 
not done anything. If the Ministry of Guidance wanted to operate 
according to the usual procedures, it could do nothing except pay 
Salaries. We have been able to prepare 60 pamphlets in the first 
part of the decade of dawn, in various languages of the world, and to 
distribute them, and this was not because of the resources of the 
Ministry. We were able to set up 10,000 exhibits throughout the 
country through round-the-clock efforts and this was not within the 
capabilities and resources of the Ministry alone. If you take a 
close look at these facts, you will see that if this brother of yours 
has been able to accomplish anything, it has been due to the coopera- 
tion of the institutions and I thank all of them for it. 


But, the issue of veiling depends on the culture of the society. Our 
viewpoint should be: What must be done to create change in the 
culture of the society? But if our viewpoint is that we should have 
an official for every employee who takes off her headcover outside 
the office, we will not progress. To deal with this problem, we must 
besin to think of changing the culture of this society. The cultural 
policy of the Islamic Republic must be clarified. This is a duty of 
the Majlis. But we must also take into consideration the problems 

of the Majlis. Experience shows these problems. Merely clarifying 
the seneralities is not sufficient. Policies must be clarified. We 
must create cultural change in the Islamic Republic. To do this, we 
need a special authority. 


In order to deal with the issue of veiling, it is not enough to put 
on seminars and raise questions and answers. All the organizations 
must join hands to bring about cultural change in the country. The 
relationships must be determined. I1 request that the Majlis take the 
issue of systems in the Islamic Republic seriously. 





We need a supreme authority. Of course, until the propaganda 
system is clarified, I will do my best. 











Concerning the second question, if we want to bring change into the 
culture of the cinema and theater, it will not be outstanding from 
the very first day. We must take risks. We have certain programs 
to revitalize cinema and theater programs; but this requires study 


and discussions. To examine and choose the films, an authority with 
a clear cut program is required. 
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BRIEFS 


AFGHANS DEMONSTRATE IN MASHHAD--Mashad--On the occasion of the 3rd anniver- 
sary of the resistance of Afghan brothers to the Russian military invasion 

of their homeland, over 5,000 Afghani homeless refugees held a demonstration 
here yesterday, IRNA reported, Carrying a portrait of Imam Khomeini and the 
martyrs of the Afghani Islamic Revolution, the demonstrators gathered in the 
Holy Shrine of Imam Reza, (the 8th Shi'ite Imam) where one of the Afghani 
clergy men delivered a speech, "Today," he said, "marks the anniversary of 
the day when the spell of the Afghani people's fear for the Soviets’ Red 
Army was broken, "Three years ago on such a day sacrificing several martyrs 
the chivalrous people of Kabul indeed announced their determination to the 
world for liberating their country from the grip of the Eastern imperialists." 
He added that such a move in that city ignited the flames of hatred and 
struggle of the Afghani Moslems across the country. According to the same 
report, in a resolution, the demonstrators declared the support of Afghani 
Moslems for the Islamic Revolution and the leadership of Imam Khomeini and 
condemned the Eastern and Western plots against the Islamic Repubiic of Iran. 
(Text] [Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 23 Feb 82 p 2] 


SOVIET MUSLIMS MEET SARFARAZ--Tehran, (IRNA)--Four Soviet Moslem guests, in 
Iran for the aaniversary of the victory of the Islamic Revolution met and 
conferred on Wednesday with a member of the militant ulema of Tehran, 
Hojjatoleslam Sarfaraz., Sheikholeslam Pashazadeh, the head of the office 
of religions of USSR said Soviet Moslems wanted to know more about Islamic 
Revolution of Iran. While stressing the brotherly relations of Soviet and 
Iranian Moslems, he invited Iran's ulema to visit the USSR to inform Soviet 
Moslems of the Islamic Revolution of Iran. While criticizing the lack of 
relations between Soviet and Iranian Moslems, Pashazadeh praised the advance 
of Islam in Iran, He added that Soviet Moslems regarded the celebrations 
of the Unity Week as their own and set some cele rations on the same occa- 
sion. Then Hojjatoleslam Sarfaraz, while describing the plight of Afghan 
Moslems due to the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, asked the Soviet ulema 
to speak to their people about the sufferings of their fellow Moslems. In 
the end of the one hour meeting the Soviet Moslems were given some books 
concerning the [Islamic Revolution of Iran in return for artifacts from the 
Soviet Union. [Text] [Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 20 Feb 82 p 2] 
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ISRAEL 


ISRAEL'S BEN-ELISAR INTERVIEWED 
TA191830 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1705 GMT 19 Feb 82 


[Knesset Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee Chairman Eliyahu Ben-Elisar 
interviewed on the weekly column program by Dan Margalit] 


[Excerpts] [Question] Mr Ben-Elisar, are you more tranquil after President 
Reagan's statement? 


[Answer] I would say I am hardly ever not tranquil, so that I did not expect 
or did not have to expect the recent message by President Reagan in order to 
calm down. But, as to the heart of the matter, since I did not panic before, 
that statement did not calm me in any particular way. I do not think we have 
concluded a chapter by this. The chapter is continuing. 


[Question] What does the chapter mean? 


[Answer] The chapter that is called the desire of the United States to supply 
Jordan with arms. I believe there is an assessment in Washington that U.S. 
interests necessitate a supply of arms to Jordan in order to attempt to keep 
Jordan as close as possible to the United States, and perhaps also prevent 
them from buying arms from the Soviet Union. I also think this is a mistake 
because all past experience proves that such a move has never been successful. 
The countries have eventually procured arms botn in the Soviet Union and in 
the United States, so what we have here is a bad bet on the part of the United 
States. But I do not think we have already concluded that subject called the 
purchase of American arms by Jordan. 


[Quest‘ on] You are saying you were tranquil also before President Reagan's 
statement. Is that to say that you are not attributing great importance or 
great risk to the supply of Hawk missiles to Jordan? 


[Answer] Definitely yes. I think the supply of mobile Hawk missiles and F-16 
aircraft, or any other military hardware to Jordan would clearly endanger 
Israel's security. But we are already well experienced. We must not, I think, 
get into a bad mood when a certain country is making a step, and afterwards-- 
regardless whether that step is successful or not--continue with that bad mood. 
The state of Israel must know what it wants and what its goals are and continue 
in the direction of realizing its goals regardless of the difficulties involved. 
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[Question] So if it is dangerous, how come you are staying tranquil? 


[Answer] I simply trust the strength of the state of Israel; First of all its 
moral strength, as well as its political strength. It is quite possible we 
managed perhaps to cancel, perhaps to defer, in any event, to change the di- 
rection of the current American move towards Jordan. But we are strong also 
militarily, so that when I say tranquil, I am not saying apathetic. I am not 
saying I am listless or that the state of Israel should be marking time, cer- 
tainly not. I am only saying that we are not panicking. 


[Question] Sometimes one gets the impression that this is a customary play: 
They supply arms, we cry "wolf," and then they calm us with two or three 
caresses. 


[Answer] This is not exactly so, even though there is a certain curve when 
one charts the relations between us and the Americans as compared to the re- 
lations of the Americans with Arab countries. This curve has been in evidence, 
in fact, since the War of Independence, since 1948, and I think it will also 
continue for a no small number of years in the future. There is an average 
level, and that average level is good. It is better than good. And there are 
also reasons for this, why it is so good, between Israel and the United States. 


Firstly, there is an almost absolute identity of interests between Israel and 
the United States. Whether or not they are anchored in documents and contracts, 
there exist almost identical interests. The second reason why this average 
level of relations is good stems from the fact that ther2 is a fabric of common 
feelings--I would almost say a collectivity of an approach--because we belong 
to the free world, where very democratic systems are concerned with personal 
freedom and freedom of expression: everything that actually defines the demo- 
cratic systems. This is important to the United States, and all the Americans 
know that the state of Israel is actually the only one of that kind in the 
Middle East and in this entire region. 


[Question] You are saying there are ups and downs and the average level is good, 
but it appears that recently in the last months and perhaps even longer than 
that, the downs are much more meaningful than the ups. Is there more ebb 

than tide? 


[Answer] By all means, no. It may look so because we are actually experienc- 
ing the events, and when we are living them and read in the papers the big 
headlines, the impression may be generated that this is something new, some 

ebb we have never reached before. I can recall a number of historic examples. 
There was an era when the American administration most openly and officially 
said that the immigration to Israel, the immigration of Jews to Israel is the 
reason why the Arab world refuses to recognize the state of Israel, and that this 
was the main reason for the hostility of Arab states to the state of Israel. 

I can even say that there was a time, at the beginning of tne fifties, when the 
U.S. assistant secretary of state hinted that it would be bad if the Soviet 
Union opened its gate for the emigration of Jews from Russia to the state of 
Israel. In fact, this statement was made. 
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[Question] What you are actually saying then is that there is no need to get 
excited about the tensions in relations with the United States, that they will 
return to normal? 


[Answer] No, what I want to say is that we must endeavor not to enter into 
tension with the United States, but always keep in mind that when the vital 
interests of the state of Israel are at stake, we have to first and foremost 
serve the Israeli interests, to try to realize the national goals as we are 
seeing them, and attempt also to convince the United States about the rightness 
of our way. 


[Question] Would you say the Golan Law is one of those vital things? 


[Answer] I do not have the slightest doubt that this is definitely one of those 
measures that are an integral part of Zionist activity and realization. 
Definitely. 


[Question] In retrospect, don't you think today that perhaps there was room 
to wait and hold for the right time? 


[Answer] As far as those who normally employ the term time or right time as 

an alibi for inaction, I can only tell them that in such a case, in fact, no 

one really does anything because the time can never be right. Only history can 
judge, and even that only after a great many years, whether or not the timing was 
right. Usually he who takes advantage of an opportunity--and this is actually 
what the phrase right time implies--and very vigorously realizes what he views 

as a goal and uses the opportunity succeeds. Then, subsequently, that time 
becomes the right time. I believe this is how history will ultimately judge 

the timing of the application of the Israeli law to the Golan. 


[Question] But meanwhile has the Golan Law made our political life more diffi- 
cult? 


[Answer] So many things in the past have also made our life difficult. There 
is a proverb in Yiddish that says that it is hard to be a Jew, and this holds 

true even if the Jew does not undertake any extraordinary actions. As a rule, 
it is difficult to be a Jew. Well, that is true, but after all will we cease 

to be Jews? 


Again, all the Zionist actions since the very first pilgrims in Eretz Yisra'‘el 
as far back as the 19th century were not always--or actually usually--liked by 
others. In those times it was not the Americans but others who simply objected 
to all those measures. After all, our modern history is teeming with such in- 
stances. I am not arguing that we must annoy the world or do things that would 
anger it. We must however undertake those measures that we think are required 
by the needs of our security, wellbeing and for the purpose of fulfilling 
Zionism. But if they trigger differences of opinion, there is no choice. We 
must first of all do what we think is necessary. 


66 











[Question] But the contention exists today that the fact that our present 
political predicament is more difficult makes it more difficult for us to even 
take action in very sensitive areas, such as that of the terrorists in Lebanon? 


[Answer] No. In terms of the difficulties, too, I would definitely not link 
these two issues. The matter of the terrorists in Lebanon in fact has to do 
with two distinct issues: the first is the Eretz Yisra'el issue and the second 
is the Lebanese issue. Regarding the current state of affairs, Lebanon has 
become a large-scale--perhaps even central--focal point of the Middle East 
tension as it prevails today, because in part it is under conquest by the Syrian 
army--and this might be the appropriate place to mention the fact that Syria 

has an ancient objective of annexing Lebanon. This is the Syrian national 

goal, certainly that of the Syrian Ba'th, namely the existing administration. 
This is the first reason. 


The second reason is the presence of the terrorists and their organizations in 
Lebanon, including their camps, training bases, headquarters, homebases and 
points of departure, their ordinance and armories, etcetera. This naturally 
is not only an element that causes agitation in Lebanon, but also prevents 
Lebanon from being independent when this whole death-machine is in operation 
there. 


In that respect, this is primarily our problem--that of us Israelis--but it is 
not exclusively ours. Let us not think that the United States is so interested 
in having Lebanon cease to exist as such. Lebanon will not be Lebanon as long 
as the terrorists continue to remain there the way they are there today and as 
long, of course, as the Syrian conquest of parts of Lebanon continues. So, I 
would even say that the terrorists’ interest in Lebanon--if one were to look 

at the global situation of Israel, although the term global might seem a bit 
strange in this context, then this is not only a thorn in our sides--is really 
an international problem. You have organizations that receive money from Saudi 
Arabia and arms from the Soviet Union, whether directly or through its satellites 
in Eastern Europe and from Syria and Libya--and, incidentally, training for 
terrorism and terrorist activity in general is done in the Soviet Union itself. 
This is all taking place in Lebanon, and is not in the interest of the entire 
Western world either. 


[Question] Is it not true that our difficult political predicament is actually 
what prevents us from acting freely there? 


[Answer] What do you mean by acting freely there? We are not at liberty to 

act in Lebanon as we see fit. Of course we would have preferred to have Lebanon 
as we see fit. Of course we would have preferred to have Lebanon free and inde- 
pendent and sovereign over all its territory, and that it harbor neither 
terrorists nor Syrians. After all, any action from outside Israel's borders is 
naturally problematic, irrespective of any other Israeli foreign affairs pro- 
blem. 


[Question] So why are we not really free, if we have no political problems? 
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[Answer] We are not free because we simply cannot choose to act without, shall 
I say, sufficient cause to take action, or do it so to speak when we feel like 
it, especially--and this I must add--since Israel actually wants peace. No 
way does it want any bloodshed at all. That is why we are trying so hard to 
honor the cease-fire achieved through Philip Habib, and I understand it is to 
continue. But still a situation of absence of warfare, of no bloodshed, can 
continue, and hence that as long as there is no need to launch any operation, 
we will not do so. 


[Question] In other words, the fact that we are not acting in Lebanon means 
that we do not believe action should yet be taken? 


[Answer] There is no doubt about it. We have never acted unless we had pre- 
viously judged that we had to act. We only do so if we think there is no 
other alternative. 


[Question] And should we feel that this is necessary, will we act even if the 
United States opposes this? 


[answer] I would not like today to put it in such a context, when it has not 
yet happened. Why should I simply stir up the wolves and lure them from the 
woods? Still, there are certainly certain things we will not allow to happen. 
It does not at all even enter our minds that anyone in Israel should think for 
instance that the terrorists should be allowed to open fire on Israeli 
settlements, or take terrorist actions against the civilian population and 
Israeli settlements in Israel without us doing what we have to do to defend 
Israelis. 


[Question] In other words, we have not yet reached the red line demanding that 
we take action? 


[Answer] There is no question of a red line here; there is simply a situation 
and a reality of a cease-fire. We will not violate the cease-fire. If someone 
else violates it, this will be the last time they violate it. 


[Question] In your opinion then, the cease-fire has not been violated so far? 


[Answer] Here there is room for interrpretation. You are dragging me by the 
tongue. Personally, I definitely regard the attempt to introduce a terrorist 
squad near Mehola--and I must note that this was a squad that was trained and 
fully equipped in Lebanon, transferred to Syria and I believe this was done in 
a wore or less conspicuous manner--was smuggled from Syria into Jordan, from 
where it tried to penetrate Israel, crossed the border and was eventually 
captured. I regard this as a violation of the cease-fire. 


[Question] So what action should be taken? 
[Answer] I am not the one to decide; the cabinet is the single body in Israel 


authorized to decide when there is room to act, when and whether action 
should be taken. The cabinet decided as it did, and I respect its decision. 
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[Question] Dr Ben-Elisar, you were the first Israeli ambassador to Egypt. The 
impression is that, in moving toward 26 April, normalization was gained unpre- 
cedented momentum. Is this ture? 


[Answer] This is an excellent question. I must admit with all honesty that, 
while on the one hand I am very glad that normalization really got such an 
impetus, on the other hand there is also room for concern here. 


[Question] Concern? 


[Answer] Yes. Although in the beginning of my remarks I said that I usually 

am not in the habit of feeling apprehensive, and I am calm, here too my mind 

is set at ease because, as far as I am concerned, there is no doubt in my mind 
that even after we complete the withdrawal from the Sinai and return to the in- 
ternational border, peace between Israel and Egypt will continue. In other words, 
this basic, revolutionary thing that occurred in the Middle East which is called 
peace between Israel and Egypt will no doubt continue. However, where I am 
still a bit worried is over the fact that the state of Israel has for 18 months 
been trying to tell the Egyptians that the bilateral relations must gain more 
and more content, the most important aspect being of course the establishment 

of the fabric of personal ties between Israelis and Egyptians, not only between 
otficials from both countries, but to expand to as wide a circle in both nations 
as possible. 


The Egyptians have indeed understood that, but still they did not do a thing to 
promote this. I know from my own personal experience the the Egyptian adwinis- 
tration has for a very long period of time, it seems to me even to this day, 
been preventing Egyptian civilians from traveling to Israel. The Egyptian 
authorities are preventing their citizens from going to Israel except of course 
when it is on an official or nearly official mission. 


We also naturally sought to develop economic and trade ties between the two 
countries--not so much for the sake of the financial profit, because after all, 
how much can we ultimately export to Egypt? Even if we had somewhat approached 
the goal--which currently seems almost illusory--of $100 million a year, this 
would still have constituted a minute fraction of the overall Israel exports 
which currently exceed $10 billion. What we did wish to achieve through this 
nevertheless was that the more elaborate the trade relations, the more the 
personal relations and ties between Israel and Egypt would also develop. Yet 
what we see happening now is that all of a sudden the Egyptians have woken up: 
An art exhibition has been brought to Israel, and I welcome it heartily, but 

I wish to point out that we have made extreme efforts to bring an Egyptian art 
exhibition to Israel in the past 1 and 1/2 years to no avail. All of a sudden 
not it is here! In the past we had already requested that heads of Israeli 
local councils be allowed to visit Egypt and that their Egyptian counterparts 
come to Israel, and this did not happen. Now all of a sudden an official 
lsraeli delegation comprising heads of local councils is invited to Egypt, and 
there are more and more such instances. 


Why is this so? My impression is that the closer the date of 26 April comes, 
the Egyptians are trying to portray a nice image, to show to what extent they 
are okay and interested in regular, normal relations, and to try to introduce 
content into the peace treaty. I regret that this comes so late--and this is 
precisely what arouses the fear in me that this may perhaps be directed ex- 











exclusively in order to guarantee our withdrawal from the Sinai--if this is at 
all necessary, or if they believe it is necessary. 


[Question] So why then are you not worried about peace? 
[Answer] You mean the existence of peace in the future? 


[Question] Yes, because you are concerned with the momentum, whith in your 
opinion is strange? 


[Answer] Artificial. 
[Question] But you are still not worried about peace? 


[Answer] That is because, to the best of my understanding, there is in Egypt 

a basic, deep interest in maintaining peace with Israel. I would even go so 
far as to say that insofar as the Egyptians are concerned today, peace with 
Israel is in their opinion an Egyptian interest. That is why I believe peace 
between the two countries wiil remain--perhaps not as actively and with as much 
energy as we would have liked, but the basic thing called peace will persist. 


[Question] But if you say that their basic interest is to have peace, then 
why should they now accelerate normalization and put on a nice show? 


[Answer] That is precisely what actually raises some questions in my mind re- 
garding the content--not with regard to the framework, which is that of peace-- 
with respect to the fabric of relations and ties that is slowly being expanded 
and deepened. On this I really have doubts. I would certainly have preferred 
progress to be gradual, but much more speedy to begin with. What happened is 
that despite all the explanations we had provided--and we have never pleaded 
or asked or begged--we only explained that for the sake of peace between the 
two nations it would be advisable for the Egyptian authorities to simply give 
their people the freedom to do as they see fit: to buy Israeli merchandise 

or not, to visit Israel or not, to their hearts" content. I believed the 
Egyptians would come to Israel and would want to form contacts because I felt 
this with the Egyptian people. But they did not permit it. And now, all of a 
sudden, the closer--as I said--we get to the date of the evacuation, they 
appear to want to set Israel's mind at ease. I do not like this appeasement. 
[ want the natural progression. 


[Question] That is, you fear that after 26 April there will be peace but not 
normalization? 


[Answer] Let us say that peace will continue--on this I have no doubt--but I 
am less confident and sure with regard to how active that peace will be. 


[Question] Dr Eliyahu Ben-Elisar, I thank you very much. 
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ISRAEL 


ISRAELI AIR FORCE COMMANDER INTERVIEWED 
TA251055 Tel Aviv BAMAHANE in Hebrew 24 Feb 82 pp 5, 7, 8 


['Emanu'el Rosen interviews Air Force Commander Maj Gen David 'Ivri--date and 
place of interview not specified] 


[Excerpts] [Question] Maj Gen David ‘Ivari, what is the military-strategic 
significance of the supply of F-16 planes and I-Hawk antiaircraft missiles to 
Jordan? 


[Answer] The Jordanian Air Force has a Western orientation--American and 
French mainly. It has F-1 planes, which are good, sophisticated planes end 
which arrived in Jordan last year, and F-5 planes, which fit in very well with 
the Jordanian conception. Their antiaircraft system is also mainly Western. 

It includes Hawk missiles, a sophisticated Western-built computer-based control 
and command system, and a central control system. Their disadvantage--if this 
can be termed a disadvantage--is that they are small in size; on the other hand, 
though, they are located right on our border. They have a very short flying 
time to Israel, a rapid reaction capability and correctly use their Western 
orientation. None of this was true in the Yom Kippur War, but since then there 
has been a very significant change and the Jordanian Air Force has become ex- 
tremely dangerous. 


Considerable significance is attached to the equipment they are liable to 
receive. First of all, in quantitative terms: Today they have 14 antiaircraft 
missile batteries, which do not cover all of Jordan, but chiefly the key zones. 
The addition of Hawks will close their skies completely. In the event of a war 
we will have a serious problem in attaining air superiority. Given the narrow 
breadth of Israel, the Hawks, if they are stationed along the border, will 
close off most of Israel's skies. So the danger is both quantitative and 
qualitative, since the improved Hawk is today one of the best weapons of its 
kind in the world. 


[Question] Do you forsee any change in Jordan's comperation possibilities if 
it does in fact receive these weapons systems? 


[Answer] Its potential for cooperation will certainly grow. Jordanian cooper- 
ation with Iraq or with Syria or with Saudi Arabia will in that event be far 
more dangerous and meaningful than it is today. 
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[Question] The air force is being crowded into a narrow area and into a small 
number of airfields [due to the Sinai withdrawal]. A problem arises here of 
defense against an enemy surprise attack. How do we cope with that problem? 


[Answer] We simply have to invest far more means in radar or in other such 
devices, and of course maintain a higher level of preparedness. Strategically, 
we will have to be apprehensive about a surprise attack far more than we were 
in the past, and to a certain extent we are returning to the mentality of the 
eve of the Six-Day War. 


[Question] Are the missiles in the Lebanese Biq'a still interfering with the 
operation of the air force there? 


[Answer] Absolutely--and the time that has passed is of no significance from 
this point of view. Having no choice, we have of course grown used to working 
under these new conditions, since the strategic-political decisions that were 
taken--and I think they were correct--dictate that we must live with this 
Situation. It interferes in certain situations, and it restricts somewhat the 
functioning of the air force. 


[Question] Last summer you were in a genuine war. Do you think that the air 
force's superiority was demonstrated in the kind of fighting that took place 
against the terrorists? 


[Answer] I think that in certain spheres we really outdid ourselves, and there- 
fore we were also called on to carry out more missions than others. There are 
spheres in which we, like others, definitely had problems. The air force is 
capable of flying over a specific site and carrying out a precise, effective 
attack--if it is told where to attack. But a problem of locating sites defin- 
itely existed, which is why the Israeli settlements suffered a little. While 
the air force does operate in the third dimension, it must be borne in mind 

that it cannot solve every problem. 
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ISRAEL 


"HA'ARETZ': "REAGAN HAS DONE IT AGAIN' 
TA191424 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 19 Feb 82 p 14 
["Uzi Benziman commentary: "The Dear Price of ‘Dear Menahem'"] 


[Text] The sweet words President Reagan tells the prime minister should not 
mislead us: The United States succeeds in imposing its will on Israel on 
important matters and in conducting a Middle East policy as it sees fit, in- 
cluding the sale of sophisticated weapons to Jordan. 


President Reagan has done it again. Just as 1 month ago, he addressed the 

prime minister with the words "dear Mehahem" and signed his message with the 
words "Yours, Ron."' The sweet words (to Mr Begin's taste) should not mislead 

us: They conceal a severe approach on the part of the U.S. administration which, 
in spite of its limitations, ultimately succeeds in forcing Israel to give in 

to the dictates of the White House. 


It is not certain whether Mr Begin swallows the bait cast by President Reagan 
through his saccaharine epistolary manners. It may be assumed--or, at least, 
it may be hoped--that 1 month ago when the prime minister gave a lot of pub- 
licity to the sweet tone of the U.S. President's message to him, he did not 
delude himself that it reflected the real approach of the White House toward 
the Israeli Government and the prime minister. Mr Begin should be given credit 
for being an experienced politician who gave much publicity to Reagan's way of 
addressing him because he believed this had some political vaiue. One may 
guess that Mr Begin thinks that by making public the tone of the intimate 
correspondence he maintains with the U.S. President he is binding Mr Reagan 

to friendly positions toward Israel. Perhaps Mr Begin believes that a Presi- 
dent who appeals to the Israeli prime minister in such a friendly tone will 

not be able some day to contradict himself by taking an absolutely uncomfortable 
position toward Israel. 


Nevertheless, Mr Begin had better listen to the remarks of the outgoing Israeli 
ambassador to the United States, Mr Efrayim 'Evron, rather than to the tone of 
the correspondence President Reagan has been maintaining with him. This week 
Mr 'Evron appeared before the Knesset Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee 

and drew a rather serious picture of the state of relations between Israel and 
the United States. Even if his remarks to the Cabinet and to the Knesset 
committee differed slightly in their severity, the significance of his message 











is clear: The Israeli Government has on its own provoked rather fundamental 
developments within the political establishment in the United States whose 
consequences are ever increasing difficulties for Israel to keep its status 
in the eyes of the U.S. public, and consequently in the administration. 


"Evron reminded his audience that the Reagan administration has been adopting 

a punitive policy toward Israel, it has not compensated Israel for the sale of 
AWACS to Saudi Arabia and it did not consult Israel before it began feeling its 
way with King Husayn about the possible sale of modern military equipment to 

the Jordanian Army. The list of U.S. reactions toward Israel had better be 
brought into focus: the unilateral cancellation of the strategic memorandun, 
the delay in arms shipments and ignoring Israel's expectations for compensation, 
both in the wake of the cancellation of the memorandum of understanding and the 
deterioration of its military situation follow-ng the sale of the AWACS to 

Saudi Arabia. 


The U.S. approach toward Israel is not only reflected in the previously mention- 
ed actions which came in the wake of Israeli decisions or acts which aroused 
deep bitterness in Washington (the bombing of the Iraqi reactor and the terror- 
ist command in Beirut, the annexation of the Golan Heights. The U.S. position 
has also found other expressions: the pressure exerted on Israel to accept the 
White House's position that it should retain from certain acts and moves. This 
pressure has proved efficient, to wit: the restraint shown by the government-- 
in contrast with its declarations--in view of the stationing of Syrian missiles 
in Lebanon and its abstention--in contrast with its explicit decision--from re- 
acting militarily to the terrorist penetration in the Mehola region. 


Thus Mr Reagan's words to Mr Begin make the music but the tone is set by the 
previously mentioned practical U.S. positions. 


One cannot level too harsh complaints at the United States for its attitude 
toward Israel. Since its election, the Reagan administration has been striving 
to implement a different Middle East policy. For reasons of his own (some of 
them political and domestic-economic and some relating to the way this adminis- 
tration perceives the right way to cope with Soviet influence), the Republican 
leadership has been striving to expand its influence in the Middle East by 
tightening relations between the United States and the Arab countries it con- 
siders "moderate." This effort--whether in the framework of separate bilateral 
relations with each of the countries or by creating some sort of a committing 
framework between them--includes, among other things, the sale of advanced U.S. 
weapons to these allies. Israel, which had lent a hand to this idea (among 
other things, through its striving to sign a strategic memorandum with the 
United States), sounds a little bit off-key when it raises its voice each time 
Washington plans to sell arms to a neighboring Arab country. 


Let there be no doubt: In spite of the new round of "dear Menahem" and "yours, 
Ron" of last week, Washington will sell Hawk missiles to Amman--and apparently 
F-16's as well--if only King Husayn agrees to buy them. The United States will 
also produce important justifications for this intention: While in 19/70 the 
Israeli Government had been ready to stand by King Husayn in repelling a Syrian 
invasion, the Israeli Government of the 1980's cannot be trusted on this matter. 











The government led by the Likud includes people (like Ari'el Sharon, for 
example, nobody in the U.S. administration makes light of his influence) who 
believe that not only should King Husayn not be helped to remain on his throne 
but that efforts should be made to remove him, in order to vacate the territory 
for the establishment of a Palestinian state in Transjordan. Given the fact 
that this is the current Israeli position, the United States may claim that 
King Husayn deserves sophisticated military equipment to defend his throne. 


U.S. pressure on Israel has its limitations which stem from the nature of the 
administration, its realization that Begin's claim that Israel is a strategic 
asset for the United States is to a certain extent justified, its difficulty in 
coping with the government's claim that it is the one that knows what is good 
for Israel's security and that it is responsible for it, and from the influence 
exercised by the Jewish lobby in the United States. The accumulation of all 
these elements creates the bargaining card Israel has in coping with the United 
States. 


This bargaining position, however, is narrow because of Israel's decisive 


economic dependence on the United States, a dependence which did not lessen 
when the rise in the consumer index was published this week. 
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ISRAEL 





WORLD ZIONIST ORGANIZATION SETTLEMENT BUDGET 


Land Settlement Department Budget 
TA161235 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1200 GMT 16 Feb 82 


[Text] The budget for the World Zionist Organization's land settlement depart- 
ment in the coming year will be 2.5 billion shekels, of which 40 percent will 
come from the state budget and the rest from contributions by world Jewry. 

The funds from the state budget will be allocated for settlement in the 
territories. This will include the beefing up of the existing settlements and 
the implementation of plans already approved by the government. Our corres- 
pondent Shalom Oren reports that this will involve the establishment of three 
settlements in the Jordan Rift Valley and several settlements in the Gaza dis- 
trict. The funds from world Jewry will be invested in strengthening the Gali- 
lee observation posts and in the establishment of new posts and settlements in 
Wadi ‘Ara and in the ‘Arava. The director of the settlement department, 
Matityahu Drobles, says that if the government decides to establish more 
settlements in the territories, it will have to allocate more funds. 


Further Details 
TA171040 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 17 Feb 82 p 1 
[Report by Yehuda Litani] 


[Text] Next fiscal year, the Finance Ministry will allocate about 1 bil‘ion 
Israeli shekels for settlement activities beyond the green line. This was 
stated yesterday by the head of the settlememt departments of the World Zionist 
Organization and the Jewish Agency, Matityahu Drobles, in a review of the 
settlements beyond the green line submitted to the World Zionist Organization's 
Executive. 


Mr Drobles said settlements beyond the green line total 126, of which 98 are 
being handJed by the settlement department. He noted that another 16 settle- 
ments and }4 Nahal presettlements would be established or are planned to be 
established in the upcoming fiscal year. 


Matityahu Drobles said there are 63 settlements in Judaea and Samaria. The 
Defense Ministry is establishing 4 Nahal presettlements. There are 25 settle- 
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ments in the Jordan Rift Valley and plans are underway to establish another 6 
settlements: 3 in the northern part of the valley and another 3 in the southern 
part (these settlements are scheduled to "remove" the Jericho corridor included 
in the "Allon Plan"). The head of the settlement department added that there 
are 33 settlements on the Golan Heights and 4 settlements are currently under 
construction (Had-Nes, Bene Zefat and two other presettlements in the northern 
Golan Heights.) Mr Drobles went on to say that there are 5 existing settle- 
ments and 2 others--Ganor and Deqalim--under construction in the Gaza Strip. 


Regarding the Golan Heights, Mr Drobles noted that the settlement cepartment 
hoped this area would be inahbited by some 20,000 settlers within 2 years. Mr 
Drobles proposed to the Executive a plan for 100,000 settlers in Judaea and 
Samaria, noting that Jerusalem and its suburbs are the center of this project. 
He referred to three areas in demand: First, an area at a distance of 20 min- 
utes from Tel Aviv and Jerusalem to be built only by private funds with hardly 
any public investment; second, at a distance of 20 to 50 minutes from Jerusalem 
and Tel Aviv also to be built by private construction firms based on plans and 
infrastructure provided by the World Zionist Organization settlement depart- 
ment; the third area stretches mainly from the [Samaria] slopes. Eastward, the 
Judaea Desert and the Hebron Mount and the settlements there would be given 
appropriate budgets which will be invested in creation of production sources. 


Referring to the Nahal presettlements currently under construction, Mr Drobles 
said they are scheduled to curb the illegal expansion of Arabs to vital areas, 
similar to the purpose of the observation posts in the Galilee. He noted that 
five presettlements are now being established on the Hebron Mount, seven Nahal 
presettlements are under construction in the heart of Samaria and the eastern 
slopes of the Samaria Mountains and another two settlements are heing built on 
the Golan Heights. 
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ISRAEL 


CULTIVATION MAY BE EXPANDED TO JORDAN RIVER PLATEAU 
TA171029 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 17 Feb 82 p 1 
[Report by Gid'on Alon] 


[Text] The World Zionist Organization settlement department is opposed to cul- 
t.vating agricultural land in the Jordan River bank [Ga'on Hayarden] area, 

east of the security fence in the Jordan Rift Valley. This was disclosed yes- 
terday by the head of the settlement department, Matityahu Drobles, and the 
director general of the settlement department, Yehuda Deqel, in a meeting of 
the World Zionist Organization finance committee. 


The head of the Jewish Agency settlement department, Prof Ra'anan Weitz, 
recently sent a letter on this issue to the chairman of the Inter-Institutional 
Committee on Settlements, Deputy Prime Minister Simha Ehrlich, in which he 
noted that "upon the lifting of the security restrictions on the cultivation 

of land east of the security fence in the Jordan Rift Valley, possibilities 
have emerged for exploiting the area known as Ga'on Hayarden. This additional 
land and other areas in the Jordan River Plateau [Kikar Hayarden] and in the 
center of the Jordan Rift Valley which have so far not been taken into con- 
sideration for agricultural exploitation would enable a considerable expansion 
of Jewish settlement in the Jordan Rift Valley area," Professor Weitz noted. 


He emphasized that an initial survey showed that the additional arable land 
totals a net 29,000 dunam. "These areas are composed of state-owned land and 
they may be cultivated without any restrictions," Professor Weitz pointed 
out. He proposed to issue instructions to the pertinent institutions (the 
settlement department and the planning authority) to plan the settlement 
alignment in the Jordan Rift Valley witn the aim of establishing anothe~ 10 
settlements on these land reserves. Last Monday, the Inter-Institu ioral 
Committee on Settlements approved in principle Professor Weitz's proposal. 


CSO: 4423/112 
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SOURCE OF BI'R ZAYT COLLEGE FUNDS INVESTIGATED 
TA181233 Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 18 Feb 82 p 2 


[Report by Yosef Tzuri'‘el] 


[Text] The civilian administration in Judaea and Samaria is to investigate if 
the Bi'r Zayt college is receiving funds from the PLO. The same arrangements 
for supervising the receipt of funds already made in the colleges of Bethlehem, 
Nabulus and Hebron will also be made in Bi'r Zayt. 


It was reported last night by security sources that for a long time there have 
been rumors about the origins of the Bi'r Zayt college funds, but it was only 
after local authorities and public institutions in Judaea, Samaria and the Gaza 
District were specifically banned from bringing in funds originating in the 

PLO that it was decided to also investigate the components of that college's 
budget. 


Security elements think that the directors’ refusal to permit a member of the 
civilian administration to visit the college springs only from a refusal in 
principle to cooperate with the Israeli administration. There is also the fear 
that looking at the books will lead to disclosures undesirable to it and which 
could cause a reduction of aid from those sources that it is keeping secret. 


The assumption among the security circles is that of all the colleges in Judaea 
and Samaria, the one in Bi'r Zayt is the main recipient of PLO funds, which 
reach it via a third party in West Europe and the United States. Apart from 
this, it is receiving considerable aid from U.S. sources whose hostility to 
Israel is unquestionable. 


[t is almost certain that the closure of the college for 2 months will permit 
the civilian administration to make a thorough investigation of its account 
books. 
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ISRAEL 


SHARON OUTLINES DEFENSE PROJECTS 
TA220728 Jerusalem POST in English 22 Feb 82 p 1 
[Report by Joshua Brilliant] 


[Text] Tel Aviv--Some of Israel's sophisticated arms systems are far more 
advanced than those of the United States and with regard to a whole line of 
equipment “we're an entire industrial generation ahead," Defence Minister 
Ari'el Sharon said yesterday. 


Sharon, who was addressing the Manufacturers Association Executive at Industry 
House here gave only one example: "The protection given to the crews in the 
Israeli-made Merkava tank is the best in the world." 


He said that Israel's qualitative lead over the enemy would continue, but the 
absolute number of tanks and other arms would not be increased. 


In the coming 5 years weapons systems could change, Sharon told the industrial- 
ists but the Israel Defence Forces would not have one additional tank, plane 
or division. 


Sharon said he expected to use all the American military aid until 1990 to 
purchase F-15, F-16 and F-18 planes, to finance the development of the Lavi, 
to buy assault and troop-carrying helicopters, repay debts and purchase other 
equipment not available in Israel. The money which the Americans allow Israel 
to spend locally--this year it will be $100 million out of a total of $1.4 
billion--should be used for producing the Lavi, a new version of the Merkava 
tank, and a new missile boat. "We can't do more," he said. 


Sharon maintained he even faced difficulties financing those projects only. 

The defence establishment has "very great" difficulties in financing the Lavi 
project, the minister stated. He invited the industrialists to join in develop- 
ing the plane and the new missile boat. The latter should be operational by 

the second half of the 1980's. Referring to the new plane he said, "we're 

ready to change the rule of restricting participation to the defence establish- 
ment and to open it to investments from the outside." 


Sharon told the industrialists that Israel has failed to take full advantage of 
an agreement to sell to the United States equipment worth $850 million, in lieu 
of payments fcr military purchases there. "We're not even selling things we've 
been asked to deliver, 


he claimed. 











The strategic memorandum of understanding opened the way for even greater 
deals, he continued. When a participant noted that it had been cancelled, 
Sharon retorted: "You think it does not exist?" 


The defence minister agreed that locally produced goods should be given 


priority if they are of good quality and the price was competitive. He did 
not even care if it would take longer to deliver them. 
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ISRAEL 


SHARON ON LAVI FINANCING, OTHER DEFENSE ISSUES 
TA221149 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 22 Feb 82 pp l, 2 
[Report by the economic affairs correspondent ] 


[Text] We are encountering great difficulties in financing the production of 
the Lavi aircraft, the investment toward which will reach $1.2 billion, defense 
minister Ari'el Sharon said last night to members of the Industrialists' Assoc- 
iation Executive Council in Tel Aviv. Mr Sharon said it was not true that the 
delegation that went abroad to raise money for the production of the plane had 
failed, but admitted that budgetary constraints do exist. 


The defense minister added that he intends to establish two centers for over- 
seeing offset [last word in English] trade agreements and contracts between 
Israel and U.S. industrial plants: The first will be in the Defense Ministry 
here and the other will be part of the Defense Ministry mission in Washington. 
Sharon disclosed that Israeli industry has the option to sell its U.S. counter- 
parts goods worth $850 million as part of the agreements on reciprocal purchas- 
ing arrangements signed in 1979, but he said that to date deals only amounting 
to $200 million have been carried out. The deals will grow in size during the 
1980's to the tune of hundreds of millions of dollars as a result of the sale 
of F-15, F-16 and F-18 aircraft Similarly, Israel will have the option of 
selling various items to the U.S. forces in the Middle and Near East. Mr Sharon 
said that one of the larger plants in Israel is currently participating in an 
overseas tender for the overhaul of helicopters and its chances of winning that 
bid depended primarily on its ability to compete in prices. 


Sharon announced that for security reasons it is necessary to stop establishing 
security-related plants in the center of the country, saying that in the future 
they will only be established in Judaea and Samaria, in the Negev and in the 
Galilee. According to Sharon, the concentration of industrial plants in the 
center of the country "will put our future in jeopardy.” 
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HA'ARETZ: SHARON REMARKS MAY INDICATE NUCLEAR TURN 
TA221434 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 22 Feb 82 p 9 


['Uzi Benziman commentary: "When Sharon talks about a ‘qualitative gap,' what 
does he mean?" ] 


[Text] Close attention must be paid to Ari‘el Sharon's statements, if only 
because he currently occupies the second place in the hierarchy of the Cabinet. 
But there are reasons why this is recommended: 


--Even when he held less senior posts, Sharon demonstrated originality of 
thought, daredevilry (let alone overenthusiasm) in planning and stubbornness 

in making sure resolutions are implemented. When such personal traits are 
merged into a person who presently controls the defense establishment, they are 
bound to be expressed in the way he handles the issues currently under his 
purview. 


--Mr Sharon has a great influence on Mr Begin, and despite some hard feelings 
he harbors for Sharon over past instances, the prime minister has great respect 
for Sharon's military expertise and takes his views very much into account. 


--Most Cabinet members suffer from the self-debasement syndrome in the face of 
Ari'el Sharon when purely security issues are discussed. They (albeit just a 
small minority of them) can actually differ with him when he proposes launching 
some sort of military operation, but they never presume to judge his security 
assessments and proposals. The other Cabinet members lack the kind of staff 
that would enable them to probe the plans of staff that would enable them to 
probe the plans presented before them by any other minister. This holds true 
to an even greater extent when recommendations and conceptions in specifically 
security matters are in question, because in those areas nearly all the minis- 
ters feel themselves to be incompetent and far less knowledgeable than in 

other spheres (social or economic) which they are asked to decide on. If, on 
certain domestic issues, there is a chance that the treasury (through its budget 
department personnel) might feed the Cabinet with data and various explanatory 
notes which differ somewhat from the data presented by the members of the per- 
tinent ministry, as far as the security field is concerned the checks and bal- 
ances mechanism is altogether nonexistent. 











thus, when Ari‘el Sharon repeats a principle position in the sphere of Israel's 
detense policy twice in the same week, one is very much advised to pay atten- 
tion to it. 


During last week's Cabinet session, the defense minister said things he later 
repeated on the televised Moged program. In both cases he discussed Israel's 
lack of desire (stemming from its inability) to continue to compete with the 
Arab countries on the size of their armies and the quantities of arms at their 
disposal. In effect, Sharon voiced here a far-reaching confession: that 

Israel has given up competing in the arms race and is deserting the basic 
detense policy guideline previously employed, namely that a certain quantitative 
edge must be kept (as the reports go, earlier it was three to one in favor of 
the confrontation countries together) between the IDF and the Arab armed forces. 
Israel is submitting to economic constraints that do not allow it to continue 

to maintain the usual quantitative gap (although even there it held an infer- 
ior place). Instead, it will aim toward maintaining the "qualitative edge." 


In this case, Sharon is not only preaching nicely, but he also acts accordingly. 
From the moment he was chosen for the post of defense minister, he has been 
leading the establishment under his jurisdiction to effect a 5-percent budget 
cut. During the present debate on the state budget, too, the defense budget 
did not make Mr Yoram Aridor lose any sleep, as Sharon presented no demands. 


Since this is so, the need arises to comprehend that Sharon means when he 
announces that the efforts to maintain a quantitative gap between the IDF and 
the Arab armies has terminated, in lieu of which efforts will be devoted to 
maintain the "qualitative edge.'' What lies behind these words? When Sharon 
conducts war battles, he exudes great alertness to the crucial significance of 
the quantity of units and the arms each party has--as his recommendation that 
a bidivision [du-vgdati] battle be held against the Egyptian Sinai deployment 
on 8 October 1973 will attest to. After all, he knows very well that at a 
certain point quantity becomes quality. 


So how does he intend to maintain the IDF's qualitative superiority if he 
intends to give up the quantitative race? And how does he intend to maintain 
Israel's deterrence (a need which he emphasized both in the cabinet session 
and on the television interview) if he publicly tells the Arab countries that 
the IDF has given up on the possibility of maintaining the present balance of 
DOWeT: 


Is it possible that the defense minister is sending signals to the world that 
the qualitative gap will be maintained through the nuclear option? 
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SHARON SEEN AS CONTROVERSIAL FIGURE 
Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 10 Dec “l p 7 
[Article by Haggai Eshed: "The Problem is Arik Sharon"] 


[Text] Arik Sharon is one of the most provocative problems, and the most 
important in Israeli politics. He is a problem because he is one of the 
Serious candidates for the leadership of the Likud and the prime ministry 
after the Begin era. 


He is a problem because he is an authentic representative of Israel of our 
time (at least part of it) and it is impossible to ignore him, or to treat 
him as merely hot air. He is a problem because his positive and negative 
qualities are both great in number, and it is difficult if not impossible 

to separate them. This is the way he was in the IDF to his commanders and 
subordinates and to the political rank appointed over the IDF since the days 
of David Ben-Gurion. This is the way he has been in the political arena, 
domestically, within the party, and in parliament, and even in foreign affairs-- 
in formulating a foreign and defense policy, and in carrying it out both 
theoretically and practically. He is a problem in his independent thinking, 
which is not routine, and frequently deviating, and he is a problem in his 
daring execution of policy. He acts daringly, surprisingly, methodically, 
and brutally--a mixture of a tank and a bulldozer. In everything that he 
turns to, the good and bad qualities are intertwined. Smoke and dust cloud 
the picture. 


His original thinking is not “pure” in its logic, and it often involves 
internal contradictions which lead to increasing struggle in the course of 

his thinking and in its practical test. His daring execution is frequently 
accompanied by wide margins of excessive and disturbing friction. He is a 
brutal polemicist and frequently encounters road blocks. He does not try to 
persuade his listeners, but to shock members of his opposition--to attack 

them personally, to cast suspicion on their motives and intentions, without 
trying to challenge their arguments and to prove their error and his correct- 
ness, His military battles he conducted according to the pure strategy of the 
indirect approach, as one of the students of the doctrine of Liddel Hart. 

His political battles he conducts in a bad imitation of Klauswitz, with a 
strategy of surround and destroy, to the point of total war. In Arik Sharon's 
world there are enemies who must be fought, stumbling blocks which have to be 
skirted, and there are some of these which can be of assistance. He has no 











partners of equal value and weight, with whomhe must collaborate over the long 
term on the basis of equality. Not even with those who agree with his position. 
But even with those who merit suspicion and who should be kept at a s-fe 
distance. 


This is the problem of Arik Sharon himself. This is the problem of Arik Sharon 
with others. In a paradoxical way it holds a dangerous trap for the Alignment. 
Arik Sharon's brutal and provocative style broaden the front of opposition to 
his policy to the point that it includes those '‘ho really should be in agree- 
ment with it, since to a great extent he ig continuing and maintaining that 
which they started. Thus Arik Sharon succeeds in being the heir of the Labor 
Movement in its values in the past and present, and certainly also in the 
future. He enrages the Alignment and pushes it into the position of general 
and constant opposition in the area of foreign and defense policy--an opposi- 
tion to itself, to its platform, and to its historic method. The Alignment 

has abandoned its position to Arik Sharon and has given him the scepter of 
national leadership in the areas of settlement and security (after his street 
admirers had already crowned him the king of Israel). 


It is possible to bring two examples, each of which requires extended discus- 
Sion--the autonomy agreement and the memorandum of understanding on strategic 
cooperation between Israel and the U.S. In both of these issues, the Align- 
ment has been pushed, to a certain extent because of Sharon's style, to reject 
itself. 


The autonomy plan included in the Camp David accords is an evolution of the 
autonomy idea which was first raised by Yigal Allon and later engaged in by 
Moshe Dayan (on behalf of the Alignment) under the name of both autonomy as 
well as the functional compromise. In Alignment and Likud governments, the 
two possibilities of functional compromise and even territorial comprises 
Struggled side by side. The Camp David accords did not close the door to 
these two ideas of an automony agreement and a peace treaty with Jordan. 
These two types of compromise, side by side, were part of the national con- 
sensus in which the Likud and the Alignment were partners at various stages 
of the process. The best expression of this was a usual given by Abba Eban. 
Within the framework of the Camp David accords he proposed the formula of 
"more autonomy for less territory", meaning a mixture of territorial compro- 
mise (less territory) and functional compromise (more autonomy). 


This is the fact, and Arik Sharon is speaking freely wien he condemns (and 
not unjustly) several spokesmen for the Alignment who now act as though the 
Alignment rejects and has always rejected the position of the Likud on the 
issue of autonomy. The Alignment did not reject the autonomy plan when it 
was presented in the Knesset, it was in favor of the Camp David accords, and 
it so committed itself in the event that it won in the elections. 


In the past, the Alignment rejected neither the autonomy plan nor its earlier, 
forerunners from the period of Alignment governments. It cannot reject them 
today, for there is a continuity in the Israeli policy regarding the territor- 
ies which has run from the Six-Day War until today. There have only been 
slight deviations which can be opposed only on the basis of that policy and not 











on the basis of its rejection. Alignment spokesmen must be careful to distin- 
guish between the continuity of the policy on the territories in the past and 
present, and the deviations from it. Otherwise, Arik Sharon will tell them 
tomorrow: "Where were you when the new settlement and defense map was developed." 


Another example is the memorandum of understanding in the matter of strategic 
collaboration. In this area too it can easily be proven that the differences 
between the Likud and the Alignment are a question of more or less, and that 
Arik Sharon is following in the footsteps of the great ones from the days 

of David Ben-Gurion and his successors when he tries to achieve a political 
and milicary alliance (under various names at varying levels of commitment) 
based on shared interests. Sometimes the desired alliance is secret and bears 
the character of a "plot" (in the positive sense of the term, in spite of the 
negative connotation which accompanies it), and sometimes it is open and de- 
clared. In this matter, Israel finds itself in one of two conditions. In one 
it is the secret mistress, and in the other it is public. Israel cannot achi- 
eve the respected status of monogamous marriage. (It can preach marriage only 
if it is willing to accept a multiplicity of wives, in the style of the East, 
with the U.S. having several Middle Eastern wives, with only one of them--under 
the best of circumstances--being Israel, with the others being Arab Islamic 
States.) 


Arik Sharon is working on all of these issues with the aid of his advisor, 
Maj Gen Abrasha Tamir, who was the advisor of previous defense ministers as 
head of the planning Branch of the General Staff and the defense minister's 
office. Tamir was a key man in the formulation of continuity in the Israeli 
defense policies in both Alignment and Likud governments. For the sak: of his 
own honor, and party benefit, Sharon likes to present all of the progrz2ms as 
though they originated with him. On the other hand, he (like Menahem Begin) 
claims that he is the true heir of the tradition of the Labor Movement in 
national leadership in settlement and defense. Sharon's critics to the left 
of the Alignment aid the carrying of these two parts at the same time, in 
spite of the contradiction between them. They help him pose the question: 
where were you? Yosi Sarid helps Arik Sharon prove that he is both the heir 
as well as innovator and creator in foreign and defense affairs, and that the 
Alignment is neither. Yosi Sarid is also part of the problem of Arik Sharon. 
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DEFENSE MINISTRY OFFICIALS FIGHT SHARON MOVES 
Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 11 Dec 81 p 19 


[Article by Ya'ir Kutler: "Committee Chiefs of Defense Ministry: We Shall 
Conduct An Uncompromising Struggle Against Minister Ariel Sharon"] 


[Text] The organizational committee of Defense Ministry workers, which leads 
a giant army of 2,500 disciplined workers subject to its authority, has de- 
clared war on Minister Ariel Sharon. In "Emergency Circular No 1" which 

is about to be published as the first in a series of three, the committee 
informs its workers: "There will be an uncompromising struggle which will 

be painful. A good military commander decides that his soldiers will not be 
abandoned on the battle field. That same good military commander as defense 
minister has abandoned thousands of his worker soldiers. The minister of 
history will remember, and not forget. We will work together, and together 
we shall succeed." 


The committee heads emphatically warn: the first circular is light stuff.... 
The others will be a lot more painful. 


The expected strike, if indeed it does occur, will take place in less than 2 
weeks, within the framework of the law. The workers (read: the committee 
heads) have very little to lose, but the minister can lose everything. "The 
more painful, the better.” 


The struggle which is in full force between Minister Sharon and the workers 
started immediately upon his assuming office, but the dispute remained a 
family affair, and did not go public. The glowing coal burst into flame after 
the workers learned from the communications media of the arrival of a new star 
at the ministry, parachuted in from the U.S. by the defense minister, the new 
advisor Arye Gengar, who had left Israel 16 years ago and settled in the U.S. 
and had done quite well there. 


In the get acquainted discussions which Minister Sharon first conducted with 
the committee in August, he promised the stars, he promised to encouraged 
advancement from within the ministry to senior positions; to provide a strong 
basis for the ministry; to maintain close and fruitful collaboration with the 
committee. And he did not spare compliments for himself: "I am the only 
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general who remained in politics after the others were eliminated." He said 
it without any explanation, but quickly added: "I must be assisted by several 
advisors and aides whom I intend to bring to the ministry." 


ine committee heads, who did not have a chance to measure the man, sounded 
rather moderate. They said to the minister: "We understand your request," 

but they also emphasized that the prerogative was the committee's to confirm 
the acceptance of new workers, except for three who serve at the wish of the 
minister: the director general, the secretary, and the driver. This is clear- 
ly established by the regulations. 


The minister did not wait for the advice of the committee. In the first wave, 
which was brought for the confirmation of the committee, eight aides were 
appointed, although the committee only confirmed four: 1) Maj Gen (Res) Uri 
Ben-On; 2) Eli Landau, who brought Nakhama Fishman as his secretary. Her 
employment received only temporary confirmation in a contract from 1 September 
for 120 days; 3) Eytan Khalvi, driver; 4) the secretary Sarah Shema. 


Behind the back of the committee, a payment was made to the secretary, who came 
from Jerusalem, of $125 per month for the rental of an apartment in Tel Aviv. 
This is double the amount permitted by regulations. 


In the first round, the committee rejected confirming the hiring of Avi Dudai, 
Sarah Weiner, Eli El-Hadad. With the passage of time, after Avi Dudai had 
deepened his hold in the minister's office as Sharon's confidants, his hiring 
was in any event confirmed, over the protest of the committee. Ms Weiner was 
also hired after some time as the person in charge of events and announcements. 
A solution was also found for Eli El-Hadad, who was described as the aide of 
Uri Bar-On: temporary employment for 120 days on a special contract, begin- 
ning on 20 September. Such contracts are not renewedon the 120th day. The 
minister's request for confirmation of a new ~pokesman whom he had brought from 
the Ministry of Agriculture (Eliezer Zilber) was rejected by the committee, 
which kept on the veteran spokesman of the ministry Danny Weinreich. 


Members of the committee and others discovered that in the halls of the 
ministry and the courtyard, still other advisors and aides were milling about, 
and receiving salaries paid by the public, but their employment was not offici- 
al, such as Moshe Yitsmakh, photographer. Also encountered was Yitshaq Hillman, 
of the Aviation Industries. The committee did not know what his job was. Also 
seen was Col Yokhanan Magal, who had been the commander of Nahal. 


Not much time had passed when it was learned that Magal was the chief of staff's 
candidate for the post of head of the Research and Development Branch. Oppos- 
ing him was a colonel from the Budget Branch in the ministry. In the competi- 
tion, the placement committee chose the colonel, who was more suited to the job. 
Magal remained without a job. Now it is being asked that he be appointed as 

an aide to Uri Bar-On, but the committee refuses. There are other candidates 
for such positions among other ministry workers. 


When Avi Dudei, the aide to the minister, is asked what Eli El-Hadad does in 
the ministry (he is described as aide to Uri Bar-On), he quickly responds that 
Uri does not want to work with him. 





















ne taxpayer bears this burden. 
After the fact, the placement committee was informed of the appointment of 
Brig Gen Haim Yevetz as aide to the Chief of the National Security Unit, the 
head being Gen Avraham Tamir. The unit is subject to regulations, and its 
employees include people designated both military and civilian. All appoint- 
ments to the unit must be coordinated with the committee, but Arik Sharon calls 
the tunes. 


The minister also requested (through intermediaries) for the appointment of 
Col (Res) Stella Levi. The committee rejected this, and warned about escalat- 
ing the dispute. The appointment was frozens The minister retreated. But 
until when? 


Already tense relations have worsened. Committee heads have sought to stop 
the pride in the enormous appetite of Arik Sharon for personal appointments of 
aides from outside of the system. 


On 8 November, when Moshe Ashkenazi, the committee chairman, conducted a 
discussion with the minister together with other senior officials, the minister 
was suddenly requested to return to consult with him on a certain matter, 
which was not detailed. A day before the scheduled meeting, on 12 November, 
the media revealed for the first time the "certain matter": Arye Gengar. 


The discussion between the minister and Ashkenazi was conducted as scheduled. 
Sharon heaped praises on Gengar: a serious man who would conduct the matters 
of weapons exports properly. 


Ashkenazi took interest: was there anything wrong with the present management 
of those affairs? 


Sharon quickly responded: until now, matters had been conducted as the private 
preserve of the workers involved. 


Ashkenazi, who is moderate in his words and a retiring man who keeps a low 
profile, said to the minister that he would have to submit the matter to the 
committee because it was so substantive. And he hinted: the prior publicity 
in the media, and the fact that Gengar had spoken badly of the ministry 
workers, would make the requested confirmation more difficult. 


The tense dicussion ended. The two sides agreed on two important points: 

a) the minister would consult with urgency with the committee to explain his 
plans; b) the minister would freeze all activity in the field. Before they 
parted, Ashkenazi said to Sharon: tell us where you are headed and what are 
your plans. What do you want? There are rumors about a cut of 50 percent of 
the ministry workers. Everyone is concerned about his future. Everyone is 
asking: Where is the committee? Why is it silent? 


Arik Sharon agreed to a meeting with the committee on 16 November. 
A half hour before the scheduled meeting, the committee offices received a 


laconic message from the minister's office, by telephone: the meeting was 
cancelled. No reasons were given. 















(wo days passed. On the day th2- the meeting had been set between the commit- 
tee and the minister (16 November) Sharon had signed a letter in which he in 
fact made the appointment, describing Arye Gengar's future duties as: new 
czar over the defense system. The committee heads who had been slighted were 
Avranam Ben-Yosefi and Ya'aqov (Shafik) Shapira, both senior workers. In one 
night they had been reduced to haulers of wood and drawers of water. The 
number one and number two persons in the deputy director general's office for 
military exports were to be subordinated to the emigre Gengar, who in time was 
Supposed to take control of the whole unit, numbering 20 persons. There was no 
reason that Gengar, if he indeed came to the ministry, would not seek to get 
rid of them, because the minister had no confidence in them. 


Ashkenazi hurried to convene the institutions of the workers’ union. It was 
decided to exercise restraint inspite of the challenging conduct of the minister, 
and to wait until Sharon returned from abroad. In the meantime, they wrote a 
letter not for distribution, in moderate tones: a request to the minister to 
make a common effort to find a solution. 


On 29 November, while Sharon was still abroad, the committee met to discuss 
this stormy affair. Appeals were made to Director General Yosef Ma'‘ayan, who 
was quietly seeking to remove himself from management of the stvrmy ministry. 
He was warned that if by 2 December the unilateral actions of tne minister did 
not cease, the workers’ council would be asked to determine a labor dispute. 


Director General Ma'ayan hurried to make contact with the U.S. It was not many 
hours before Avi Dudai's voice was heard on the expensive trans-Atlantic line. 
fhe conversation which he had with committee chairman Moshe Ashkenazi was con- 
lucted in high tones. There were also threats, in a manner reminiscent of the 
minister. Dudai asked that the convening of the workers’ council be delayed. 

He yelled: "It will cause the termination of all agreements and arrangements." 
Ashkenazi answered: "We will not be threatened." Dudai: "I repeated myself... 
This is not a threat.... I am only asking to explain.... Iwill deny it if 


; 7 
You quote Me esecec 


At the end of that tense conversation, Ashkenazi hinted that he might be able 
to moderate the position if he could report to his colleagues that the minister 
was freezing the appointment of Arye Gengar, the subject of the dispute, as 

|l1 as the absorption of the new workers who had come to the ministry without 
consultation with the committee. 


udai rejected Ashkenazi's request outright, "in the name of the minister.’ 


Before the end of the discussion, Ashkenazi was able to ask the provocative 
juestion: "What is Eli El-Hadad doing in the ministry?" 


Dudai: "What can I do? Uri Bar-On doesn't want him. 


Now matters developed quickly to the point of the secretariat of the union 
leclaring a labor dispute. 


yeral days earlier, when Sharon felt the rope growing shorter, he initiated 
1 telephone conversation with committee chairman Ashkenazi at 10:30 in the 
orning. [t was on 3 December, and this is what Sharon said: 














"All agreements, oral, written, and on stenograms, which I had with the commit- 
tee are null and void. 


"The directorate and the director general (Yosef Ma'ayan) are moving you, and 
you can sit with them alone. 


"I have finished with you. I am no longer ready to talk with you or sit with 
you. You seized the opportunity while I was abroad. 


"I will use the Quartermaster Branch of the IDF. I do not need the ministry 
management. I promise you that the ministry will be better run, and the people 
of Israel will not suffer for it. 


"I am sending telegrams to the delegation regarding.... 


"The Lavi project will be carried out as I understand it and not as I agreed 
with you. 


"You can strike and you will not receive strike pay. I will show you once and 
for all. I suggest that you check to see if you have the authority to decide 
who I may bring to the ministry and if you are authorized to intervene in 
appointments, and how it will be possible to run the ministry when half of 

the workers are fired. 


"You talk about unity. Nonsense. As far as I am concerned there is no differ- 
ence between you and other workers. Stop talking in the name of unity." 


Committee chairman Moshe Ashkenazi, who quietly listened to the minister's 
threats, tried to respond, but the conversation was cut off when Sharon slammed 
down the receiver. 


Moshe Ashkenazi is described by his colleagues in the struggle in a few words; 
he is not run of the mill. He was born in Egypt in 1936 and came to Israel in 
1950. He is married and the father of three. He is a senior official in the 
northern district of the Defense Ministry. He lives in Haif=. He has worked 
in the system for 17 years. In the last Knesset he was a member and chairman 
of the committee on labor relations. He is also very popular because of his 
modesty. He is definitely a man of compromise. This is his great strength. 
Sharon, who was not smart enough to do so, could easily have won him over, 

but Sharon only wants to defeat, to strike, to surprise, to dictate. He 
listens to no one. 


Ashkenazi was unanimously elected chairman of the committee in personal elec- 
tions which were held in December 1980. It is a unified committee which 
arouses the jealousy of many fragmented committees. It does not have the 

same terrible fragmentation which exists in El Al, in the Ministrv of Communi- 
cations, in the Electric Company, to mention only three militant and strong 
committees, which have Israel around the neck whenever they want. There is no 
opposition in the workers’ committee of the Defense Ministry. There is also 
no executive committee. Sharon should feel blessed with such a committee but 
he has not ceased belittling it, and arouses the anger of the most moder. ce 
among them. 
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Moshe Ashkenazi's right hand is Avraham Ahrel, spokesman and chairman of the 
coordinating and information committee. He is a worker tied into the system, 
having been a chairman of the union for 17 years. Both Ashkenazi and Harel 
speak pure language, without challenge for its own sake. 


Already in March of this yer". the committee sounded the alarm about the hiring 
of workers outside of cha» - costs the taxpayers much money. Menahem 
Begin and Mordekhai Tsipori, «+  inister of Defense and Deputy Minister at 
that time, recognized the strugy,.e of the committee. At first, they sought to 
establish a new company under the name Albatross to sell military equipment. 
They quietly tried to transfer the duties of the ministry to the company and 
private consultants. Thus they hoped to circumvent the decision of Finance 
regarding manpower cuts. By the back door they quietly tried to extend the 
empire ot the defense system far from the spotlights of the media. The tax 
payers owe thanks to the committee, which was alert and frustrated this plan. 
The committee identified 45 outside positions which had they been staffed would 
have cost the taxpayers a pretty penny, unnecessarily. 


After Sharon was sworn in as minister, an agreement was signed on 13 November 
with the ministry, the commission, the committee, and the Histadrut, which 
nullified the establishment of the new company and the employment of an army 
of consultants. The prior program was restored in the ministry, meaning that 
all duties were to be carried out by regular workers. Amendments co regula- 
tions were promised to the ministry. 


Even before the ink was dry on this agreement, Sharon tried to evade it by 
opening a new front against the committee. It should be noted that in that 
same agreement of 13 November, there were appended two letters signed by Sharon: 
one stated that some military positions would be considered civilian; the 
other called for transfer of duties from consultants and outside elements to 
workers in the ministry. 


Moshe Ashkeazi and Avraham Harel say: "We are rebelling against the method 

employed by Sharon in the Ministry. We would have been persuaded if they had 
persuaded us, just as it was when we agreed to the minister's requst to employ 
Meir Zore'a (Zaro) as a systems comptroller. We will not agree to the manage- 
ment of ministry affairs as though it were a banana republic, a modern Sodom." 


Sharon would do well to hasten to recall his appointment of the emigre Gengar, 
which is sounding negative echoes everywhere. Sharon must recognize a basic 
fact: the defense system cannot be managed solely with the aid of consultants 
and armor bearers, without ongoing dialogue with the committee and senior 
officials. A spirit of compromise prevails in the committee, unlike the 
minister's office. The minister should not make the committee into another 
militant group in Israel which would strike every Monday and Thursday until 
the minister was forced to resign. El Al is a good example of how it is pos- 
sible to destroy a company by failed management. 


Sharon has caused the workers to sharpen their response. They will not agree 
to the coming of Arye Gengar to the ministry. It should be noted tht Gengar 
himself, in his pronouncements from New York, has indicated a willingness to 
concede the proposal of the minister, made behind the back of the ministry 
workers. 
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At the end of the week Sharon opened a new front against the "weapons dealers 
who are wringing the neck of the defense system."' This was stated, as usual, 
without any explanation. Can he justify by this his bringing of Arye Gengar, 
the faithful friend of Meshulam Riklis, who helped Ariel Sharon by getting him 
a loan to purchase his giant farm in southern Israel? 


Ariel Sharon should listen to what the committee heads have co say: we will 
not permit the Defense Ministry to be managed by a regime of fear and threats. 


7075 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


NEW MISSILE BOAT AFTER LAVI--The next military project after the Lavi aircraft 
will involve the manufacture of a new missile boat for the navy. This was 
started today by Defense Minister Ari'el Sharon. Our military correspondent, 
Shmu'el Tal, reports that the ship will be larger than the ships currently in 
service. It will be able to stay on the high seas for a prolonged period of 
time and move the scene of the action far away from the Israeli coasts, up to 
Libya and the mouth of the Mediterranean. It will be able to carry long-range 
missiles as well as sophisticated arms systems in accordance with future needs. 
Such a ship will be capable of preventing the blockade of the civilian Israeli 
passageways even when a war is being waged far away from its waters. The plan- 
ning work for the ship is being carried out by the Israel Shipyards and the 
Israel Aircraft Industries from their own resources. The cabinet had approved 
the plan to build the new missile boats some time ago. [Text] [TA211909 
Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1900 GMT 21 Feb 82} 


MORE WEST BANK HOUSING PROMISED--Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Construc- 
tion and Housing David Levi, who was yesterday given honorary Qiryat Arba’ 
citizenship, announced that 3,000 new housing units will be established this 
year in Jewish settlements in Judaea and Samaria. For this purpose an apprec- 
iable section of his ministry's budget will be allocated, but not at the ex- 
pense of welfare and not at the expense of the development of other districts 
in Israel. Minister Levi explained that to date thousands of housing units 
have been established in Judaea and Samaria and this will continue, including 
in Qiryat Arba’ and the Jewish quarter of Hebron, since "these two places are 
one." Laber on he said Israel would not permit the establishment of a Pales- 
tinian state. The autonomy plan is the only plan that would permit coexistence 
of Jews and Arabs and would provide the nation of Israel with security, he said. 
He added that anyone who says that autonomy is a stage toward the establish- 
ment of a Palestinian state is wrong. "We will continue doing things, building 
and developing for the sake of advancing the Jewish and also the Arab popula- 
tions in the area," the deputy prime minister confirmed. [Text] [TA231201 

Tel Aviv HATZOFE in Hebrew 23 Feb 82 p 4] 


CABINET APPROVES ADDITIONAL BUDGET--The cabinet has approved an additional 
budget of 41.6 billion Israeli shekels. The total budget for the current year 
will be over 250 billion shekels, 45 billion shekels more than the original 
budget. [Text] [TA231507 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1500 GMT 23 
Feb 82] 
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NEW POLITICAL BODY IN TERRITORIES--The PLO is examining the possibility of 
setting up in the territories a new political body, on the model of the 

National Guidance Committee, but with larger representation of Fatah supporters. 
It is not yet clear whether the PLO has already initiated contacts in the terri- 
tories. Our correspondent Pinhas ‘Inbari reports, according to reports reaching 
East Jerusalem, that the new body would be linked with Abu Jihad, who has been 
appointed in charge of the territories by Fatah. The body will be called the 
National Palestinian Front, the name of the clandestine organization preceding 
the National Guidance Committee. Our correspondert has also learned that the 
Popular Front of George Habash is marshalling its :.rces against the new com- 
munist party of the Palestinians. That party was set up at the initiative of 
George Habash, of all people, in order to isolate the communists who support 

a rapprochement between Jordan and the Soviet Union. But contrary to what had 
been originally planned, a broad party came into being, and it is endangering 
the status of the Popular Front within the radical left. [Text] [TA201433 
Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1400 GMT 20 Feb 82] 


NEARLY ALL SINAI EQUIPMENT REMOVED--About 2,000 of the 2,800 structures in 
Sinai which are to be dismantled and moved elsewhere have already been roved. 
At this time personnel of the General Staff's Logistics Branch are in the midst 
of the evacuation work. They say it will be completed on time, as planned. 
Israel will leave some buildings in Sinai intact--some of them originally built 
by the Egyptians. These are situated mainly in the areas of Rafah, Ne'ot Sinai 
and southern Sinai. Some of the buildings are being sold to Egyptian elements 
or to the MFO. The sacred sites will be renovated prior to the evacuation. 

The evacuation work is at its height. Of the 220 km of water pipes, over 80 km 
have already been dismantled, and scrap is also being removed. [Text] [TA251111 
Tel Aviv BEMAHANE in Hebrew 24 Feb 82 p 4] 


SAMARIA LAND FRAUD INVESTIGATION CONCLUDED--The Tulkarm Police have concluded 
an investigation of 25 complaints filed on the Samaria land issue. The comman- 
der of the Samaria district of the Israel Police Force reported last night that 
no proof has been found that land was being snatched or fraudulently purchased. 
According to him, in most of the complaints it emerged that only damages were 
actually caused--for example, branches being cut from trees or terracing being 
destroyed. In six cases the administration had actually issued a seizure de- 
cree for land required for the paving of a road to the new town of Ari‘el. In 
another instance, the son of the (Laka) Mukhtar was involved in forging an 
official signature by his father for the sake of a land transaction. [Report 
by ‘Amos Levav] [Text] [TA221331 Tel Aviv Ma'Ariv in Hebrew 22 Feb 82 p 9] 


PALESTINIAN PRESS DIRECTOR--The military government today banned Ibrahim Qar'in, 
one of the directors of the Palestinian office for press services in east Jeru- 
salem, from going to Jordan. When he arrived at the Allenby Bridge, he was 
forced to turn around. The Palestinian office for press services declares its 
support for the PLO. The office's owner, Raymonda At-Tawil, recently called 
for mutual] recognition of Israelis and Palestinians. [Text] [TA191213 
Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1200 GMT 19 Feb 82] 


TWO TERRORISTS SENTENCED--Nabulus, 24 Feb--Two inhabitants of the Balatah 
refugee camp in Nabulus have been sentenced by the town's military court to l 
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year in prison after they were found guilty of establishing a local terrorist 
squad. The pair, Futuh Abu (Al-Haja) and Salah (Kharish), were arrested by 
the security forces last August after they had established a local squad with 
the aid of a third colleague. The squad fabricated molotov cockiails, used 
these against local targets, and also set fire to a car belonging to a local 
inhabitant and tried to set the municipality cn fire. The third member of the 
squad was sentenced to only the period during which he has already been held 
and has been released. [Text] [TA241059 Tel Aviv ITIM in Hebrew 1050 GMT 24 
Feb 82] 


"PEACE NOW' AVOIDS CONFLICT--Following a lengthy discussion, the Peace Now 
movement has decided to avoid a confrontation with the activists from the move- 
ment to stop the Sinai withdrawal. A series of meetings held throughout the 
country, which culminated in a meeting of the leaders of the movement's acti- 
vists, led to the conclusion that the movement should wait to see how the govern- 
ment acts rather than be dragged into conflicts. At the same time, the move- 
ment dispatched messages to the prime minister and the defense minister with 
warnings against the possibility that Yeshiva students will begin arriving in 
the Yamit region en masse during the Passover holiday, conceivably making the 
withdrawal impossible and precluding government control of the situation. The 
movement consequently urged the cabinet to employ preemptive measures. Ii its 
message, the movement announced its intention to recruit the many supporters 

of the peace agreement with Egypt to join its activity if it transpi~es that 
the government is not preparing for action to prevent the possibility of jeo- 
pardizing the withdrawal process. It has been learned that the movement is 
considering organizing a large-scale demonstration in the Shalom approaches 
area upon the arrival of the final pullback date. The spokesman for the move- 
ment emphasized that even if the evacuation process does not progress properly 
the movement will still not regard it as necessary to act before 26 April. The 
main efforts will thus be directed into refurbishing the movement's branches 
and into recruiting activists for the struggle over the question of the West 
Bank and the autonomy. [Text] [TA221132 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 22 Feb 

82 p 3] 
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LEBANON 


ACTIVITIES OF CONSTRUCTION SECTOR DISCUSSED 

Beirut AL-IQTISAD WA AL-A'MAL in Arabic No 34, Jan 82 pp 55-57 

[Article by Sa'id ‘Alam al-Din: "Construction Activity in Lebanon in 1981"] 
[Text ] Record Figures and Inopportune Factors. 


Construction Activity at the Beginning of the Eighties is 
Greater Than the Activity Which Took Place at the Begin- 
ning of the Seventies. 


The April Events Paralyzed Construction Activity Until 
July. 


High Interest Rates Delayed the Implementation of Some 
Projects. 


Why Has There Been an Increase During the Last Few Years 
in the Total Area Licensed for Construction? 


In 1981 Lebanon experienced sharp ups and downs in its public order and secur- 
ity situation, and this had a negative effect on various fields of economic 
activity, especially construction and the industrial and commercial sectors 
connected with it. This decrease in amount of construction activity i* occur- 
ing at a time when there is a decrease in the quality of construction t::ing 
done--the latter feature being attested to by the fact that international 
specifications in the construction industry are not being adhered to. So many 
violations are occuring that the result has been urban disfigurement [of Beirut] 
which has no parallel in other capital cities, not even in those in the 
countries of the Third World. 


AL-IQTISAD WA AL-A'MAL, which is following developments in this and other : 
economic sectors in Lebanon and the [other] Arab countries, presents this 
special report which gives some idea what the situation was last year. 


The year 1971 experienced a number of negative factors which have led people 


to believe that it was not a year which favored the construction industry. 
The first of these factors was the April events and the Palestinian-Israeli war. 
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The security factor [and breakdown in public order] alone was sufficient for 
postponing many new construction projects, particularly since this industry 
was paralyzed for 3 months and was not able to catch its breath until last 
July. 


But the latest statistics, the source of which is the Engineers’ Union, 
indicate that the total area licensed for construction in 1981 amounted to 
more than 6 million square meters by mid-December, as compared to 5.3 million 
square meters in 1980. 


If these projects | 1d been implemented in full, then construction activity 
would have totally .¢gained its health after the 7 lean years during which it 
experienced hard times. In fact, construction activity did break the records 
set in 1972 (5 million square meters) and 1973 (5.2 million square meters). 


Sources in the Engineers’ Union said that usually there is no implementation 
[of construction projects] on 5 percent of the total area licensed for con- 
struction. However, 1981 was generally an unstable year, and this factor 
may increase this percentage to a level which is unforeseeable at the present 
time. 


The most important consequence of the 1981 events has been that they have 

led most investors to believe that Lebanon will remain engulfed in anarchy 
for the foreseeable future. This has happened after the relative stability 
experienced in 1979 and 1980 had convinced most of them that the situation in 
Lebanon was steadily improving. This disappointment induced some of them to 
postpone the implementation of their projects until some other suitable year. 
This year, of course, will not be 1982--which is the year of Lebanon's pres- 
idential elections. 


The events [of 1981] would not have so greatly affected existing construction 
workshops if they had not led, at one stage, to the closing down of the port 
[of Beirut] and the airport, flight of [part of] the labor force, and disturb- 
ance in the supply of raw materials to the domestic market--especially 
cement--due to closing of the roads. Closing down the port also hindered the 
process of importing raw materials. The closing down of the airport in April 
led people living abroad, who wanted to invest their money in the construction 
industry, to think that matters [in Lebanon] had become very tangled up. The 
flight of non-Lebanese labor made it impossible to continue to operate the 
construction workshops during the period from early April to late June of 

last year. 


Nevertheless it is possible to say that the construction sector regained its 
health during the last quarter of last year. The reason for this is that the 
construction sector is still one of the most profitable sectors at a time when 
the winds of inflation are blowing strong. In spite of the rise in interest 
rates paid on deposits in both U.S. dollars and Lebanese pounds, profits 

made in the construction industry are still much higher--between 30 and 35 
percent annually. In this connection it should be mentioned that initial 
estimates indicate that inflation will be under 20 percent in 1981, according 
to Mobil Oil's figures--as compared to 24.6 percent for 1980 according to the 
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General Labor Federation's figures, and 15 percent according to the Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry. 


Interest Rates 


One important negative factor which has affected construction activity is the 
high interest rates on loans. Investors who depend on bank loans for their 
projects thought matters through at least 20 times before taking out loans 

to finance their projects. Bank interest rates on loans last year were, at 
times, as high as 18 percent. As far as people in the construction industry 
are concerned, this is an interest rate which is unreasonable. This industry, 
which requires more short-term loans than medium-term loans, cannot survive 
with such high interest rates. The interest rate level which it can live with 
is that of up to 10 or 12 percent. 


Nevertheless it is possible to say that the high interest rates have not 
affected the level of construction acitivty as much as they have affected the 
costs of construction. 


It must be pointed out that the high interest rates paid on dollar deposits 
have attracted some of the capital that was expected to flow into the construc- 
tion sector. People operating in this sector assure us that those who deal 
in apartments--that is, the people who finance projects for the construction 
[of apartments] by buying the apartments "on the map" in order to then sell 
them when they are completed--have been caught up in the trend of investing 
in dollars. The reason is that, due to the poor security and public order 
situation, they are afraid that there will be a drop in demand for housing, 
offices, and stores. This has, to a certain degree, had an effect on the 
availability of capital necessary for the construction industry--whether the 
capital comes from banks or from speculators. 


There exists another set of traditional negative factors, such as a lack of 
skilled labor, high [labor! wages, and, due to the rent [control] law, a lack 
of incentives for owners of capital to initiate construction projects involving 
the building of places for rent. If such incentives existed, demand would be 
greater and there would be more such investors and construction projects. In 
this connection it should be mentioned that current demand, even in the best 
of cases, does not reflect the Lebanese people's total capability of owning 
housing, offices, stores, and workshops as long as the majority of people 
cannot buy them and as long as there is a scarcity of construction of rental 
property. This is true in spite of the broadening of the base of [property] 
owners during the last few years. 


There is traditionally another reason [for the lack of construction], although 
its effect now is not as great as it was during the last few years. It is 
land speculation, which drives up the costs of construction. As a result of 
the directives issued by the Bank of Lebanon in 1980 which demanded that the 
banks refrain from financing land purchasing operations engaged in for the 
purpose of speculating with this land, the banks have restricted their trans- 
actions of financing the purchasing of land to a smaller number of clients who 
have pledged to buy the land in order to utilize it. Capital which flowed 
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into the country played an important role in speculation operations last 
year. However, these operations were limited in comparison to those which 
took place in 1979. 


Concentration of Construction in Mount Lebanon 


In 1981, as during the last few years, construction activity has been concen- 
trated in the Province of Mount Lebanon, especially in the environs of 
Beirut and along the coastlines of Northern and Southern Matn. 


Practically speaking, Greater Beirut has accounted for more than half of this 
construction activity, according to estimates made by the real estate offices. 
This trend--that is, the concentration of investments in the environs of 

Beirut and nearby areas--began in 1968 and has continued ever since. In 1967 
the total area licensed for construction in Beirut was 826,282 square meters, 
and in Beirut's environs it was 755,393 square meters. But in 1968 these 
figures went down to 668,177 square meters for Beirut and 713,540 square meters 
for Beirut's environs. 


During the course of the seventies activity increased in the environs of 
Beirut and in Mount Lebanon, and the difference became a large one. In 1980 
the total area licensed for construction was about 845,831 square meters, 

and in the Province of Mount Lebanon (mostly in the environs of Beirut) the 
figure was 3,288,195 square meters. 


The main reason for this concentration [of construction in these areas] is 

the fact that Beirut's urban expansion and increase in population have 
necessitated expansion in the capital city's surrounding areas. However, one 
could add to this another important reason which arose after 1975--the fact 
that large areas of Beirut, from the commercial and residential standpoints, 
have become dead areas because they are located on the lines of contact between 
opposing forces. If it were not for this, Beirut's statistics would have been 
far better than they were in 1980. 


More importantly, construction inside Beirut now, for purely commercial reasons, 
generally involves more costly specifications. 


Area Licensed for Construction 


There is another remark which is worth making, and that is the fact that the 

area licensed for construction is continually increasing. In 1962 a total 

of 7,000 construction permits were issued for a total area, licensed for con- 

struction, of 2.5 million square meters--that is, about 365 square meters per 
permit. In 1965 this figure jumped to 464 square meters per permit. By the 

end of 1970 the figure was about 679 square meters per permit, in 1973 it was 
about 827 square meters, and in 1980 about 954 square meters. 


It is reported that last year (1981) the appropriate government offices 


licensed a total area of 300,000 square meters for construction in Mount 
Lebanon. 
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The reason for the continual increase in the area licensed for construction 
is, first of all, the increase in the investment factor in Beirut and the 
[surrounding] areas; secondly, the desire of the investors to get the most 
benefit out of their projects in order to cover the high costs of land and 
other expenses which have increased to an abnormal level during the last few 
years; and thirdly, the fact that the investors have the financial capabilities. 
Other questions concern the quality and esthetic appearance of construction. 
The public, the authorities, and even a considerable number of [Lebanon's] 
engineers believe that the level of construction today is lower than it was 
before 1975. This is attributable simply to the increase in cost of con- 
struction materials such as floor tiles and paving, wood, marble, and other 
materials--which has forced investors to resort to using alternative materials 
which are less costly. In any case it appears that this decrease in the 
quality [of construction] is merely a reflection of the trend of the age 
which we are living in. 
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Figure 1. Development of Construction 
Activity from 1962 to 1980 


Key: 

1. Table showing the development of construction activity in Lebanon 
during a 19-year period. The table also shows how construction 
was affected by events in Lebanon and the Arab world, and shows 
the record figures achieved in 1981. 


2. Intra Bank ceases operations. 

3. June war. 

4. Disturbances, breakdowns in public order, and political crisis. 
5. Disturbances, breakdowns in public order, and October war. 

6. Two-year [civil] war. 

7. Disturbances and breakdowns in public order. 

9468 


cso: 4404/230 
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EXPORTS TO IRAQ--During November of last year three Arab nations imported from 
Lebanon 180 million Lebanese pounds worth of goods, that is, about 86 percent 
of Lebanon's total industrial exports, which amounted to 207 million Lebanese 
pounds worth of goods. In view of Iraq's need for large quantities of consumer 
goods, especially after the outbreak of the Iraq-Iran war, last November Iraq 
imported from Lebanon 95 million Lebanese pounds worth of goods, that is, 
about 46 percent of Lebanon's total exports. Iraq thus occupied first place 
[among the nations importing Lebanese goods]. Saudi Arabia occupied second 
place, having imported 67 million Lebanese pounds worth of goods, and third 
place was occupied by Jordan, which imported 18 million Lebanese pounds worth 
of goods. It should be pointed out that Lebanon has somewhat improved its 
situation with regard to exports of industrial goods. Its exports increased 
from 201 million Lebanese pounds worth of goods in October to 207 million 
Lebanese pounds worth of goods in November. However, in the opinion of Dr 
Fu'ad Abu Salih, the head of the Association of Industrialists, this improve- 
ment does not reflect positive results for Lebanon's industry as a whole 
because there are plants which are facing the threat of being closed, with 
their workers threatened with being fired. Prime Minister Shafiq al-Wazzan 
has been notified of this. [Text] [London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1315, 

15 Jan 82 p 43] 9468 


CSO: 4404/230 END 
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